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Forcjgo Minister Ali Boxer-arrived in Amman 
“ *«*■ during which he 

~V- Jo r da ni a n officials on foe late* developments in the Gulf 
region; fa ao interview with the Jordan News Agency, Petra, Boxer said 

«LiS?iL b «SU 0 ^I i ^ Ma3est > *“8 Hussein and 

KS 5SSL?^ D he wowW *» «** » «a**u«e the situation with 
Jondanuun officWs. Baser wid the Turkish government was in favour of 
solving tbc cruB through peaceful means. “Economic sanctions have to be 
imptemcmed , n due maimer and after that I do not hope to have a war in 
re 8*?*h_i ,e ““*■ T** «»M«lueiices of a war “would be disastrous for 
au countoes in the rcgkm.-oot for one or two countries," be said. Boxer 
was received at die airport upon arrival by Foreign Ministry Sccretary- 
Gcnertf -Mitfaazz Bifbetsi, ministry officials as well as the Turkish 
ambassador to Jordan. 
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Bashir to visit Jordan, Iraq 

AMMAN (R) — Sudanese leader Omar Hassan A1 Bashir wall fly to 
Jordan Sunday to see His Majesty King Hussein and then to Baghdad on a 
Gulf peace mission. Jordanian sources said Saturday. Bashir’s surprise 
trip to Baghdad follows visits by King Hussein this week to Sudan and 
Yemen to seek an Arab solution to the crisis over Iraq's August 2 
takeover of Kuwait Jordanian officials said earlier they expected the King 
to Qy to Libya and Algeria soon before going to Baghdad himself. Arab 
diplomats said Jordan, Sudan, Libya, Algeria, Yemen and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation, were trying to keep ibe door ajar for talks with 
Baghdad. The PLO says Algiers backs a PLO peace plan which calls for 
Arab troops to replace Iraqi forces in Kuwait and U.S.-led multinational 
forces on the Saudi-Kuwait border to withdraw. Witnesses said PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat was at Amman airport when Austrian President 
Kurt Waldheim passed through on his way to Baghdad Saturday. It was 
not dear what Arafat was doing and there was no sign he had met 
Jordanian leaders. Arab diplomats said Arafat flew later to Baghdad and 
might return to Jordan in the next few days. 
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Security Council endorses use of 
force to impose Iraq embargo 

Saddam dismisses it as a tool of Washington 
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UNITED NATIONS f Agencies) 
— The Security Council has 
cleared the way for as interna- 
tional armada in the Gulf to use 
force if necessary to uphold U.N. 
economic sanctions a gain* Iraq 
for taking over Kuwait. 

A resolution approved 13-0 
with abstentions — Cuba and 
Yemen — was watered down 
with “minimum use of force” 
deleted. 

But U.S. Ambassador Thomas 
Pickering said the authority it 
granted was “sufficiently broad to 
use aimed force — indeed, mini- 
mum force — depending upon 
the circumstances winch . might 
require it.” 

The vote on the U.S. initiative 
gave Security Council blessing to 
a loose military arrangement, 
without a U.N. flag or U.N. 
command, whereby navies in the 
region could take unspecified 
steps to enforce the U.N. embar- 
go. The resolution asked coun- 
tries that have responded to 


Kuwait’s call be sending ships to 
(he region to coordinate their 
response. - 

Earlier, the United States 
agreed to drop language permit- 
ting “minimum force," at the 
urging of the Soviet Union and 
other states. But diplomats said 
the resolution gives broad leeway 
and discretion to national naval 
forces. 

“If you have ’minimum force’ 
there, quite dearly you open the 
possibility of arguing about 
whether the force used was mini- 
mum or not. The wording used 
now, “measures commensurate 
to the specific circumstances,’ 
must leave it to the judgment of 
the commander there,” said a 
British Foreign Office spokes- 
man. 

The resolution's key paragraph 
called on U.N. members cooper- 
ating with Kuwait and with naval 
forces in the Gulf to use such 
measures commensurate to the 
specific circumstances as may be 


necessary under the authority of 
the Security Council to halt all 
inward and outward maritime 
shipping in order to inspect and 
verify their cargoes and destina- 
tions” and to ensure strict com- 
pliance with the sanctions resolu- 
tion adopted on Aug. 6. 

Britain's Sir Crispin Tickell 
said the measures called for “in- 
dude such minimum use of force 
as may be necessary” to achieve 
the resolution's purpose. 

Washington, in its biggest buil- 
dup since the Vietnam war, has 
sent more than 40 warships to the 
Gulf, induding the battleship 
Wisconsin. Britain, France, the 
Soviet Union, the Netherlands, 
Australia and several Gulf states 
have warships in the area or on 
the way there. 

A week of difficult negotiations 
spearheaded by the United States 
resulted in Soviet support for the 
resolution as a result of high-level 
contacts between Washington 
and Moscow. 


The big surprise was that China 
also voted in favour instead of 
abstaining as widely predicted. 

But its U.N. envoy. Li Baoyu. 
said he interrepted the resolution 
as not including the concept of 
force, though this was contrary to 
the understanding of the United 
States, Britain, France and some 
other council members. 

Iraq has been accused by the 
United States and Britain of 
mounting a sanctions- busting op- 
eration involving the attempted 
export of oil aboard tankers and 
the import of a wide variety of 
goods, induding arms. 

The resolution was the fifth 
directed against Baghdad since its 
Aug. 2 takeover of Kuwait and 
maintained the council's record 
of avoiding a single negative vote. 

Yemen declined to participate 
in a vote condemning the inva- 
sion and calling for an immediate 
withdrawal. 

Two later resolutions, dedar- 
ing the “annexation” of Kuwait 


null and void, and demanding 
that Iraq permit the departure of 
foreign nationals held hostage, 
were adopted unanimously. 

Several' speakers referred to 
the latest resolution as historic, 
since it was only the third time 
the council had endorsed the use 
of force to uphold its decisions. 

In 1950 it recommended that 
U.N. members assist South 
Korea in repelling an invasion by 
communist North Korea. On a 
lesser scale, the council said Bri- 
tain could use force to put down a 
1965 unilateral declaration of in- 
dependence by the colony of 
Rhodesia, now the independent 
African nation of Zimbabwe. 

Coundl members are already 
considering a possible resolution 
in response to the threatened 
closure of embassies in Kuwait, 
which Baghdad now considers an 
integral part of Iraq. 

Iraqi Ambassador Abdul A1 

(Continued on page 4) 


U.N. resolution foredoses 
diplomatic option — Jordan 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
Nations Security Council resolu- 
tion endorsing use of force to 
impose an embargo on Iraq fore- 
closes a diploma tic sola tionto the 
Gulf crisis i 'ffis Royal Highness 
Crriwn Prince Hassan inia said. 

The Grown Prince also called 
on Europe to take a closer look at 
the basic issues that led to insta- 
bility in the Middle East and 
triggered the Gulf crisis. 

“As far as we have observed in 
the last several decades, there has 
always been in the West a search 
for a villain Hke (the late Iranian 
leader Ayato&ah) Khomeini, (the 
late Egyptian) President (Jamal 
Abdul) Nasser, Colonel (Muam- 
mar) Qadhafi (of Libya) and Sad- 
dam Hussein of Iraq,” the Crown 
Prince said in an interview with 
British Broadcasting Corporation 
television. “The time has reaDy 
come to look at the root causes of 
the instability in this region, at 
disparities, the haves and have- 
nots’, (and) the whole question of 
mass destruction,” be said. “Let 
ns initiate a process of coopera- 


tion, over security and human 
matters in Europe for the next 
decade.” 

The Crown Prince also reaf- 
firmed Jordan’s strict adherence 
to United Nations resolutions and 
its rejection of occupation of 
territory by force. 

Answering a question, he said 
Jordan was continuing its efforts 
at the Arab level to contain the 
Gulf crisis, but warned against 
isolating Iraq or threatening it 
with pressure. The result of such 
pressures, he said, will be a 
“reaction of Samson in the tem- 
pi*” 

“I think that with the stran- 
gulation, with the total embargo, 
using military force forecloses not 
only the diplomatic option ... as 
the escalation continues, even the 
crisis over embassy closures 
(ordered by Iraq in Kuwait) can 
be considered part of the escala- 
tion,” he said. 

Following are parts of the in- 
terview: - 

Question: Are Jordan's current 
diplomatic efforts principally to 


avert war or do they have the 
shorter term of easing the press- 
ure of sanctions on Iraq and the 
effects on Jordan? 

Answer: The effort to avert war 
and to get the whole topic back 
into its essential components, 
that is the status of Kuwait and 
Security Coundl resolution with- 
in an Arab League context. With- 
out other effects we can dwell on 
the military forces in the region. I 
think we have really to focus on 
essentials and time is ticking on. 
Q: How much pressure are you 
able to exert on countries at the 
United Nations over the question 
of the use of minimum force and 
what are you trying to achieve on 
the question of using minimum 
force to impose sanctions? 

A: We said from the outset that 
capitulation or escalation cannot 
be a solution as both lead to 
tremendous acrimony. I think 
with the strangulation and total 
embargo and using military force, 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Journalists urge 
continued efforts 
to free hostages 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Journal- 
ists Committee To Free Terry 
Anderson has welcomed the re- 
lease of Irish hostage Brian 
Keenan and thanked all those 
involved with seeking the release 
of another hostage in Lebanon. 
“Again we ask, on behalf of all 
the remaining hostages in Leba-' 
non, that all parties who have 
influence in this matter continue 
their efforts until these .men are 
free and reunited with their loved 
ones,” the committee said in a 
statement telefaxed to the Jordan 
Times. “We ask this of you in the 
name of mercy, humanity, com- 
passion — in the spirit of Islam,” 
it added. 

Ghozali meets 
Hamadl in Iraq 

NICOSIA (R) — Algerian Fore- 
ign Minister Sid Ahmad Ghozali, 
in Iraqi to discuss the Gulf crisis, 
met Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Saadoun Hamadi Satur- 
dy, Baghdad Radio said- The 
ministers reviewed Arab and in- 
ternational developments, the 
radio said without giving details. 
Iraq said Friday that Ghozali told 
President Saddam Hussein that 
Algiers backed Iraq's “noble war 
against imperialism and its 


Dumas 

arrives In Moscow 

MOSCOW (R) — French Fore- 
ign Minister Roland Dumas ar- 
rived in Moscow Saturday for 
talks with ins Sovret counterpart 
Eduard Sbevarndadze on Ger- 
man unification and the Guff 
crisis, TASS news agency said. 


Moscow, Baghdad at 
odds over U.N. move 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze Saturday told Iraq to 
take heed of the strengthened 
U.N. Security Coundl embargo 
and pull back from its brmks- 
manship in the Gulf crisis. 

“We hope that the Iraqi lead- 
ership wiB draw the appropriate 
conclusions (from the United Na- 
tions resolutions) and take mea- 
sures to de-escalate the crisis," 
.Shevardnadze said in an inter- 
view with the official TASS news 
agency. 

“That fa our advice to the Iraqi 
leadership,” he said. 

The call reinforced a strongly- 


worded message to Baghdad 
from President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev Friday in which the Soviet 
leader warned Iraq it would face 
“additional measures” if it did 
not obey U.N. resolutions to 
withdraw from Kuwait. 

Shevardnadze said Moscow 
bad not broken off contact with 
the Iraqi leadership of President 
Saddam Hussein for one day. 
“All this work was focussed on 
one thing, to find a way out of 
this critical situation caused by 
Iraq’s aggression.” 

Ibe U.N. decision was “an 
action aimed at preventing a 

(Continued on page 3) 


U.N. chief invites 
Aziz to urgent talks 


BOGOTA, Colombia (Agencies) 
— U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar said Saturday 
that he has invited Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz to open ur- 
gent talks to resolve the crisis in 
the Guff. 

Reading a statement to jour- 
nalists, Perez de Cuellar said the 
talks could begin next week in 
New York or Geneva. 

“I believe that after the resolu- 
tions adopted by the Security 
Council, the time has come for 
the secretary -general to begin di- 
plomatic efforts to alleviate the 
present crisis in the Gulf in all 
aspect, through the process of 
dialogue," the statement said. 

“As a result of this, today I 
have invited Tareq Aziz to meet 
with the in New York or Geneva 


to begin next week a discussion 
about the crisis in the “Persian* 
Guff," he added. 

Iraq took over Kuwait on Aug. 
2 in a dispute over oil, money and 
land. The U.N. Security Council 
ordered economic sanctions Aug. 
6 and early Saturday approved 
military force to enforce the 
boycon. 

The written statement did not 
say whether Iraq accepted the 
offer. 

Perez de Cuellar said later he 
had asked Aziz to urgently meet 
him for a “full exchange of 
views”. 

“The moment has arrived in 
which the secretary-general has 
to make a personal effort to see 

(Continued on page 4) 


Iraq warns U.S. of 
disaster if it attacks 


NICOSIA (R) — Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein, facing foreign 
journalists for the first time since 
his invasion of Kuwait, warned 
the United States Saturday of 
endless columns of bodies if it 
attacked. 

“We want peace,” be told re- 
porters accompanying Austrian 
President Kurt Waldheim on a 
trip of Baghdad — the first by a 
Western head of state since the 
Aug. 2 take-over. 

“But if the United States 
attacks, there will be columns of 
dead bodies which may have a 
beginning but will bave no end,” 
he said through a translator. 

He was speaking before his 
talks with Waldheim during 
which he said all Austrians trap- 
ped in Iraq and Kuwait could go 
home. 

Saddam said the 13,000 Wes- 
temes trapped in Iraq and Kuwait 
were not a shield for Iraq to hide 


behind but were a guarantee that 
no attack could be launched. 

He 'showed no discomfiture 
during the televised news confer- 
ence, denying that the Arab 
League had condemned his ac- 
tions and saying the majority of 
Arabs were behind him. 

He repeated his defence that 
Kuwait was historically part of 
Iraq and had been created by 
Britain to deny Iraq access to the 
sea. 

“Didn't you in the foreign 
press make fun of the Kuwaiti 
rulers in France, in Europe, you 
spoke of the bad example they set 
sitting around gambling tables, 
wasting millions. 

“This is the type of Arab char- 
acter which (U.S. President 
George) Bush wants to bring 
back to rule Kuwait,” Saddam 
said. 

(Confoaned on page 4) 


Massive airlift of Egyptians under way 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian officials 
heaved a sigh of relief Saturday as 
a massive airlift began of Egyp- 
tians stranded in the Kingdom 
after crossing over from Iraq, 
amid signs that Jordan will be 
able to handle the situation as 
long as the daily flow of fore- 
igners across the border remained 
at around 20,000. 

A conservative estimate put 
the number of Egyptians who 
were unable to get places aboard 
ferry boats from Aqaba across 
the Red Sea to Nuweibeh and 
remaining at various points be- 
tween die northeastern border 
point at A1 Ruweished and the 
southern port at over 40,000 on 
Friday, and at least 3,000 were 
airlifted from Aqaba by Saturday 
evening. The process was con- 


tinuing late into the night while 
ferry boats' carried about 4,500, 
Egyptian sources said. 

“Our biggest concern was over 
Egyptians, and it seems that 
things are getting slowly orga- 
nised now,” said a senior official. 
“It might take several days before 
the entire backlog is cleared, but 
at least the process has begun to 
be streamlined,” the official 
added. 

Saudia, the national carrier of 
Saudi Arabia, sent at least six 
planes to dramatically increase 
foe number of Egyptians* being 
flown home from Jordan, reports 
said. In addition, Belgium was 
sending two C-130 Hercules 
transport aircraft. One of the 
Belgian planes landed here Satur- 
day evening, and will be used to 
transport Egyptians from Aqaba 
to Cairo, European officials said. 
. The European Community 


(EC) was sending a team of doc- 
tors and a planeload of medicines 
and tents to Jordan, a European 
diplomat said. “It is over and 
above the (S1.32 million) aid the 
community has already pledged 
to the evacuation process,” the 
diplomat said. 

According to the diplomat, the 
team, drawn from the relief organisa- 
tion Medicins Sans Frontier (Doctors 
Without Borders), was expected to 
land in Amman laic Saturday. The 
team will set up base near the 
Roweishcd post, he added. 

The EC has already started an 
airlift of Egyptians, who represent the 
largest expatriate community in Iraq 
with 1.6 million before Iraq took over 
Kuwait on Aug. 2. The EC opera- 
tions were continuing Saturday and 
Sunday with planes chartered from 

Royal Jordanian. 

Spain was sending a planeload of 
emergency supplies but it was not 
dear whether it was part of the EC 
contribution or whether the C-130 


plane carrying the supplies will be 
involved in foe airlift eye ration. 

The International Committee of 
the Red Cross sent tents, water tanks 
and sanitation equipment to help the 
evacuation process after the Jorda- 
nian Red Crescent requested assist- 
ance, a spokesman sakl in Geneva. 
The Red Cross has already set up 
centres near the border. 

Officials said the flow of evacuees 
through foe border post was more or 
less under control after the govern- 
ment expanded the number of offi- 
cials assigned to the operations and 
set up specialised panels to tackle 
various aspects of foe process. 

Although some officials said there 
was a marked decline in foe number 
of people arriving at Ruweished 
Saturday compared with Friday, 
several Third World d i plomatic mis- 
sions said they ccmki not ascertain 
whether there was a real reduction 
until after they dear a huge backlog. 


(Continued cm page 3) 
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Austrian President Kurt Waldheim with Iraqi President Saddam Hussein In ffaghdad on Saturday 
(Photo by Yousef AJ ‘Allan) 

Waldheim: Saddam willing 
to end crisis peacefully 

Iraq unconditionally frees Austrians 


By Abdullah Hasanat 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Austrian Presi- 
dent Kurt Waldheim flew out 
of Baghdad Saturday with a 
group of Austrians held in Iraq 
and reported that Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein was 
“still willing to settle (foe Gulf 
crisis) peacefully.” 

The Iraqi leader “repeatedly 
expressed his wish to work out 
a negotiated settlement. That 
he made very dear," the Au- 
strian president told reporters 
at Marka airport upon his re- 
turn from Baghdad aboard a 
special Iraqi Airways plane, 
which also carried about 100 
Austrians who were earlier de- 
nied permission to leave by the 
Iraqi authorities. 

The Austrians, who were 
stranded in Kuwait and Iraq 
after Baghdad's takeover of 
Kuwait Aug. 2, were pan of 
foe 13,000 plus Westerners 


who, Iraq said, were being 
held back in Iraq as a deterrent 
against a potential American 
attack. 

Waldheim, who arrived here 
Friday evening and held talks 
with His Majesty King Hussein 
before leaving for Baghdad 
early Saturday, said Saddam 
had told him that despite the 
American rejection of his 
peace initiatives, “he is still 
willing to settle foe matter 
peacrfully.” 

The Austrian leader, who 
said be would also try to inter- 
cede on behalf of other Wes- 
terners held in Iraq, reported 
that Saddam “took note of foe 
request (to free all Wester- 
ners), and said he will keep it 
in mind, but could not give an 
immediate reply.” 

The Austrians who flew in 
on foe Iraqi Airways plane 
named Salah Ul Din (Satadin) 
were whisked away to a wait- 
ing Austrian plane while Wal- 


dheim, who was met by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, spoke to the press. 

Waldheim, a former secret- 
ary general of foe United Na- 
tions who has built excellent 
personal relations with most 
Arab leaders, including Sad- 
dam, said two Austrians re- 
mained in Iraq “for business 
reasons.” 

The Austrian president said 
Saddam was informed of the 
adoption by foe Security Coun- 
cil of a resolution endorsing 
use of force to impose sanc- 
tions against Iraq during his 
meeting in Baghdad Saturday. 
“He was not surprised." Wal- 
dheim said. "He was aware 
that such a decision might take 
place.” 

Crown Prince Hassan 
escorted Waldheim to the 
Royal Palace for a brief stay 


(Continued on page 3) 


APPEAL 


MILK & MEDICINE FOR THE 
CHILDREN OF IRAQ 

An appeal directed to the human conscience all over the 
world, starting from Jordan. 

From the children of Jordan to fathers and mothers wherever 

they are. 

The children of Jordan from the General Union of Voluntary Societies (GUVS) who 
are aware there is still a responsive human conscience appeal to all citizens in 
Jordan, to the local, Arab, regional and international organisations and institutions 
and the vyorld child organisations and to leaders of the world's countries to end 
injustice against the children of Iraq who are threatened with being deprived of 
bread, milk and medicine. 

The children of Jordan demand all to implement the principles of the international 
declaration on children's rights which provides for protecting and taking care of 
children under all circumstances, in all times and in the days of war and peace alike. 
The principles of the international declaration on the children’s rights by which all the 
world abide by linking between these rights and the child’s basic needs. The 
declaration's provisions under articles No. 1 . 2, 3, 4, 8, 9, 10 guarantee the protection 
and welfare of children as well as social, food, and educational security and their 
right to grow up in healthy conditions in the times of war, peace and disasters. 

The children of Jordan appeal for providing milk, food and medicine supplies for 
the children of Iraq. 

This appeal comes on the eve of convening the world summit for children in which 
many leaders of the world's countries will take part to protect childhood. 

As we head our call from the General Union of Voluntary Services in Jordan we 
appeal to fathers and mothers to respond favourably to this call. Let us share our 
food together. 

Cash and in-kind donations are received at the following centres: 
The General Union of Voluntary Societies - Jabal Luweibdeh, Tel. 
634001, 634009, 630398. 

GUVS- Amman Govemorate — ..... . .Tel. 639555 


GUVS - Irbid Governorate . 
GUVS - Zarqa Governorate 
GUVS - Balqa Govemorate 


GUVS - Karak Governorate — .......... 

GUVS - Ma’an Governorate «... 

Aqaba Islamic Charitable Soclety-Aqaba 

GUVS - Tafilah Govemorate 

GUVS - Mafraq Govemorate 


Donations are received dally until 7:00 p.m. 


(02) 242518 
(09)981712 
(05)555285 

(03) 351169 
. (03)32477 

(03)316130 

(03) 342365 

(04) 432040 
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Middle East Ne 


Y emen expels 
British consul 


SANAA ~(R) — Yemen ordered 
oat Britain's consul-general 
Saturday, saying be had been 
caught taking pictures of a refin- 
ery and military sites. 

Britain summoned Yemen's 
ambassador in London to protest 
at the expulsion of Doug Gordon 
and denied he was engaged in 
activities incompatible with his 
diplomatic status. 

A Yemeni government spokes- 
man told Reuters that Gordon 
had been arrested Friday and 
given 48 hours to leave. 

"He was involved in acts that 
do not conform with the mission 
for which he was accepted as a 
consul-general in Aden,” the 
spokesman said, without elabor- 
ating. 


Informed sources said the Brit- 
ish diplomat was taking pictures 
of the Aden refinery and unspeci- 
fied mfiitaiy sites from a hill 
overlooking the strategic Bab A1 
Mandeb strait. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd said Friday an 
Iraqi tanker, the 'Ain Zaleh. 
unloaded oil in Aden this week 
despite a U.N. trade embargo 
against Baghdad for its Aug. 2 
invasion of Kuwait. 


Text of U.N. embargo 
enforcement resolution 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Following is the English language 
text of the Security Council re- 
solution authorising military ac- 
tion to halt all maritime trade 
with Iraq: 

The Security Council. 
Recalling its Resolutions 660 
(3990), 661 (1990). 662 (1990), 663 
(1990) and 664 (1990) and de- 
manding their full and immediate 
implementation; 

Having decided to impose 
sanctions in accordance with 
Chapter VII of the Charter of the 
United Nations; 

Determined to bring an end to 
the occupation of Kuwait by Iraq 
which imperils the existence of a 
member state and to restore the 
legitimate authority and the 
sovereignty, independence and 
territorial integrity of Kuwait 
which requires the speedy imple- 
mentation of the above resolu- 
tions; 

Deploring the loss of innocent life 
stemming from the Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait and determined to 
prevent further such losses; 
Gravely alarmed that Iraq con- 
tinues to refuse to comply with 
Resolutions 660 (1990), 661 
(1990), 662 (1990) and 664 (1990) 
and in particular at the conduct of 
the government of Iraq in using 
Iraqi flag vessels to export oil; 

1. Calls upon those member 
states cooperting with the govern- 
ment of Kuwait which are de- 
ploying maritime forces to the 


area to use such measures com- 
mensurate to the specific cir- 
cumstances as may be necessary 
under the authority of the secur- 
ity council to bait all inward and 
outward maritime shipping in 
oidet to inspect and verify their 
cargoes and destinations and to 
ensure strict implementation of 
the provisions related to such 
shipping laid down in (sanctions) 
Resolution 661 (1990); 

2. Invites member states accor- 
dingly to cooperate as may be 
necessary to ensure compliance 
with the provisions of Resolution 
661 (1990) with maximum use of 
political and diplomatic mea- 
sures, in accordance with para- 
graph 1 above; 

3. Requests all states to pro- 
vide in accordance with the char- 
ter. such assistance as may be 
required by the states referred to 
in paragraph 1 of this resolution, 
tion. 

4. Further requests the states 
concerned to coordinate their ac- 
tions in pursuit of the above 
paragraphs of this resolution us- 
ing as appropriate mechanisms of 
the military staff committee and 
after consultation with the secret- 
ary-general to submit reports to 
the Security Council and its com- 
mittee established under Resolu- 
tion 661 (1990) to facilitate the 
monitoring of the implementa- 
tion of this resolution. 

5- Decides to remain actively 
seized of the matter. 


Janet Ross and 
Dr. Mohammad Mattar 


would like to express their deep sorrow for 
the demise of 


Cathrine Ross Ermon 

daughter of Mrs. and Mr. Hugh G. Ross who 
died of natural causes at the age of 33. She 
is survived by her husband Mike Ermon and 
her three children Katelyn, Mike Jr. and 
Keri Lynn. 

May God Bless Her Soul 
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Mm-Anax. temp. 
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DFLP split over policy differences 


He described the unloading of 
oil as illegal under die U.N. 
sanctions resolution. 

Yemeni officials said the 'Ain 
Zaleh, carrying 20,000 tonnes of 
Iraqi crude, stopped unloading 
five hours after it docked at Aden 
Tuesday morning. 


Yemen Saturday denied re- 
ports that Iraqi planes were pick- 
ing up food from it in violation of 
the sanctions. An information 
ministry official said Yemen was 
‘‘strictly complying with interna- 
tional Legality, including trade 
sanctions.” 

The U.N. Security Council 
voted Saturday to allow navies in 
the Gulf to use force if necessary 
to maintain the trade blockade 
against Iraq, Yemen and Cuba 
abstained. 

A British Foreign Office 
spokesman said Yemeni Ambas- 
sador Ahmad Abdo Rageh had 
been summoned to see Foreign 
Office Minister William Wa! deg- 
rave. 

“The consul-general says neith- 
er be nor his staff has been 
indulging in any activities that we 
would construe as incompatible 
with his status,” the spokesman 
said. 


NICOSIA (R) — The Democra- 
tic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP), one of the 
main groups under the PLO 
umbrella, has reported a split in 
its ranks with its two main leaders 
openly trading accusations. 

The Syrian-based faction has 
for many months papered over 
internal policy differences, 
with DFLP deputy leader Yasser 
Abed Rabbo shifting towards the 
more moderate line of Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat. 


But PLO sources told Reuters 
any semblance of unity bad been 
destroyed by the Gulf crisis, mir- 
roring the rift in Palestinian ranks 
over whether to back Iraq's Au- 
gust 2 invasion of Kuwait. 

Abed Rabbo’s supporters say 
the DFLP’s leader Nayef Hawat- 
meb was “too close” to Syria's 
anti-Arafat policies. 

“We refuse to join regional 


alliances and the PLO’s unity is 
ogr first priority.” “an Abed 
Rabbo aide told Renters. 

Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad, a long-time foe of Iraq’s 
Saddam Hussein, joined the 
majority of Arab states at a sum- 
mit in Cairo earlier tins month in 
calling for unconditional with- 
drawal of Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait. 

He also sent troops to join 
Arab and Western forces de- 
ployed in Saudi Arabia and the 
Guff to thwart a possible Iraqi 
attack. 


Abed Rabbo led the PLO’s 
side ro the 18-month dialogue 
with the United States on a Mid- 
dle East settlement. Washington 
froze the talks last June after 
Arafat failed to condemn a sea 
raid against Israel, 

The PLO sources said Hawat- 
meh, angered by the policies of 
Abed Rabbo, has withheld funds 
to his group based in Tunisia, 
sia. 


ca mps in Damascus,” Hawai- 


Ttae PLO had voted against the 
summit resolution and Abed 
Rabbo flew to Baghdad Friday 
after condemning the Syrian 
stance, the sources said. 

“Those who voted for Arab 
League resolutions are providing 
a legitimate cover for foreign 
intervention in Arab affairs,” he 
said. 


Abed Rabbo accused Hawat- 
meh of ordering the occupation 
of the movement’s camps and 
offices in Syria and expelling his 
supporters. 

But Hawatmeh said his deputy 
was looking for a pretext to cre- 
ate a split in the group, winch was 
formed in 1969. 

“Some separatists a tt em p t ed 
dining recent days to attack the 
group’s information bureau, the 
military office and another 
bureau at one of the Palestinian 


meh\ supporters said in a state- 
ment sent tb Reuters in Cyprus. 

“Thescattempts were foiled by 
the comrades working ha these 
offices,” it added. . 

“The politburo regrets that 
comrade Yasser Abed Rabbo is 
trying to give a political cover for 
these childis h actions after they 
were foiled.” 

In his s t a tement issued from 
Turns Abed Rabbo . said Hawat- 
meh's actions affected his suppor- 
ters in the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Two pro-Hawatmeh guards- 
were killed in a gtmfight in Turds 
last Friday and Palestinian 
sources said it was sparked by an 
argument between the two men. 
Tunisian police are repotted to 
have made several arrests. 

Abed Rabbo's statement did 
not mention the incident specifi- 
cally but called on Hawatmeh to 
“halt self-destructive actions.” 


‘Iraq sends fighters to 
Sudan and Y emen’ 


CAIRO (R) — Iraq has sent an 
unspecified number of jet fighters 
to Yemen and Sudan as a 
strategic reserve in case of war 
with U.S.-led forces in the Gulf, 
Egyptian military sources said 
Saturday. 

“The planes were flown to Ye- 
men and Sudan last week... as a 
strategic reserve in case the Un- 
ited States destroys Iraqi air 
bases,” one source said. 

Sudan and Yemen have re- 
fused to condemn Iraq’s takeover 
of Kuwait. 


A United Arab Emirates news- 
paper Saturday reported that Iraq 
had deployed long-range Scud 
missiles and launchers on Sudan's 
east coast from which they could 
hit Saudi Arabia's Red Sea ports 
and shipping. 

The sources discounted the A1 
Fajr report on the Scuds. The 
paper had said Egypt was aware 
of the redeployment. 

Sudan and Yemen abstained 
when a majority of Arab leaders 
voted on Aug. 10 for a resolution 
condemning Iraq and ordering 
tiie dispatch of an Arab force to 
help “defend” -Saudi Arabia. 

The sources could not give 
details on numbers or types of 
warplanes sent , to Yemen and 


Sudan and said they thought the 
jets would be used only as a 
reserve. 

Yemen denied Friday that any 
Iraqi warplanes were based on its 
territory. 

Al-Fajr said the planes with 
missiles and launchers landed at 
Wadi Sidna military airport north 
of Sudan's capital of Khartoum 
on Aug. 2, the day Iraqi troops 
entemed Kuwait. 

It said the Iraqi missiles and 
personnel were stationed at milit- 
ary bases in East Sudan, dose to 
the Red Sea. 

The paper said Egyptian intelli- 
gence also knew of the missile 
deployment. 

Earlier this week Paul Beaver, 
publisher of the respected Jane's 
defence weekly, said Iraq had up 
to 36 modified Scud-B missile 
launchers in Kuwait. 

U.S. officials and intelligence 
sources Friday cast doubt on the 
reported deployment in Kuwait 
which would bring Saudi Arabia's 
Dhahran airbase and capital 
Riyadh within range. 

Authoritative U.S. offidals 
briefing reporters with the U.S. 
forcesTo Saudi Arabia said milit- 
ary intelligence reports did not 
indicate 'Iraq- had riioved' Scud 
missiles to. Kuwait. - • 


Britain should review 
relations with Iran and 
Syria — minister 


LONDON (R) — Foreign Office 
Minister William W aide grave 
said Saturday Britain should re- 
view its relations with Syria, and 
Iran in the light of shifting 
alliances in the Middle East over 
the Gulf crisis. 

It was the first hint by a senior 
British minister that the govern- 
ment could be ready to restore 
severed ties with the two coun- 
tries. 


Muslims around the world to kill 
British author Salman Rushdie 
for blaspheming Islam. 

Waldegrave, speaking after Ir- 
ish hostage Brian Keenan was 
handed to Syria by his pro- 
Iranian Lebanese kidnappers fol- 
lowing Iranian mediation, said 
“relations with both those coun- 
tries do need careful review.” 


“I think one of the side effects 
of the changing kaleidoscope of 
Middle Eastern alliances may be 
that there will be some benefit in 
the resolution of the problems we 
have had with those two coun- 
tries,” Waldegrave told British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
Radio’s Today program me. 

London broke off relations 
with Damascus m 1986 citing 
evidence of Syrian involvement in 
an attempt to blow up an Israeli 
airliner at London’s Heathrow 
airport. 

Tehran cut diplomatic relations 
with London in March last year 
amid a diplomatic row winch 
erupted after the late Ayatollah 
Ruhollah - Khomeini ordered 


He added: “We do still have 
problems, but I think we must 
find ways of talking properly ab- 
out the situation in the region 
with those countries.” 

Three Britons are missing and 
believed held by pro-Iranian 
groups in Lebanon. 

The British government has 
made normalisation of relations 
with Tehran contingent on prog- 
ress on securing the release of 
Church of England envoy Terry 
Waite, televfrion journalist John 
McCarthy and retired pilot Jack 
Mann. 


Britain has maintained that 
Syria must show sustained evi- 
dence of abandoning support for 
“terro rism ” before relations can, 
be restored-- - ....... .. “ 


Freed hostage says 
he saw other captives 


Israel expects U.S. help 
if attacked by Iraq 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Looking pale, but otherwise phy- 
sically fit, freed Irish hostage 
Brian Keenan said Saturday he 
had seen American hostage Terry 
Anderson and other Westerners 
during his four-year captivity in 
Lebanon. 

Keenan, 39, was turned over to 
Irish Foreign Minister Gerry Col- 
lins Saturday, almost 24 hours 
after he was freed by his captors. 

“I saw Terry Anderson some 
time ago,” Keenan said, without 
specifying how long ago that was. 

"He’s in good form. He re- 
ceived messages from his fiance 
and he appreciates the letters that 
he received from his family. 

“He has a picture of his daugh- 
ter, Salome, which is some great 
companionship for him,” Keenan 
told a crowded news conference 
at the home of the Dutch Ambas- 
sador Geiben Mweihuizen. 

Anderson has never seen his 
daughter, Sulome, five, who was 
bom almost three months after 
he was kidnapped on March 16, 
1985. 

Keenan also said he spent a lot 
of time with British hostage Terry 
Waite and John McCarthy and 
both were in good health and 
spirits. 


Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq A1 Sharaa officially hand- 
ed Keenan over to ColHns who. 
flew to Damascus with the former 
captive’s 'sisters. 

Keenan, wearing a safari suite 
and sunglasses, hugged his sisters 
who burst into tears of joy as they 
saw him coming at the Syrian 
Foreign Ministry. 

Anderson, 42, the Middle East 
bureau chief of the Associated 
Press news agency, is the longest 
held of the 12 remaining Western 
hostages in Lebanon. 

He was kidnapped March 16, 
1985. Islamic Jihad claimed re- 
sponsibility. 

Sntherland, 59. the -dean of 
agriculture at the American Uni- 
versity of Beirut, was seized June 
9 the same year, also by Islamic 
Jihad. 

Keenan would not elaborate on 
the conditions of his captivity or 
that of the others. But he said: 
“On my way here, I thought of 
what I was going to do.” 

“And finally, I said to myself I 
would eat all the food in the 
world, drink all the drink in the 
world and make love to all the 
women in the world and then 
maybe Til get a good night 
sleep." 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli De- 
fence Minister Mosbe Arens said 
Saturdy he expected the United 
States to help Israel in the event 
of an Iraqi attack. 

“I cannot speak in the name of 
the United States, but I assume 
that if a battle explodes and Israel 
is attacked wc wfl] not stand 
alone,” Arens said. 

“One of the advantages of the 
(Guff) crisis is that tiie real face of 
(Iraqi President) Saddam Hus- 
sein was revealed to ail. What 
Israel knew all along is now 
known in Washington, Paris, 
London and Tokyo,” he told 
Israel Radio in an interview. 

Last week an Israeli defence 
analyst said Iraq had moved a 
number of Hussein missiles to the 
west of Baghdad. The missile 
with a range of 600 kilometres, 
could reach Israeli cities. 

Saddam said earlier tins year 
he would burn half of Israel with 
chemical weapons if the Jewish 
state attacked any Arab country. 

On Aug. 9 Israel tested its 
U.S.-financed Arrow air defence 
missile designed to knock out 
surface-to-surface . missiles. Air 
force officials have said the 
surface-to-air Arrow was Israel’s 
answer to the threat of Iraqi and 


Syrian missiles armed with che- 
mical and conventional war- 
heads. 

Full-scale production of the 
Arrow could begin by 1995. 


Israel has maintained a low- 
profile since the Iraqi take-over. 

Arens said Iraqi missiles could 
reach Israeli territory in four mi- 
nutes. 

“In the age of missiles, theore- 
tically a missile attack is one 
against which, for all practical 
purposes, there is no deterrent.” 

“The flight time for a missile 
from Iraq to Israel is about four 
minutes and there is no reason we 
should assume that we can re- 
ceive advance warning within 
those four minutes,” Arens said. 


Foreign reports say Israel has 
nuclear arms and Israeli Science 
Minster Ynval Neeman said re- 
cently the country was capable of 
producing chemical weapons. 

For the second consecutive day 
Arens questioned U.S. arms sup- 
plies to Saudi Arabia which is 
technically at war with Israel. 

“When a country like Saudi 
Arabia... gets weapons, this is a 
threat even if not an immediate 
one." 
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Battle over Kuwal 
embassies turns 
into war of nerves 

wtrraiA isolated Subsequently, the Bmp News 


diplomats, stripped of their nn- ^vvv- ti,-. tv , 

mindly at midnight, stubbornly a>»M J“"~. 


mannedemfas^e* taKuwaii 
Saturday in defiance of Iraqi de- *° 


mands, backed by troops, to shut ng 


Fears that Baghdad's pressure stoti 011 
u the diplomatic posts could 


uir utc uiuiuiuaui. . i ... ■». • 

produce an immediate flashpoint The 

in Ar finif crista eased when a said three Italian diplomats who 


in the Gulf crisis eased when a 

senior official said Iraq would not left Kuwait kept 


use force to close them. 


from leaving Baghdad Friday, 


A war of nerves took its place, and that tire reass erted was the 
Naji Al Hadithi, .Erector of IW* embMg ,^ tnrait tod 
information in Baghdad, told defied orders to ‘ 


UUU 11 UOUU 11 1 U apm nwi, —— -ff - , .. 

Reuters in a telephone interview: The 


“For the' time being there is no “Water, electricity and telephone 
use of fence and I do not think lines to the embassy hare been 


there w3l be any use of force. 
“But they (diplomats) will en- 


cut without notification.”. 

In Borne, officials sokSers 


joy no privileges, services, or began patrolling around the Ifa- 
faciHties.” lian mission m the morning and 

Iraqi soldiers, some armed with electricity went off ip.tbe- eariy 
machine guns and mortars, were afternoon, 
oatside many embassies. Electric- Egypt said it would not ek** Jite 

ity, water and telephones were embassy or reduce rtsstaff of 20. 
cut off at some missions, but It also maintained & hne of four 
there was no effort to remove truckloads of notpolircoutsde 
diplomatic personnel by. force, the Iraqi- embassy m^Cairo. ^ - 
according to reports reaching- Iraqi efforts to cut ofr electnc- 
foreign ministries in a number of ity and water failed Saturday at: 
countries. the West German- , embassy , in 

In London, Foreign Office - Kuwait, but succeeded at tiie 
Minister - William Waldegrave East German embassy, said a 
said moreihan 30 embassies were Foreign Ministry omdM fa Bean, 
still functioning in Kuwait. He West Germany’s embassy -in' 
said electric power at the British Kuwait has not been surrounded^ 
embassy had been cut off after by Iraqi soldiers, rinfike those of 
being restored earlier in the day. some other Western nations, a. 
The embassy was s u r roun ded Foreign Ministry spok e s m an aid,' 


by troops but morale of the four - The ' spokesman • declined to! 


remaining staff was “ ex t rem ely elaborate- on the buhgled efforts 


high,” Waldegrave said. 

Similar reports were received 


to cut off water and power. , 
: Bonn has been in constant coo-' 


in Paris, Rome, -Vienna, and factwith WestCrerman diplomats 
Tokyo, although the numbers of in Kuwait since /Saturday mora- 


soktiere outside the compo u nds ing, the spokesman , said. 


varied. 


The Eak German embassy in 


Tfe IraqiNews Agency (INA), Kuwait, however, is without wa- 
repoifed- Friday that families of ter and electricity, the spokesman 


diplomats: woald be allowed to' said.. • ■" . ; J 

leave. Bat;- 'the report added; all .- Asked about reports front 
male embassy employees, includ- . Western governments that troops, 
ing diplomats, would- be pres -• wore ringing, sotne ^ embassy 
vented from leaving until their Hadithi told Renters' by tefe-; 
countries comply with the Iraqi, phone from Baghdad: “There.are; 
order fo. dose tiie embassies. no. troqps we are not using 
Electricity to the U.S. embassy force on anybody but if they (the 
in Kuwait- was cot off bat Iraqi dipfomalsL^ytiiey wiD enjoyno! 
troops around the U.S. com- facilities. ” - ' - . ! 

pound hare; not attempted to. ;- ,v European: C rat^in i ty qrabas*-. 
close the diplomatic mission/ ; sies and the UJs." and Japanese 
UJS. officiate saJd->.\ to be safe 

•7 Water Tand other* rappEes/re^ jflfyer tiie c&srite de^Sne passed^ 
main adequate for Ambassador Iraq says the em&a&es no kra- 
Nathamel Howell ‘and Ins staff of 'ger have a diplomatic function 
about 10 diplomats, who are since Kuwait was now part 
tying -the - Iraqi president's order 'Iraq. j 

to shift the U.S. embassy to .. More than two dozen ^goveraj 
Baghdad, said the officials, who meats have said their missions is 
spoke oncondition of anonymity. Kuwait would stay open to loolj 
The. 2,500 or ro .Americans: _after nationals trapped in. the 
trapped m^Knwait wrae assured country. t ... 


in a State Department broadcast Some 60 countries have & 
that the embassy was “deter- plomatic representation ii 


mined to continue woriring for Kuwait City. Jordan and Indii : 
your release from .Kuwait and are among a handful who haw ; 


your safe retain to year farm- announced they would dose tbei : 


missions. The Soviet Union sail 


The broadcast, carried on the its embassy was empty hot tha 
Voice of America and the British this did not mean Moscow -recQfl- 


Broadcasting Corporation, also nised Iraq's move into Kuwait = 
cautioned Americans not to go to 


the embassy compound where 
Iraqi troops were, posted. 


Italian held in Kuwait, appea 
ing for news on their fate, hav 


“ The ? tot “* orenl - asked to meet. Saddam, tbe 'Rom 


ment wants American citizens to 
be assured that your welfare is 
foremost in our thoughts,” the 
broadcast said. 


Foreign Ministry said Saturday 


Tbe minlstiy released tire xe> \ 
of a letter entitled “Open lette 


5® “teantime, about 100 from Italians in Kuwait” whic 
U.S. diplomats and dependents bad been handed to Rome 


who were evacuated from the ambassador in JBaghdad 
embassy remained m Baghdad, citizens who fled Kuwait earfe - 1 
■.uujble to depart. this week. 

‘Their situation has not 


The evacuees Said the Jett; 


. oE ^ al K t ? ld had been given to them by mei I 
Aaoaated Pr^m Washington, bere of the 120-strong Italhi 


The group had been guaran- community 
teed safe passage. But en route to 


Baghdad from Kuwait City, the “We ask Hussemto let us me' Os 
Iraqis imposed new regulations him personally because he h i 
barring the departure of diplo- involved us (in the crisis) aj‘% 


mate whose ^bassies were re- because we want to talk abd f 
maining opening despite the what we see us a just and t ’ 
order that they be closed Friday, lanced solution to. the. problem, 
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Western media coverage of the 
events in the Gulf, its historic 
background and its impact on 
Arabs and public opinion in 
the world. 

“The role of the media in the 
West is different than what one 
would expect it to be; instead 
of expressing the people's 
thoughts and beliefs, they (the 
Western media) are actually 
creating public opinion in 
accordance- with the interests 
of the political elite,** Masar- 
wab said. He added that por- 
traying Arabs as being either 


presenting the Arab cause to 


the only way of changing pub- 
lic opinion in the U.S. is to 
inflict heavy casualties on the 
U.S. forces (in the Gulf) as was 
die case in Vietnam. It was 
only after America had lost 
some 50,000 soldiers that pub- 
lic pressure made the continua- 
tion of U.S. involvement in 
Vietnam impossible,” Masar- 
wah concluded. 

Another seminar on the eco- 
nomic blockade of Iraq and its 
impact on the region b sche- 
duled to be held Monday even- 
ing. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Royal Decree appoints ambassadors 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree was issued Saturday 
appointing Fakhri Abu Taleb as Jordan's ambassador to Yemen, 
A wad Aba Obeid as ambassador to the United Arab Emirates 
and Akram Barakat as Jordan’s ambassador to Switzerland. 

Kingcongratulates Uruguay 

'A&fK£AN' (Pfefra) — HB Majesty King Hussein Saturday sent a 14 
caBle or gpqd^risbes foxhe president of Uniguay crnb& cbuntiy’s 
national day. The King wished the president continued health and 
happiness and the Uruguayan people further progress and 
development. 

Anani meets Italian journalists 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Former minister and noted economist Jawad 
A1 Anani had a meeting in Amman with a visiting team of Italian 
journalists currently covering the Golf crisis to explain die 
adverse effects of this crisis on Jordan’s economy. Anani said that 
Jordan's dependence on Iraqi oil and national exports to the Iraqi 
markets were to blame for the great Vosss which the Kingdom 
would incur by applying trade sanctions on Iraq. Although 
Jordan was abiding by the U.N. Security Council resolution on 
the trade embargo on Iraq, he said, die Kingdom would not 
abandon its humanitarian role in matters pertaining to the crisis. 

Jordan to attend conference on crime 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will take part in an international 
conference on the prevention of crime and dealing with criminals 
which is due to open Sunday in Cuba under United Nations 
auspices. A Jordanian judge, Deeb Halasbe, will attend the 
two-week conference which covers ways of providing protection 
to the society from criminals, international cooperation and the 
treatment of criminals in accordance with international laws. 

Thailand to send planes for Thai 
evacuees 

AMMAN (Petra) — Thailand’s deputy foreign minister Saturday 
wound up a two-day visit to Jordan by announcing that his 
government had decided to send in aircraft to pick up Thai 
nationals stranded in Jordan after evacuating Kuwait. The Thai 
official had held talks with the Foreign Ministry’s Secretary- 
General' Mutasem Al Bilbeisi and other officials on facilities for 
Thai nationals who fled the Golf region following Iraq’s Aug. 2 
takeover of Kuwait. He voiced his country’s appreciation of 
Jordan’s assistance to the Thai nationals. The Thai official was 
seen off by foreign ministry officials. 

42 foreign companies banned 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Finance Ministry Saturday issued a ban 
on 42 foreign companies for their violating regulations of the 
Arab office for boycotting Israel. In its statement, which failed to 
release the names of the affected companies, the ministry said 
that sanctions were Lifted from eight other firms after pledging to 
abide by the boycott regulations. 

JO 375,000 allocated for roads 

ZARQA (Petra) — The municipality here has embarked on a- 
comprehensive plan to asphalt and maintain roaefcin the aty of 
Zarqa. Mayor Yasser Omari said that JD 375,000 have been 
allocated for the project. 
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Over 1 .059m students 
start school Saturday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — More than schools only the cost of the books 
1 .059 million students in the for their different courses without 
primary, preparatory and secon- making any profits, 
dary school stages went to school Last week the Ministry of 
Saturday at the start of the new Education announced that ex- 
1990-1991 scholastic year, bur patriate children would also be 
some of them have not received accepted in Jordanian schools this 
all the textbooks, pan of which is year in view of the difficulties 
given free by the Ministry of they encounter in returning home 
Education. to the Gulf, especially in Kuwait. 

The ministry had reported chat Ministry officials said that stre- 
neariy 48,000 men and women nuous efforts were being made to 
teachers were involved in accommodate the additional 
teaching the students at the Itin- numbers of students in Jordanian 
dergarten and the other levels, schools. 

and that more than 3,728 schools Thousands of Jordanian ex- 
run by the private and public patriates and Kuwaiti nationals 
sectors have been made available have been spending the summer 
for the new school year. holiday in Jordan and the occu- 

The ministry has distributed pied West Bank when Iraq took 
most of the books to the schools, over Kuwait on Aug. 2, 1990. 
but certain books are reported to For the first time in years, the 
be lacking for the sixth Ministry of Education issued in- 
elementary grade and the first s tractions that only those stu- 
secondary classes. The ministry dents able to buy school uniforms 
has been in the practice of distil- were required to wear them at 
buting books free of charge to the school. In earlier years wearing of 
students of the compulsory stage, uniforms was mandatory for all 
It charges those in the secondary students at all school stages. 

Labour unions rally 
in solidarity with Iraq 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Federa- sumption and asked citizens and 
cion of Jordanian Labour Unions merchants not to store food sup- 
(FJLU) Saturday evening orga- plies. 

nised at the Roman FJLU announced at the end of 
Amphitheatre in down town Am- the rally that it decided to donate 
man a public rally to express one day’s salary to support Iraq's 
solidarity with Iraq. steadfastness, offering all the fed- 

Speakers at the rally, the eration's capabilities to help Iraq 
secretary-general of the FJLU, and calling citizens to volunteer 
and presidents of the Iraqi and to defend Iraq, 
the Palestinian labour unions del- The Iraqi poetess Iqbal Faleeh 

ivered speeches in which they read poems at the rally in which 
bailed His Majesty King Hussein, she lauded Jordan's national 
the government and the people of stand in supporting Iraq. 

Jordan and expressed appreda- In Ai Hashimiyya township, in 
non for the King’s stand in de- the Zarqa Governors te. citizens 
fending the Arab causes. organised a march to voice their 


Shelters, aid prepared 
for evacuees from Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A committee 
formed by the government on 
Thursday to take charge of 
accommodating and transporting 
Arab and foreign nationals 
fleeing to Jordan from Kuwait 
and the Golf zone, plans to set up 
huge camps to provide shelter for 
the evacuees who arrive by land 
through Ruweished, the border 
point with Iraq, according to 
committee Chairman Salameh 
Hammad. 

Hammad said that following 
che reopening of the border with 
Iraq Friday, the government was 
expecting at least 20,000 Arab 
and foreign citizens to cross into 
Jordanian territory each day, and 
therefore facilities should be 
made available to offer humanita- 
rian services to them. 

“Not only has the government 
been involved m strenuous efforts 
to provide help to the evacuees, 
but also private individuals and 
organisations have offered active 
and substantial aid to alleviate 
the sufferings of the expatriates 
who exceeded all expectations,” 
Hammad said. 

For instance, he said, the 
Hashemite Charitable Society 
alone is now caring for 10,000 
expatriates at the Amman Inter- 
national Centre near Marj Al 
Hamam until arrangements have 
been made for their departure. 

According to Hammad, by 
noon Saturday, there were 35,000 
expatriates in Jordan, most of 
them Asian nationals who are 
awaiting planes to take them 
home. 

He said that insufficient means 
of transport, especially planes, 
constituted the main reason for 
the expatriates* stay in the King- 
dom. 


“The committee has been in 
contact with the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) in order to secure a 
sufficient number of tents, ex- 
pected to arrive in Amman by 
Saturday night,” Hammad said. 

The committee has been in 
contact with foreign embassies 
and various international orga- 
nisations to offer help to die 
evacuees. Several countries, in- 
cluding the European Commun- 
ity, have responded favourably to 
the call, with West Germany 
alone flying in 4.5 tonnes of food 
and medical supplies and 50 tents 
Friday. 

U.S. Ambassador Roger Har- 
rison announced on Aug. 25 a 
contribution of 5275,000 directly 
to the Inter-Ministerial Commit- 
tee dealing with the influx of 
displaced persons to Jordan. This 
contribution is part of $1,000,000 
in assistance that the United 
States is malting available im- 
mediately to Jordan to help meet 
urgent humanitarian needs. 

The money is intended to help 
with pressing problems, including 
water purification and medical 
needs. The United States is also 
making arrangements to im- 
mediately fly 500 tents and 15,000 
water bottles to Jordan for the 
relief of these displaced persons. 
These supplies are expected to 
arrive in Jordan Aug. 26. 

The United States has already 
made available 9,000 prepack- 
aged meals to the government of 
Jordan. 

The United States is in discus- 
sions with the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross which is 
working with the Jordanian Red 
Crescent Society in the border 
area between Jordan and Iraq 


where the immediate needs are 
the greatest. 

Other governments are also 
providing assistance. The United 
States is in contact with them, the 
United Nations and other inter- 
national organisations to provide 
additional assistance in the most 
effective and coordinated man- 
ner. 

The United States continues to 
provide Jordan with corn and 
sorghum under a previous agree- 
ment. A 50,000 tonne com ship- 
ment has just been unloaded and 
additional shipments of 100,000 
tonnes are expected to arrive next 
month. 

The British Embassy in Am- 
man Saturday issued a statement 
saying that the London govern- 
ment was offering £500,000 to 
help provide transit facilities for 
refugees entering Jordan as a 
result of the Gulf crisis. 

“The funds will be channelled 
through appropriate bodies in 
Jordan so that they can be distri- 
buted as quickly as possible to 
meet urgent requirements,” the 
statement said. 

The Italian Embassy said in a 
press release that, following a 
request from the Jordanian gov- 
ernment, the European Com- 
munity wonld be sending cereals, 
powdered milk and vegetable oil 
while the Swedish embassy said 
that the ICRC would receive 
nearly $1.4 million from the 
Swedish government to finance 
relief operations. 

“The Swedish government will 
also consider participation in the 
relief schemes now underway 
within the framework of the Un- 
ited Nations agencies,” the state- 
ment from the Swedish Embassy 
said. 


It said that Stockholm realised 
the pressure on Jordan and its 
economy as a result of the influx 
of expatriates and hoped that the 
grant would contribute to facili- 
tate the care and repatriation of 
the displaced persons. The gram 
would also enable Jordan to keep 
its border with Iraq open for 
humanitarian reasons. 

Hammad, in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, said 
that Jordan would not predict the 
volume of expatriates to arrive to 
Jordan in the coming days be- 
cause, he said, everything de- 
pended on developments in the 
Gulf. 

Coinciding' with Hammad's 
statement, the Civil Aviation Au- 
thority (CAA) announced Satur- 
day that over 60 hours, up to 
noon Saturday, a total of 20,000 
expatriates had left Jordan by air, 
benefiting from 108 unscheduled 
and chartered flights to Jordan by 
various airlines. 

A CAA official said that in 
view of the huge number of Egyp- 
tian nationals awaiting to go 
home, extra flights had been 
arranged for Egypt Air and Royal 
Jordanian planes to cany them 
from the Amman Airport in Mar- 
ka directly to Cairo. 

According to CAA there also 
were 50 unscheduled flights at 
Aqaba Airport in 24 hours, up to 
noon Saturday. 

The planes transported a total 
of 7,195 Egyptian and Sudanese 
expatriates from Aqaba to Cairo 
and Khartoum, the CAA said. 

It said that Sudanese and Egyp- 
tian national airlines and Egyp- 
tian military transport planes had 
been involved in the transporta- 
tion operations. 


The speakers condemned fore- support for King Hussein’s stand 
ign intervention in the Gulf re- and in support of Iraq, 
gjon and affirmed that the crisis Several parliamentarians 
should be solved within the Arab addressed the marchers and corn- 
context. They emphasised the mended the stand of King Hus- 
stand of the Arab working class sein and his efforts to solve the 
beside Iraq hi countering threats Arab crisis within an Arab 
facing iL framework. They also denounced 

They also called for increasing foreign intervention in the Arab 
production and reducing con- Gulf region. 

Department to help human 
resources development 


AMMAN (PetraiP^- Ministervaf- 
PJamring KhaKd - Amin AbdtiHah 
said that his ministry had created 
a special department to deal with 
human resource development. 

The department aims at de- 
veloping recruitment and labour 
force and building technical capa- 
cities, through two projects. The 
first, a two-year project, designed 
to build integrated information 
system of the local labour mar- 
ket, is cofinaoced by the govern- 
ment and the United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP). The government’s con- 
tribution is JD 70,000 while that 
of the UNDP is $500,000. The 
project, which will be completed 
in October 1991, involves the 
undertaking of important studies 
on the effects of economic adjust- 
ment on employment, increasing 
job opportunities <n the short 
run, and striking a balance be- 
tween the local market needs and 
the higher education output. 


’ - Th^ -project -also -aims -at crys- 
tallising the appropriate policies 
for increasing job opportunities, 
with concentration on the role of 
the private sector. 

The second project, which con- 
stitutes the basis for the new 
department’s work, deals with 
the development of human re- 
sources it started in October and 
will completed in Oct. 1982. 

The three-year project is confi- 
nanced by the government and 
the United Nations Fund for 
Population Activities (UNFPA). 
The government's contribution is 
JD 42,000 while the fund’s con- 
tribution will be $218,000. 

The project seeks to build the 
technical capacities needed to 
draw up integrated strategies on 
labour force and employment. It 
also seeks to achieve coordina- 
tion and integration between the 
demographic changes and the 
socio-economic development 
plans. 


Training 
courses 
organised 
in south 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Voca- 
tional Training Corporation 
(VTC) Saturday announced the 
start of intensive training courses 
for job seekers, in gbvemorates of 
southern Jordan. 

Training courses, lasting for 
three months each, are being 
offered in the fields of electricity, 
auto mechanics, wood work, 
plumbing, for the youth in 
Tafileh and Karak. 

VTC officials said that there 
were plenty of vacancies for work- 
ers at bakeries, poultry forms and 
gas stations but very few Jorda- 
nians were willing to take up 
training for these occupations. 

However, the VTC said that a 
total of 110 VTC-trained workers 
had been given jobs in several 
companies since the beginning of 
1990. 

VTC Director-General Ahmad 
Atwan said he made an inspec- 
tion tour of the training centres in 
the south and said that the 
trained workers were given prior- 
ity over non-Jordanians once they 
completed their training periods. 


Campaign for Iraq 
collects JD 220,000 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The General 
Union of Voluntary Societies 
GUVS has collected JD 220,000 
in cash and in-kind contributions 
from Jordanian citizens and orga- 
nisations for the Iraqi people and 
said that-it would hand the con- 
tributions to the Iraqi Embassy in 
Jordan Monday. 

GUVS Executive President 
Abdullah Al Khatib said in a 
statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that the donations 
of milk, biscuits and medicines as 
well as cash will benefit nearly 
five million Iraqi children. 

“A group of Jordanian children 
will deliver the donations Mon- 
day to Iraq’s Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Noun Ismael Alwais, who 
will arrange for its delivery to 
Iraq as a gift from Jordanian 
families and children,” Khatib 
said. 

The donations followed a wide- 
scale campaign by GUVS in the 
Jordanian media, appealing for 
assistance to the children of Iraq 
and underlining the Iraqi chil- 
dren's rights to food supplies in 
times of war. 

GUVS, Khatib said, was hold- 
ing contacts with various orga- 
nisations based in Jordan, calling 
on them to offer contributions to 


the Iraqi children in accordance 
with the international charters 
regarding children. 

Khatib said that GUVS had 
cabled heads of governments 
seeking an end to the blockade on 
Iraq's children who, he said, - 
should have access to baric food 
commodities. 

Last week Khatib said that JD 
100,000 in cash and in-kind con- 
tributions were raised by GUVS 
teams in Jordan. He said that 
transportation companies had 
offered deep freeze tracks to 
transport foodstuffs such as milk, 
eggs and biscuits to Iraq. 

Apart from notices in the local 
press calling on the public to offer 
contributions, Khatib said he had 
over 14 foreign television inter- 
views to support the campaign 
and urge organisations to offer 
donations to Iraqi children. 

According to Khatib, GUVS 
has also been involved in cam- 
paigns to raise funds and collect 
contributions for Arab and 
national expatriates fleeing to 
Jordan from the Gulf region. 

He said the campaign had re- 
ceived a great response on the 
part of the Jordanian public. 
GUVS has organised teams to 


tour districts in various towns and 
collect contributions and meals to 
be offered to the expatriates at 
mosques and other centres, and 
has arranged for medical treat- 
ment for the evacuees. 

" Meanwhile Minister of Social 
Development Abdul Majid 

- Shreideh said Saturday that he 
had set up an emergency team to 
work around the dock to help 
provide food supplies and shelter 
to the Arab expatriates. 

He said the team was working 
in conjunction with a national 
committee that was set up Thurs- 
day by Prime Minister Mudar 
Bad ran to supervise assistance for 
the evacuees. 

The Professional Association 
Complex announced Saturday 
that it was looking after for nearly 
2,000 evacuees, most of whom 
were being temporarily sheltered 
in mosques. 

The Federation of Jordanian 
Labour Unions said that it was 
collecting medicines and clothes 
for the Iraqi people. It also said 
that a day’s pay would be cut 
from the workers’ wages in Jor- 
dan to be sent as a contribution to 
Iraq, and that at least JD 70,000 
will be collected for this huma- 
nitarian cause. 


Parliament 
sets up 
emergency 
committee 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A standing 
emergency committee, set up by 
Parliament to follow up develop- 
ments in the Gulf, said Saturday 
that it was dispatching a par- 
liamentary team to Turkey on 
Sept. 3 to discuss flic situation in 
the Gulf. 

Meeting under the chair- 
manship of Salim Zoubi, the 
committee announced also that it 
was sending a memorandum to 
the Arab Parliamentary Union 
(APU), calling for an APU ex- 
traordinary meeting to discuss the 
Gulf crisis and foreign interven- 
tion in the Gulf. 

The committee last week 
formed delegations to visit Iran 
and Turkey to discuss with parlia- 
ment members in the two coun- 
tries issues related to develop- 
ment in the Gulf region. 

The team going to Turkey, 
according to die statement, will 
group Taber AI Masri, Abdullah 
Ensour, Abdullah Akayleh and 
Ahmad Kofohi. 

According to the statement, 
the committee, which will bold 
another meeting Sunday, re- 
viewed preparations by the Peo- 
ple’s Army to provide training to 
the public and matters related to 
water, energy and supply. 

. It said that ministers responsi- 
ble for these issues would be 
called to Parti ament to give their 
views about the water, supply and 
energy situations in the Kingdom. 


People’s | Waldheim: Saddam still willing 


VMMAN (Petra) — New Peo- 
>Je's army courses started Satur- 
lay in Amman and other cities of 
he Kingdom. One of the courses 
vas opened Saturday at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and several 
jthers were opened in Zarqa 
jovemorate by the commander 
>f the People’s Army. 

Public and private sectors’ em- 
jloyees as well as college and 
chool students are taking part in 
he courses. 

Zarqa Governor Mohammad 
Hussein Al Shobaki, chairman of 
he People's Army Council and 
he Civil Defence Committee of 
Zarqa, received in his office 
Saturday several deputies, Zarqa 
People’s Army commander and 
Zarqa Civil Defence Department 
CDD) director and reviewed with 
hem issues related to the process 

training citizens in the People's 
Army and the CDD. 

In North Shuneh district sever- 
al courses on civil defence for 
students and teaching staff in the 
district were opened. 

In Deir Abu Saeed another 
rourse for AJ Koura -district 
Education Department em- 
ployees started Saturday. 

In Karak Gove mo rate the 
CDD opened courses for citizens 
in 20 centres. Taking part in these 
week- long courses are 1,100 
arize ns. 

The CDD in Zarqa opened 
Saturday 15 courses on Civil De- 
fence works. 


(Continued from page 1) 

prior to the Austrian leader’s 
departure home. 

According to Austrian 
spokesman, the release of Au- 
strians by Iraq was uncon- 
ditional. 

Austria, neutral since 1955, 
has joined United Nations 
sanctions against Iraq over the 
takeover of Kuwait. 

Austria has also said it 
wonld allow unarmed U.S. 
military planes to cross its airs- 
pace on their way to the Gulf. 
Baghdad assailed the move, 
accusing Austria of breaching 
its neutrality. 

The Austrian president was 
accompanied on his visit to 
Baghdad by Foreign Minister 
Alois Mock and 23 Austrian 
journalists. 

After greeting Waldheim 
amid tight security at an air- 
port outside Baghdad. Saddam 
held a 20-minute news confer- 
ence and hold the Austrian 
reporters he had no intention 
of invading Saudi Arabia and 
would welcome talks with 
other mediators. 

“We respect the sovereignty 
of every Arab country,” an 
Austrian radio reporter quoted 


Saddam as saying. 

“We also respected Kuwait's 
sovereignty but the corrupt 
regime there plotted against its 
motherland and with the inva- 
sion Iraq was only defending 
itself.” 

Saddam welcomed Wal- 
dheim's visit and said he was 
willing to have talks with any 
other leaders. 

“We want talks, that’s why 
we are pleased to see any 
visitor to Baghdad, that’s why 
we are pleased to see Kurt 
Waldheim, a particularly fair 
politician, who could mediate 
here," the Austrian reporter 
quoted Mm as saying. 

Saddam repeatedly told re- 
porters he bad the support of 
other Arab countries and said 
the U.S. military forces sta- 
tioned in the Gulf would have 
to go. 

“We want the Americans to 
go away, not die,” be said, 
adding that their presence was 
a threat to Islamic religious 
sites. 

“It’s like Muslims occupying 
the Vatican,” he said. 

The Austrian radio reporter 
described Saddam as calm, 
friendly and soft-spoken 
throughout the news confer- 
ence. 
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Massive airlift under way 

( Continued from page 1) ,east 3 ’°°° Pakistanis. I- 000 Indians, 

1,400 Sudanese. 1.400 Yemenis. 
“There is no i ndication from Bagh- 1 J00 Sri 1 -anfcant and 450 Filipinos 
dad that the (Iraqi) border officials m addition to another 7.50u to 8.U0U 
are applying any major brake on the other nationals excluding Egyptians 
flow,” said an Asian diplomat. This remained in Amman Saturday even- 
was confirmed by several other dipio- mg waiting for special flights home, 
mats and people who crossed Satur- India and Pakistan were operating 
day. two daily flights, and the Philippines 

At least 40,0(Xi people to 45,000 airlines was flying in a plane Sunday, 
people waited at various points be- There was no indication of when 
tween the Ruweished post and the the Sri Lankans would be flown 
Iraqi frontier base at Trebeil for four home. A spokeswoman for the holi- 
days before crossing into Jordan be- orary consulate of Sri Lanka said the 
tween Wednesday and Saturday to airlift could take place sometime this 
add to 185.000 people who had week. Some of the Sri Lankans have 
already crossed. been waiting here since Aug. II. 

Jordan, which dosed the border Among those arriving Saturday was 
post midnight Wednesday until Fri- a party of 20 French embassy depen- 
day afternoon to dear the dog in the dents and non-essential staff from 
system, has said that it is now able to Kuwait. 

handle 20,000 people every day. The group left Baghdad Friday 

“The main problem that the people evening, a day after departing from 
face is lack of cash," said a relief Kuwait, and complete the journey by 
official. “Most of them have already Saturday evening, a French source 
spent their last pennies in Kuwait and said. 

Iraq to get to the border and even An Arab American with an Iraqi 
those with bank bala n c es are in a bad residence permit was aboard an Iraqi 
state since they could not withdraw Airways flight which in Ara- 

any since banks remained dosed” he man Saturday. Nick Ablahad of 
said. Hazel Park, Michigan, a mechanic, 

A rough estimate indicated that at arrived with 170 others. 

Moscow, Baghdad at odds 

(Continued from page 1) from Kuwait. 

He warned the situation in the 
Golf was “extremely dangerous” 
more dangerous development of and that failure to withdraw 
events,” Shevardnadze said. would “inevitably prompt the 
Soviet support of the resolution Security Council to take corres- 
“ reflects our utmost concern over ponding additional measures-** 
the situation in the Gulf area and The Iraqi News agency ra- 
the desire to promote the early ported Saturday that Saddam had 
elimination of the extremely asked to Gorbachev by asking 
dangerous threat to world peace him to try to delay the Security 
and security,” be said. Council vote Friday. He made 

Gorbachev sent an urgent per- the request after receiving Gor- 
sonal message to Saddam Friday bachev’s letter, the agency said, 
urging him to comply with earlier which reported the exchange af- 
U.N. resolutions to withdraw ter die resolution was approved. 
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One-dimensional policy, 
and no easy way out 


OVER THREE weeks ago, in the wake of Iraq’s takeover of 
Kuwait, the U.S. supplied Saudi Arabia with information 
that Saddam Hussein was about to strike against the 
kingdom in an immin ent invasion. The Saadis took the 
Americans at their word and saw no alternative to allow 
U.S. troops in. But when Iraq did not oblige President 
George Bosh in his doomsday forecast, even when U.S, 
forces were at a disadvantage at the initial stage of the 
conflict, the American argument began to wear thin. Now, 
few people take seriously Bash's assertion that the deploy- 
ment of U.S. forces is purely defensive in nature and their 
sole purpose is to defend Sand! Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates. As a matter of fact the U.S. president and his men 
stQl see it posable to strike against Iraq with afl the might 
that the U.S. and others can muster. How else can anyone 
explain the size of the U.S. military presence in the Gulf 
region and the transfer of high-tech offensive arsenals 
including the radar elusive Stealth bombers and cruise 
missiles and all the rest? Bat then the Iraqi president made 
his counter move in the Gulf chess game and checkmated 
Washington by playing the American and British hostages 
card in a last-ditch move to forestall any U.S. attack against 
his country. What ensued is a stalemate with both sides 
facing one another eyeball to eyeball in the deserts of the 
Arabian Peninsula. The issue now is bow long President 
Bush can keep his troops stranded in the desert heat without 
making a counter move. Uppermost on the minds of all 
concerned is whether Bush would be content to continue the 
chess game in the Gulf or would opt to play a dangerous 
poker game in which everyone stands to lose. The phe- 
nomenal price tag in terms of dollars and pofitica! fortunes 
attached to Bush's gambit in the Middle East is geared to 
acquire a momentum of its own that may force all in a 
comer in which the way out can only be desperate and 
suicidal. The other leaders of the Western World need to 
raise their voices of concern over Bash’s one-dimensional 
policy before they too are dragged deeper in a terrible desert 
quagmire. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra’i Arabic daily on Saturday expressed satisfaction over the 
transformation on the position of enlightened groups in the 
United States with regard to the current military buildup in the 
Gulf and George Bush's intention to wage war. The paper said 
that the Vietnam war veterans, jurists and those groups in 
solidarity with the Palestinian people have all voiced their 
opposition to the presence of American forces in the Gulf, and 
have called on Bush to withdraw them immediately. These groups 
have openly accused the president of hypocricy in that he was 
applying double standards, and for his invasion of Granada and 
Panama, while condemning Iraq's moves in the Gulf, the paper 
noted. It said that the United States is spending SI billion a week 
to sustain its forces in the Gulf instead of feeding and giving 
homes to the millions of homeless and needy Americans. We are 
happy to see the American people realising their president's 
blunder, and trying to control their own destiny and safeguard 
America's interests and citizens, said the paper. It is time that 
Washington heard the call of reason and the voice of the silent 
majority who do not wish to be sent to the deserts of Arabia to be 
killed for no cause, the paper continued. The paper urged 
Washington to hear the calls of peace coming from the American 
people themselves, and to save the lives of large numbers of U.S. 
citizens horn a new Vietnam ’n the Middle East. 


A Columnist in AJ Ra’i daily says the Egyptians ought to be 
grateful to Saddam Hussein for bis take-over of Kuwait which 
prompted the United States to recognise Egypt’s strategic 
importance and award it by writing off its $14 billion debt and 
supplying it with modem warplanes. Tareq Masarwefa says 
Washington which used to send an envoy to the Arab region to 
convey its orders to the Arab leaders has now sent in its naval 
forces and planes, and called up its reserves in order to force the 
Arabs to succumb to America’s whims and desires. It is clear for 
all Arabs now that it is the Arab countries weaknesses that 
encouraged the United States to send in its forces and to try to 
impose its mil on the nation, the writer adds. Had Syria and 
Lebanon joined forces with Jordan, Palestine, Yemen, Sudan, 
Tunisia and Algeria, he notes, the Americans would have 
reconsidered their present threats to Iraq or any other Arab 
country, he writer continues. Furthermore, be says, the United 
States is currently financing its troops presence in Arab lands with 
funds from the Gulf nations; and once oil and the Gulf’s $700 
billion have been spent, the Americans mil no more be present in 
tiie Arab World. The writer recalls that in 1963 when Abdul 
Karim Qasem of Iraq threatened Kuwait, a British force was sent 
to Kuwait for protection at the cost of £800 million but that the 
Arabs who sent their force to offer the same protection later 
received a mere £800,000. 


Al D u stour daily said while a number of Arab leaders pursue 
efforts to contain the Gulf crisis, many others are doing their best 
to escalate tension and pave the ground for war. King Hussein the 
paper said is currently spearheading Arab efforts to find a 
peaceful solution to the problem and to deny foreign powers the 
chance to impose their will on the Arabs. Israel, on the other 
hand, is doing all It can to step up escalation and increase tension 
to abort any mter-Arab solution for the problem, the paper 
noted. Those siding with the King in trying to find a peaceful 
solution are only a handful, but they are placing the higher Arab 
interests above all other considerations in a bid to avert a real 
disaster that would affect all those involved in the area, the paper 
added. Solidarity among the Arab which the King is ttying to 
achieve is the real threat to Israel which, the paper said, is trying 
with all its force to destroy Arab strength. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Faked Fanek 


Gulf crisis - far-reaching repercussions 


TO an Arab national, the bat- 
tle between Iraq and Kuwait 
ceased to exist as of Thursday, 
Aug. 2, 1990 when Kuwait as a 
separate state made its entry to 
history and its exit from 
geography. What remained 
since then is a conflict between 
Iraq and the United States. 

The dispute is not over Kuwait 
or its royal family, but over oD 
supplies and Western hege- 
mony over the Middle East. 


America wants to secure the 
continuation of the flow of 
Arab oil to America and the 
West at cheap prices all the 
time. Iraq has a theory about 
oil prices, Arab wealth dis- 
tribution and Arab indepen- 
dent decision making as one 
nation divided by artificial bor- 
der which were marked by the 
British colonialists. 

The outcome of the dispute 
has nothing to do with Kuwait 


and the demise or reinstate- 
ment of the $60b Sabah fami- 
ly’s rale. It will determine the 
hi Eure of the Arab Nation and 
the shape of the new world 
order after the humiliating de- 
feat of the Soviet Union, which 
was a superpower with global 
responsibility to check the ex- 
cesses of the United States. 

We should not overrate the 
strength of Iraq or underrate 
the strength of the United 
States. The first is a small 
developing country sur- 
rounded by a hostile environ- 
ment, while the latter is a 
superpower, the only super- 
power that controls the oceans 
and the skies of the globe. If a 
shooting war has to be avoided 
at all, it would not be because 
America cannot beat Iraq, but 
because the U.S. is not ready 
to pay the huge price for such 
crusade, as tens of thousands 
of American citizens, both civi- 


lians and soldiers, will be dis- 
patched home in bags. The 
Arab oil may be destroyed and 
America will become the 
enemy number one of all 
Arabs and .Muslims in the 
wo rid and a target for violent 
actions, not only now, but for 
gene rations to come. 

There is of course a big 
difference between economic 
sanctions in accordance with 
International Security Council 
Resolution 661, and military 
blockade imposed by America 
and British and other fleets in 
the Gulf against Iraq, and par- 
tially against Jordan. 

The blockade is, by defini- 
tion, an act of war. Therefore, 
the Gulf war. in a strict legal 
sense, has already started, giv- 
ing the Iraqis the right to self 
defence. So far Iraq has not 
acted on the American aggres- 
sion except by detaining its 
citizens within the Iraqi terri- 


tory, some three thousand. 
Iraq is following the precedent 
set by America itself when it 
detained, in some sort of con- 
centration camps, all Amer- 
icans of Japanese descent dur- 
ing the World War II. America 
actually went that far by de- 
taining its own citizens if they 
happened to be of Japanese 
origin, but did not act similarly 
against Americans of German 
origin, either because they are 
too many or because the white 
race has a privileged treatment 
in the then racist social and 
political system in America. 

The sanctions can be under- 
stood if they were confined to 
arms, ammunition, and other 
strategic material needed by 
the Iraqi army. The inclusion 
of food, medicine and other 
basic human needs is immoral 
and shameful, because it is • 
meant to starve innocent 
women and children. The 


wording of the resolution rec- 
ognised that shame and made 
an ambiguous exception for 
medicine and food on human 
considerations. However, the 
self-appointed American 
policeman is blockading ship- 
ping altogether, so that not 
even medicine or food can 
reach the sick and the hungry. 

We know that the civilised 
world in the last decade of the 
twentieth century will even- 
tually condemn such immoral 
and inhuman practices, but 
such condemnation should 
come about now, and before 
severe buman suffering starts 
taking roots. 

As everybody knows, there 
is a central government to allo- 
cate resources in Iraq. The 
authorities naturally give the 
priority to tile armed forces 
who will get aU the food they 
need first. -The shortage, if. 
any, will hit the civilian 


population. . 

Finally, the economic block- 
ade against title Iraqi popula- 
tion amounts to taking. the 18 
million Iraqi citizens as hos- 
tages, and starving, them to 
death. It has no other- mean- 
ing. Does that give the Iraqis 
tiie right to force foreign 
citizens to be their guests and 
share in the hardships imposed 
by' their respective govern- 
ments? The so-called guests or 
hostages could - not b?f de- 
scribed as a human shield un- 
less the Iraqis intend fo&art 
the war and make a chemical 
strike against American and 
Israeli concentrations and oil 
facilities in the Gulf while pre- 
venting the Americans* the 
British and the Israeli '’from 
retaliating. However, the fact 
remains that the Iraqis wantto 
avoid war and defend .them- 
selves against attacks by the 
U.S. and other , forces. . ; V 


Will they or won’t they? 


By Meriel Beattie 
Reuter 


SOFIA — Nine months after 
ousting its hardline Communist 
leaders Bulgaria’s political future 
is uncertain, its economy crisis 
and its population frightened by 
the prospect of a winter without 
food. 

Shops and petrol stations are 
empty, foreign investors are de- 
terred by a huge, unpaid foreign 
debt, arid the new freely-elected 
parliament cannot agree what 
kind of government will run tiie 
country. 

An increasing number of 
Bulgarians, frustrated by hour- 
long queues at empty stores and 
worried by the prospect of chro- 
nic shortages during the harsh 
Balkan winter, are switching to 
queues outside foreign consulates 
for emigrant visas. 

“This country is really on the 
ropes,” one Western diplomat in 
Sofia said. 


“Peoeple are getting out for 
whatever reason they cap — and I 
wouldn’t want to be here this 
winter if I were Bulgarian r” 
like many of its East Euro- 
pean neighbours, Bulgaria last 
year ousted its hardline Com- 
munist leaders, ended the Com- 
munist monopoly on power and 
called free parliamentary elec- 
tions. 

Whereas other countries in 
Eastern Europe voted the Com- 
munists out of power this year, in 
Bulgaria the party renamed itself 
socialist and swept to victory at 
free elections in June. 

Meetings of the new 400-mem- 


ber parliament are sluggish. It 
took six attempts to elect a presi- 
dent last month and with the 
opposition Union of Democratic 
Forces (UDF) firmly opposed to 
a formal coalition with the social- 
ists, there is no sign what sort of 
government will run Bulgaria or 
when it will be formed. 

“If you were to take a blank 
sheet of paper and summarise the 
significant decisions that parlia- 
ment has made since it convened, 
you’d have about half a dozen,” 
one Western envoy commented. 
“They are still fighting like chil- 
dren.’' 

Although the post of state pres- 
ident went to UDF leader Zhelyu 
Zhelev, many Bulgarians doubt 
whether the quietly-spoken philo- 
sopher will be able to a coun- 
terbalance skillful socialist politi- 
cians such as Prime Minister 
Andrei Lukanov. 

Few Bulgarians are optimistic 
about the country’s economic 
prospects. Following the removal 
of hardline Communist leader 
Todor Zhivkov last November, 
Lukanov's caretaker government 
revealed a grim picture of a .510 
Billion foreign debt and stagnat- 
ing state industry. 

Western analysts say Luka- 
nov's economic rescue plan has 
done little except push up prices 
at home and tarirish die country's 
image with foreign creditors. 

Bulgaria froze principal repay- 
ments on the foreign trade bank’s 
$9 billion debt in March. Three 
mouths later it suspended interest 
payments for 90 days, only 
agreeing to pay 15 per cent of the 
amount due. 

‘To say investors are now hesi- 


tating to come to Bulgaria is an 
enormous understatement," one 
Western European envoy said. 

At home, most Bulgarians 
seem to have resigned themselves 
to queueing for dwindling stocks 
of summer vegetables and a few, 
unpredictable, deliveries of basic 
bousebold goods. 

“I can’t imagine what the win- 
ter wil be like. I don’t even want 
to think about it, but at least I 
don’t have children to worry ab- 
out,” said 25-year-old Daniela 
Vodenicharska, standing in a 
queue outside a shop which once 
sold toilet paper. 

Bulgarians, unlike Romanians, 
Czechoslovaks and Poles, have 
been slow to take to the streets in 
mass demonstrations. 


Western diplomats and opposi- 
tion activists say the bleak politic- 
al and economical prospects and 
the looming spectre of winter 
might push many people too for. 

“There might well be a social 
explosion since things in the eco- 
nomy, commerce and food sup- 
plies are becoming worse and 
. worse.. People win -not be able to 
cope with the lack of goods which 
they need,” said Konstantin 
Trenchev, leader of the indepen- 
dent trade union Podkrepa (sup- 
port). 

President Zhelev also forecast 
a bleak winter. 

“We hope to prevent the 
worst, like starvation, cold and 
blackouts,” Zhelev said. “If we 
do not prevent this it could be a 
reason for things to turn out 
differently. The so-called ‘velvet 
revolution’ won’t be so velvet in 
Bulgaria.” 


TJ.N. move forecloses diplomacy 9 


(Continued from page 1) 


escalation continues. There is 
dearly no possibility of moving 
from the justifiable immediate 
intentions of foreigners and so 
forth. The component parts to 
the essential issue, I think, is 
quite dear — the withdrawal of 
Iraqi forces. We condemned of 
course the invasion and the 
annexation. I spoke to Prime 
Minister Hawke of Australia this 
morning for example. President 
Waldheim of Austria is here to- 
day, and clearly there most be a 
moment which we must all go for. 
particularly with regard to the 
U.N. Security Council.’’ 


Q: Is diplomacy being given 
enough of a chance by countries, 
such as Britain and the U.S., in 
your view? 

A: It is a yes or no answer, but I 
would say that if we move from 
sanctions to embargo in one 
phase and seek effectively to 
move into a conflict situation 
then dearly it is a war scenario. 
Q: Has the danger of war in- 
creased as far as you are con- 
cerned in the last 48 hours be- 
cause two days ago King Hussein 
was talking about an explosion 
that would devastate not only the 
region but the world in a way? 
A: I believe so. Sir. The total 
exclusion of diplomatic middle 
ground is dearly not tbe policy of 
the U.S., but in a way we think 
that the time has really come for 
us to review with other Arab 
leaders and many other states 
including the possibility of tbe 
United States as the possibility 
which King Hussein discussed 
with President Bush a few days 
ago of stopping the escalation at a 
certain point and give peace a 
chance. 

Q: Can you think of any formula 
that Jordan can have any plan to 
allow both sides to stop or to take 
a step back perhaps at the same 
time thereby both sides save 
face? 

A: There are intense consulta- 
tions at tbe present time between 


us and Arab countries. Clearly 
annexation is unacceptable. 
Clearly we have to conceive the 
withdrawal of troops and at the 
same time it is quite dear that 
Iraq has a long-standing historical 
daim, both territorial and in 
terms of compensation with such 
issues like oil and waterways. We 
hope that in the context of U.N. 
resolutions this will be im- 
plemented. 

Q: When is King Hussein going to 
Baghdad? And even if be does 
go, is he going to use all the 
influence at his disposal to try to 
secure the release of many fore- 
igners being held in Iraq and 
Kuwait now? 

A: We have been very clear on 
this issue from the outside. This 
country has a very dear position 
and has always stood to printiples 
in condemning acts of violence 
and of terrorism in tbe world and 
certainly this has been made clear 
that it is affecting ns... (the) 
continuous flow of thousands of 
people of different nationalities. 
Yes, we will continue to seek the 
release, but may I remind you 
that they are in a war zone. 

Q: But you will do everything at 
your disposal to try and persuade 
President Saddam H use in to 
change his mind on this issue? 
A: We will do everything to talk 
to President Saddam Hussein and 
I would like to reassure him that 
there is a rational response. But if 
Iraqis are isolated and cat off and 
threatened with all kinds of press- 
ure. including the potential of 
military pressure just round the 
corner, then you do get a reaction 
of Samson in the temple. Certain- 
ly passions are very high m our 
street here. 

Q: Passions are very high in 
Britain of course after the televi- 
sion pictures of Saddam Hussein 
with women and children who are 
his unwilling guests. Those pic- 
tures are being shown on televi- 
sion in Baghdad and other parts 
of the world. What are your views 
about these tactics? 

A: Well, there was the intention 
to show that these people are 


being looked after but you can 
easily dismiss it differently because 
it is dearly a crisis of two diffe- 
rent approaches, two different 
idioms, two different languages. 
He spoke for example of the 
presence of foreigners on Iraqi 
soil as deterring but it was inter- 
preted as “human shield.” 

Q: Do you think that there is a 
danger that Jordan’s diplomacy is 
falling on stony ground in the end 
because so many people in the 
West have taken a certain strong 
view of Saddam Hussein which 
they cannot go back from, name- 
ly that he is a loose cannon roving 
around the Middle East who may 
go nuclear at any moment and 
that he has in tbe long run or 
immediate term to be neutral- 
ised? 

A: As far as we have observed in 
the last several decades there has 
always been in the West a search 
for a villain like Khomeini, Presi- 
dent Nasser or Colonel Qadhafi 
and Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The 
time has really come to look at 
the root causes of the instability 
in this region, at disparities, the 
haves and have-nots, the whole 
question of mass destruction. Let 
us initiate a process of coopera- 
tion over security and human 
matters as in Europe for the next 
decade. 

Q: What is your own feeling 
about criticism of Jordan’s role in 
all this and does that mean that 
you are less able to perform a role 
you would like to perform as a 
genuine mediator between two 
sides? 

A: We acted on principles. We 
adhere to U-N. Security Council 
resolutions. We will continue to 
adhere to mandatory resolutions. 
That is very dear. But our middle 
ground, to be able to talk to the 
parties concerned, I just have to 
say that there was a lack of 
interpretation. 

We have a tenth of our popula- 
tion in Kuwait and half of our 
labour force there. This is cut off, 
and we have a great deal of 
unemployment. That $ some- 
thing we have to worry about. 





‘Who are we kidding?’ 


By Deborah Zabarenko 
Reuter 


WASHINGTON — When the 
Gulf crisis hit Washington, 
many of the top brass were out 
of town. And many, including 
President George Bush, have 
stayed away even as they make 
decisions that could change 
history. 

President Bush is golfing — 
badly — and fishing in Maine. 

His Secretary of State, 
James Baker, is fishing in 
Wyoming. 

His Vice President, Dan 
Quayte, is on holiday in Ari- 
zona. 

Baker's key aide, Margaret 
Tutwiler, is on holiday in 
Florida. 

United Nations Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuel- 
lar. whose normal base is New 
York, Is in Latin America. 

He dismissed suggestions 
that he cut short his trip, 
saying, “a U.N. secretary 
general must, above aU things, 
remain “serene." 


cancel his traditional August 
vacation in the cool ocean re- 
sort of Kenn'ebunkport, 
Maine, as U.S. troops sweat in 
the heat of the Saudi desert. 

But the ghost of President 
Jimmy Carter — who barri- 
caded himself in the White 
House during the Iranian hos- 
tage crisis a decade ago, and 
may have lost his re-election 
bid because of it -— prompted 
the White House to show Bush 
on the Golf links and in his 
speedboat. 

Such photo opportunities 
are geared to allay any public 
panic, but they fail to show this 
is dearly a working holilday for 
Bush. 

On Friday, for example. 
Bush met his national security 
advisers for msot of the morn- 
ing and Canadian Prime Minis- 
ter Brian Molroqey, U.S. 
Treasury Secretary. Nicholas 
Brady and Budget Adviser 
Richard Dannan in the after- 


Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 
and British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd. 

And however rustie tbe set- 
ting, Baker has a fax machine 
to receive, documents ' and 
news. State Department 
spokesman Richard. Boucher 
said. 

Modem communications en- 
able top officials to be in con- 
stant contact without being in 
.the same place, said foreign 
policy expert Leila Fawez of 
the Fletcher School ofLaw and 
Diplomacy, in Medford, Mas- 
sachusetts. . 


Ironically, one diplomat who 
is ha Washington is the U.S. 
ambassador to Baghdad, who 
was absent from the Iraqi 
capital as Iraqi troops overran 
Kuwait on Aug. 2. 

Ambassador April Galspie is 
“providing her expertise and 
experience... on the current 
situation. No decision has been 
made on her return to Bagh- 
dad,” according to tbe State 
Department. 


Tbe U.S. Congress is stick- 
ing to the rule that August is 
for vacation, leaving tbe halls 
of government virtually empty. 

The president has earned 
sharp criticism for refusing to 


noon. T 

- . His Majesty .King Hussein 
met Bush at his seaside holiday 
home last week for talks on the 
Jordanian stance <m U.N. eco- 
nomic sanctions against Iraq. 
The King left Maine with tiie 
grim mien of a 'man in the 
middle of a crisis, not tfae- 
relaxed look of a monarch on 
holiday. 'll 

Bush has also pursued his 
own brand of telephone di- 
plomacy, talking with Austra- 
lian Prime Minister Robert 
Hawke and West German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl on 
Thursday. 

Baker keeps in touch several 
times a day from his rocky 
mountain aerie, and has had 
several messages' and phone 
calls with Soviet Foreign 


-Even so, tiie feeling that no 
one. is home during a crisis 
could damage diplomatic rela- 
tions, Fawez said! ' 

“ft may caiise' resentment 
among our allies,” Fawez fold 
Reuters in a telephone inter-. 
Yiew. Tn theshort term if s 
OK::, it gets tiie message 
through (that the United Slates 
is not panicking over-Iraqi ac- 
tions),--.. .-.J. 

.“But who are wekjdding?It 
is a major, crisis. I think it could 
becoonlCTrproductiveiD keep 
it up.” ■ ’■ ■ 

• U.S. Defence Secretary 
Dick Cheney is one mem ber of 
tiie Bush administration who 
has been constantly visible dur- 
ing the crisis. 

" Cheney had planned to start 
two weeks’ holiday last Friday, 
but instead spent four days in 
the Gulf visiting U.S. troops 
and talking with government 
tenders m the region. ’ 

“Tbe vacation, of coarse, 
went out tiie window as- soon as 
this whole (Gulf) business 
broke,” said one defence offi- 
cial, who asked not to be iden- 
tified. 


Security Council endorses use of force 


(Continued from page 1) 


An ban said the day would come 
when many countries that voted 
for tbe resolution, or abstained, 
would be the victims of such a 
precedent. 

He said the United States in- 
sisted on its right to use force, 
whether or not the council 
adopted the resolution. 

“This use of force by the Un- 
ited States of America or any of 
its allies or puppets will lead 
inevitably to a number of explos- 
ions which will burn a hole in its 
path,” he added. 

The U.N. resolution could be a 
pretext for an American attack 
on Iraq, Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat’s top adviser said Satur- 
day. 

“Tbe Security Council decision 
to use force to apply tbe econo- 
mic embargo risks being used as 
an alibi by the United states for 
aggression against Iraq.” said 
Bassam Abu Sharif in a statement 
made available to Reuters. 

Abu Sharif said “the use of 
force in the Gulf crisis by any 
participant would lead to a world- 
wide catastrophe.” 

Iraq quickly criticised the 
Soviet Union for supporting the 
resolution, saying h had ignored a 
request to delay the vote “a few 
days.” 

“This behaviour from the 
Soviet side looks like an attempt 
to find a pretext for voting on 
resolutions imposed by the Un- 
ited States on the security coun- 
cil,” the Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) quoted an official source 
as saying. 

During a week of debate on the 
wording of tiie resolution, tbe 
Soviet Union stressed political 
and diplomatic efforts should be 
exhausted before force was 
approved. 

The Iraqi News Agency said 
Moscow, at one time Iraq's main 


arms supplier, had -given Bagh- 
dad 90 minutes to take “radical 
steps” to avoid Soviet support for 
the resolution. 

Soviet President .Mikhail Gor- 
bachev warned Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein Friday that the 
council would adopt “appropriate 


U.N. chief invites Aziz 


(Continued from page 1) 


how I can prevent an escalation 
of the crisis...,” Perez de Cuellar 
told a news conference at the end 
of a three-day visit to Colombia. 

He said he would launch a 
diplomatic effort aimed at solving 
“in aU its aspects, the critical 
situation in the Gulf area.” He 
said his discussions would include 
the situation of thousands of fore- 
igners who the Iraqi government 
has prevented from leaving Iraq 
and Kuwait. 

“There is enormous worry all 
over the world. Nobody wants a 
war because that war would harm 
us all, even the countries furthest 
away,” he said, shortly before 
flying back to New York. 

Perez de Cuellar said the 
Security Council had acted with 
great prudence. But he said there 
was a danger of “a -negative reac- 
tion” from Iraq to the increasing- 
ly tough resolutions of the Secur- 
ity Council. ■ 

But he said tiie latest Security 
Council resolution had not been a 
total application of Article 42 of 
the U.N. Charter which permits 
the U.N. as a last resort to use 
military force to. enforce its re- 
solutions. 

“I hope that my action will 
avoid going up to this level which 
would truly be armed conflict ’ 1 
he said. . ’ 

In Baghdad, Aziz was quoted 
by the Iraqi News Agency as 
saying Iraq rejected the U.N. 


Iraq warns 


(Continued from page 1) 

He said a summit of five Arab 
states which tried to defuse tbe 
crisis days after' tbe invasion was 
sabotaged by. Saudi Arabia's -re- 
quest to the United States to semi 
troops. 

He described tfae tl.Sr pre- 
sence in Saudi Arabia- as : -the 
equivalent of Mus lims riramytng 
the Vatican. "What 'tfte’ U.S: 
president has done « a i xrime.” 
. Asked about.U.N. res olution* 
imposing sanctions and approving 
naval force to uphold them, Sad- 
dam dismissed the Security Gwm- 
cii as a tool of the United States. 

“The United Nations 
resolutions saying Israel should 
withdraw from tiie occupied terri- 
tories. Israel did not.' - r "" 
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additional measures” unless Iraq 
withdrew from Kuwait. 


U.S. Defence Department 
sources said the first test - of the 
blockade was likely to involve 12 
Iraqi oiT tankers how being tailed 
by the navy in the Middle East. 
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Security Council resolution, 
adding it was “purely a- U.S. 
resolution.” - : ' 

Asked if he thought tiie Iraqi 
government would agree fo talk 
to him, Perez said be had had a 
personal relationship ..with Aziz 
for six years during the IranTiaq 
war. “1 want fo ma^.Hseqf.that 
personal relationship, to avoid a 
worsening of the' atoation,” he 
said. 
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Lack of liq 
fqar cited 

j By P.V. VrvekaaajBd 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

^MMAN — The continued 
closure of banJcs, absence of 
employers, locked-out offices 
an& tbeooliapse of the national 
cupeixgr as well as “artificial 
s bp nr ages” of food and water, 
rather than fears of any im- 
mediate ‘ military hostilities, 
were the main reasons that 
prompted most Asian expatri- 
ates living In - Kuwait to leave 
country, according to many 
Indians, Pakistanis and others 
arrived here after a trying 
tik across the Kuwait-Iraqi- 
Jiidamao desert. 

Ht was as if a tap was turned 
off,” commented a Pakistani 
office manager who said he 
trad to stay on in Kuwait for 
mtare than three weeks after 
the Iraqi takeover of the coun- 
try on Aug. 2. “For the firs: 10 
to .2 days everyone hoped that 
tbiigs would return to normal 
despite reports of the (Amer- 
ica r-led) military build-up in 
Saidi Arabia and the Gulf," 
he said preferring to be identi- 
fied only as “Khan.” 

According to Khan, “the 
colapse of the auto-card sys- 
ten" — electronic teller 
madiines operating round the 
cio:k — was one of the last 
straws that broke the camels 
baci, undermining the deter- 
mimtion to stay on and “take 
thei, chances with whatever 
happens.” 

“h was the best insurance 
everjone had,”he told the Jor- 
dan Tunes. “They worked for 
a fev days - after the Iraqis 
came in, then they dried up, 
deprring many of us of any 
access lo any money at ail.” 
Shansnddin Chowdhary, a 
Bang&deshi, who said he was 
am on? a multi-national group 
wbid “was right in the middle 
of tb fighting on that rateful 
Thusday (Aug. 2)," thought 
the jroblem of lack of liquidity 
was compounded by missing 
empoyers and closed offices. 
“Th» spread despair among 


uid cash rather than 
for Kuwait exodus 


the people who had hoped that 
their employers might be able 
to help them overcome the 
problems," Chowdhary said. 

“I had money in the bank, 
and I still do. at least theoreti- 
cally,” he said. “But to what 
purpose? I could not withdraw 
any money, and no-one was 
accepting cheques.” 

“Our group of six ran out of 
cash in the first 10 days,” said 
Chowdhary, who said be was 
an assistant accountant at a car 
dealer’s; -“We sought help 
from other friends as well as 
our embassies, but everyone 
had the same problem — no 
cash.” 

Like Khan and Chowdhary, 
many othes interviewed by the 
Jordan Times, said they would 
have remained in Kuwait if 
there was some provision for 
cash or food supplies. In sever- 
al areas some people took the 
Initiative zo set up community 
kitchens, but soon their sup- 
plies also ran out, Chowdhary 
said. 

“It was not as if everyone 
had enough money to buy food 
and essentials for months at a 
stretch," said Raju Naik, an 
Indian mechanic. “If we had. 
we would not have undertaken 
the gruelling trek across the 
desen to reach Amman to take 
a flight home.” 

Fear of war was there of 
course, said an Indian woman. 
“But millions have lived in war 
zones and survived, even the 
people of Beirut have sur- 
vived; why should we be an 
exception?" 

“Even on the day we left, we 
could hear some gunfire from 
the distance, and we were not 
alarmed,” she said. “But with- 
out cash and basic essentials 
like water how could we sur- 
vive?” 

The problem was, she 
added, “ no-one knew what 
was going on. My husband and 
myself went to our offices daily 
only to see the big locks on the 
door.” 

“Our bosses were missing. 
There was no-one at their 


homes, and we had no idea 
whatsoever where they were.” 
she added. “It was not only IS 
days later that we knew (hat 
the entire (Kuwaiti) family had 
fled to London through Saudi 
Arabia.” 

Many also said they could 
not even get paid their salaries 
for July. “Many establishments 
pay salaries in the first week of 
every month, and since the 
invasion took place on the 
second of the month, there 
were many causes where no- 
one received their wages,” said 
a Filipino. 

Several people refuted re- 
ports that there were food shor- 
tages in Kuwait. “If you h3ve 
the money, you can buy food,” 
Khan asserted. But many 
others said vegetables and 
meat were available only in 
certain areas of Kuwait, and 
the prices were too high. 

“There was also an ‘artificial 
shortage' of water and power 
in some areas,” said a Sri 
Lankan driver who identified 
himself as Sebastian. “Many 
panicked, tried to store water 
in every conceivable way possi- 
ble, including bath tubs. Water 
was indeed cut off for three 
days, but then many had left 
already for fear that the supply 
was never going to be res- 
tored.” 

According to an Indian who 
declined to be identified, even 
the merger of the Iraqi and 
Kuwaiti dinars was not alarming 
since “wc knew the actual 
strength of the Kuwaiti money, 
but when water stopped com- 
ing through the tap we knew 
something was seriously wrong 
and decided it was time for us 
to call it a day and leave 
Kuwait." 

He now regrets the decision. 
“Some of the people in the 
same area who arrived here 
two days after me said water 
supply had been restored, and 
there was no problem with 
power and food either.” he 
said. “I am not sure anymore 
whether I made the right 
choice by opting to leave.” 


Swiss want a real national anthem 


By Kevin Uffey 

Heater t 

BERN— Switzerland’s 700th 
annifesary next year has promp- 
ted at uisoli cited flood fb sugges- 
tion! for a new national anthem. 

Bp Hans Rudolf Doerig, the 
offijal whose job it is to read 
thet says they just show bow 
har^it is to set the spirit of a 
moem state in song. 

"[our typical lyricist is a real 
edeveiss-poet. Usually they just 
dripvith bourgeois conservatism 
andatsch,” said Doerig, Deputy 
Dirtier of the Federal Office of 
Cu&re, waving a suggestion that 
had) ust arrived. 

lb cliched idyll of Alpine 
raeiows, Alphorus and Cow- 
belthas lost none of its appeal — 
andiometimes lands on his desk 
comkte with hand-painted ill us- 
tratrtm. 


ripality of Liechtenstein. 

Siich roindttcnces bothered n 
one before World War It but with 
the growth of international con- 
tacts after the war, the need for a 
distinctive anthem grew, 

"There were a few awkward 
incidents at the 1952 summer 
Olympics, when Switzerland was 
still a sporting power. I believe 
there was even some low-level 
diplomacy." Doerig said. 

“The Swiss weren't as polite as 
the British and so the wrong 
people always stood up.” 




Something had to be done. 

■ In this federalised country, 
central government’s decision 
was binding only on the army and 
the diplomatic service. So in 1961 
Bern merely invited the cantons 
(regions) to take up the psalm, 
which was at least Swiss through 
and through. 

More through resignation than 
enthusiasm, the psalm took hold. 
But the suggestions for an 
alternative, unsolicited and with 
little hope of success, never stop- 
ped coming. 


Op offering begins: 

“By charming mountains and 
lakes '.arrounded, 

Lies i or beautiful. Sweet Swiss 
bomelnd.” 

“Onthe other hand," Doerig 
concecs, “it’s pretty hard to get 
some tore current themes like 
Europan economic integration 
into anational anthem.” 
Theixisting anthem, the offi- 
cial Siss psalm, is notoriously 
difficu to sing — “there’s one 
point here you have to squeeze 
wordsn or you just get lost” — 
and eusively religious: 

“Yc arrive in the red sky of 
mornig, 

I see yu bathed in a sea of rays, 
You O glorious heavenly 
Lord.’ . 

The government decided only 
in 196 that an official anthem 
was neded at all. Unfortunately 
the mit popular alter nativ e to 
the psan was a bloodthirsty bat- 
tlecry - “do you call, O father- 
land?”— that harked back to 
Switzeand's martial beginnings. 
“In re field of adversity. 
Whs threatened by catas- 
trophe 

Let-lood be a red da wn to u s, 
Tberork of our day’s frenzy.” 
“I member at school in the 
SOs, w used to sing this kind of 
thing ompletely unquestionning- 
jy f " sd Doerig, who still knows 

the tet by heart. 

But do you call?" had another 
drawbek besides the dated text 

it us sung to tune of Britain s 

“Godiave die queen.” 

Britin started the _ idea of 
natiotl songs with its royal 
anthei in the 18th century. Not 
only « idea but also the tune 

caugf on with a host of small 
Eurosan states keen to bolster 

natioal feelings. 

Tb Swiss often used it as an 
unoftial anthem and even now it 
Hues out to accompany state 
gccanns in the tiny Alpine pnn- 
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highlights human survival instincts 


By Nut Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The long-term 
impact of the intifada on family 
and society is not easily 
measurable since the results of 
the uprising as a whole are not 
clear yet. Nevertheless what 
has been studied so far shows 
an astonishing human ability 
and agality to adapt to the 
most atrocious ways of living. 
It has been proven throughout 
history that survival instincts 
surge to the highest levels dur- 
ing moments of tragedy. It is 
also noteworthy that during 
moments of extreme hardship 
some of the best characteristics 
come our in the personality of 
an individual and the commun- 
ity as a whole. 

One important area where 
the intifada has already had 
significant effect is the trans- 
formation of the function of 
the family in society, particu- 
larly where women and chil- 
dren are concerned. Children 
should be playing, learning, 
feeling carefree and having 
fun. Children were never sup- 
posed to plan litrle schemes 
against the enemy, and get 
killed even if they are labelled 
as heroes as a result. But this is 
the situation in the Israeli 
occupied territories and it has 
escalated significantly since the 
intifada. According to avail- 
able statistics in 1989. there 
were 730 deaths caused by 
Israeli actions. 70.000 serious 
injuries and over 50.000 
arrests. Since about 48 per cent 
of the population is below the 
age of 15 and another 30 per 
cent is between the ages of 15 
and 25, it is evident that the 
majority of those injured and 
killed are from the younger 
generation. 

In an apparently popular 
story during the first two 
months of the intifada, a six 
year-old Palestinian boy threw 
stones at Israeli soldiers and 
was later grabbed bythem. 
They immediately demanded 
to know who had sent him out. 
The boy replied it was his 
brother Mohammad and was 
forced to show the soldiers 
where Mohammad was. After 
surrounding the house, the sol- 
diers challenged the brother to 
come outside. Mohammad 
stepped outside where the sol- 
diers could visibly see him. He 
was only three years old. 

There are countless exam- 
ples like this one, psychiatrist 
Dr. Walid Sarhan says. 
“Although it is tragic to see a 
boy of three so matured and 
artful, when he should really 
be running around full of joy, 
the independence and author- 
ity Mohammad has attained is 
remarkable," be says. 


During the two and a half 
years of the uprising, family 
roles and relationships have 
changed dramatically “by 
youths participating directly 
and extensively in the intifada 
and challenging the traditional 
patriarchal authority of the 
male head of household,” says 
a researcher who prefered not 
to be named. What was once a 
father figure no longer holds 
for it is now the children who 
are regarded as “heroes’ and 
answering to the wider author- 
ity of the national cause. Even 
children, who have just man- 
aged to walk and talk, stand up 
for a cause they do not deeply 
understand: to fight the 
enemy. “There is no distinc- 
tion in authority between the 
children and the elders, for 
authority has become the sta- 
tus of 14 year olds out in the 
street,” Sarhan says. 

It is clear that it has become 
the responsibility of the child 
to take on a heavy burden, and 
the children have learned to be 
more cooperative with one 
another and now they are mas- 
ters at working in a team. 
“They learn at an extremely 
early age and therefore they 
become more aware of people 
and the surroundings which 
they live in. They learn to 
think and naturally they be- 
come more mature Sarhan 
says. 

Though no war or uprising 
can be described positively in 
its absolute sense, Sarhan 
noted that in long term results 
children of the intifada grow 
up with a mind of their own. 
Though, neurologist Dr. Nasri 
Khouri says it can swerve the 
other way where the children 
would grow uncontrolled and 
without respect of order. Their 
sense of heroism and nationa- 
listic achievements could very 
well affect their future socially 
and psychologically. Also, 
fighting for what is their 
(Palestinians) land and for 
their national right requires of 
the children to become little 
adults at an immensly rapid 
pace thus skipping their chil- 
dhoodstage, Sarhan says. 
“Generally speaking, the chil- 
dren will become very serious 
and hard when they are adults. 
On the other hand most of the 
children are more likely to 
become ambitious and self-de- 
pendent as they will yearn for 
something better- than what 
they saw as children.” 

Khouri maintains that while 
some will get over this experi- 
ence with time, there are those 
who will be scared for life and 
suffer harsh consequences if 
they were to be faced with 
personal experiences, such as 
being beaten up brutally, 
abused or severely harassed. 
According to a research paper 


by the Arab Federation of 
Psychiatrists, ’‘the role of play 
in the psycho-social develop- 
ment of the ‘children of the 
stones' is having its effect, un- 
expectedly, in a positive way in 
many aspects, such as the de- 
velopment of the personality, 
socially, cognitively and even 
physically.” 

However extreme the living 
conditions may be, Sarhan 
notes, the children seem to be 
fascinated with what they are 
doing during the uprising. 
They often tell stories about 
heroic children who never got 
frightened by Israeli soldiers 
but “felt something moving 
within them and that a game 
was about to start,” contrary to 
the beginning of the uprising 
when the children would cry 
and run to the adults for com- 
fort, Sarhan says. 

Data from the Arab Journal 
of Psychiatrists indicates that 
out of every group of seven 
uninjured four to 12 year olds, 
six were not suffering from any 
pathological symptoms of de- 
pression or anxiety. 

Perhaps, says Sarhan, this 
can partly be attributed to the 
fact that the intifada “did not 
come out of the blue,” so there 
was no real chaos or confusion. 
“There was a purpose, a deter- 
mination, a message indicating 
that it was one generation that 
was brought up in frustration.” 
The Palestinians felt they had 
to do something to defend 
themselves as individuals. 
They discovered they could 
when the intifada began, 
Sarhan says. 

However glorious a picture 
this may paint of the Palesti- 
nian children, as fearless 
heroes, this is not to say that 
the children do not experience 
any symptoms of fear. “The 
most frightening experience 
for many is night raids.” says 
Sarhan. In the daytime every- 
one around them is awake and 
can come for help, but at night, 
the sudden unexpected knock 
on the door “brings night- 
mares, anxiety and fear to the 
kids,” he says. 

A researcher says, “despite 
such tales of fearlessness, we 
should not be deceived into 
thinking that Palestinians are 
totally immune from fear and 
are not perhaps being per- 
manently scared by the extent 
■of the violence- perpetrated 
against them, children are ex- 
hibiting typical symptoms of 
fear: bedwetting, uncontroll- 
able crying, loss of appetite, 
nightmares and aggressive- 
ness." 

Examples like these are in- 
dications of the two-edged na- 
ture of the intifada. The ways 
in which h has strengthened 
and transformed the Palesti- 
nian community is counterba- 


lanced by the repercussions 
caused by the degree of vio- 
lence and suppression against 
it, the researcher asserts. 

The psychological impact of 
children becoming heroes and 
authoritative figures is not the 
only worry. One of the most 
serious concerns, specialists 
say, is the emergence of a 
generation that is illiterate and 
uneducated and “Israel is uti- 
lising this to destroy them.” 
While the schools are closed, 
many teachers are found in the 
streets with groups of children, 
teaching them to read, write 
and struggling to get the stu- 
dents educated. According to 
Sarhan, this is not enough be- 
cause there are large numbers 
of children who have never 
gone to school and are reduced 
to the first level of education. 
“What will happen to all these 
children in the future? How 
hard will it be to start with the 
education system all over again 
once they are young adults?” 
Sarhan asks. 

These same questions con- 
cern educationalists and pa- 
rents. A major impact, mind- 
boggling to education special- 
ists is that the discipline thar a 
school provides, which is lack- 
ing now, may result in a gen- 
eration of youths who do not 
answer to 2 ny authority what- 
soever and challenge every tra- 
ditional of obedience. “Spe- 
cialists are at a loss over the 
long term impact," says 
Sarhan. 

The authority of teachers 
has thus deteriorated (as has 
the parents’ authority), Sarhan 
adds. A specialist recalls stor- 
ies told during the examination 
period, where students would 
cheat any way they knew and 
the teachers could not be able 
ro control them. Sarhan ex- 
plains that before the intifada 
the children used to look up at 
the teachers with respects but 
uow, they are the ones who 
seem to be controlling the area 
and are beginning to view the 
“authoritative figures” as co- 
wards. Children have de- 
veloped a tremendous confi- 
dence in themselves that they 
are no longer susceptible to 
parental or any adult relations. 
Sarhan says. 

Many educationalists assert 
that the policy of closing 
schools and universities in the 
occupied territories'is because 
Israel recognises that 1 the most 
prominent achievement of the 
Arabs in the occupied territor- 
ies is their higher education 
levels. "The Israelis fear that 
the level of education will 
overcome them and so they 
launched this strategy as a 
purely defensive practice,” 
says Ibraheem Abu Lughod, a 
professor of political science in 
North-West University of Chi- 
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cago. 

But worries of educational- 
ists. concerned specialists and 
parents seem to differ from the 
bulk of the people in the occu- 
pied territories. Dr. Assad 
Abdul Rahman, a Palestinian 
professor in Jordan and mem- 
ber of the Palestine National 
Council (PNC) explains that 
some of the children have 
mixed feelings about the “clo- 
sure of schools, while on the 
whole they seem to accept it as 
a sacrifice during any war and 
not just theirs.” “One finds 
many youths in the streets 
fighting for their national cause 
and taking great pride in them- 
selves. education for them 
seems absurd." Abdul Rah- 
man says. 

Although the older children 
understand the future effects 
of being uneducated, both in' 
dividual iy and within the socie- 
ty. they consider nationalistic 
obligations as a higher priority. 

Yet even with the education- 
al deprivation the Palestinian 
children seem to have a high 
level of confidence and self- 
esteem. They look ahead at 
their future as any child living 
under normal conditions. 

According to Abu Lughod. 
the Israelis have thought out 
their policy very carefully and 
the end result, whichever way 
it turns will, be detrimental to 
the Palestinians. He adds that 
“Israeli intentions are to trans- 
form the existing population 
into a pool of labour.” In other 
words the Palestinian popula- 
tion would do the “dirty work" 
for the Israelis and they will 
have to accept their fate. 

Abu Lughod says that even 
educational institutions outside 
have not produced adequate 
material that could be utilised 
as a substitute to formal 
schooling. On the one hand the 
Palestinians will be forced into 
the labour force to work for 
the Israelis and on the other 
hand, with an average popula- 
tion of 20 year olds who will be 
unskilled, uneducated and job- 1 
less, “it will become more like 
Mauritania.” Abu Lughod 
says. 

Not even in World War II — 
nowhere in the world for that 
matter — has a country prohi- 
bited the continuation of 
education. Although the Nazis 
were in full control of schools, 
they respected the necessity of 
education. Abu Lughod 
affirms. “What the Israelis are 
doing is unprecedented. And 
no effective counter strategy 
has been created. The Arab 
States have not even stated 
that Israel is committing cultu- 
ral genocide on the Palestinian 
population.” he adds. 
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Senna takes pole position 
for Belgian Grand Prix 


SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS, Bet- 
8* 111 11 (R) — Aytom Senna cele- 
brated the signing of his new 
contract with McLaren Saturday 
by claiming pole position for Sun- 
™y >s Belgian Grand Prix motor 
**ce with a magnificent b*p in 
final qualifying. 

■The 30-y ear-old Brazilian, 
driving with all hxs customary 
smoothness and aggression, 
steered his car round the sweep- 
ing 6,940-ltilometrc circuit in the 
Ardennes in a best time of one 
minute 50.365 seconds. 

- His time not only eclipsed the 
best efforts of his team-mate Au- 
strian Gerhard Berger, who bad 


looked destined for his third pole 
of the year until Senna’s late 
effort, but also beat his own 
qualifying record time for the Spa 
track set last year. 

It was Senaa's sixth pole in 11 
Grands Prix this year and ex- 
tended his career record total to 
48 — and it was also a perfect way 
for him to show his relief and 


the Brazilian’s future. 

Berger finished up second 
quickest in Saturday’s final qual- 
ifying session with a time of 
1:50.948 and will share the front 
row of the grid with his McLaren 
team-mate. 

Frenchman Alain Prost, who 
has agreed to stay with Ferrari for 
1991, was third fastest and be 


happiness at agreeing to stay with % jshares die second row with local 
the McLaren toym for next year, hero Thierry Boutsen who man- 
aged to improve his time by two 
The team issued a sta t ement seconds in his Williams, 
early Saturday which said they Briton Nigel Mansell was fifth 
had agreed terms with Senna for quickest in the second Ferrari and 
a new contract for 1991, so en- Alessandro Manmni of Italy was 
ding months of speculation over sixth fastest for Benetton. 


U.S. BASEBALL 
STANDINGS 


National League 

East Division 



W 

L 

Fct. 

Pittsburgh 

74 

51 

.592 

New York 

70 

53 

.569 

Montreal 

64 

60 

.516 

Chicago 

59 

65 

.476 

Philadelphia 

58 

65 

.472 

St. Louis 

58 

67 

.464 


West Division 


Cincinnati 

71 

53 

.573 

Los Angeles 

65 

60 

.520 

- San Francisco 

65 

60 

.520 

San Diego 

59 

64 

.480 

- Houston 

55 

71 

.437 

Atlanta 

48 

77 

.384 


Friday’s Games 

San Diego 2, Montreal 1 
Cincinnati 4, Pittsburgh 3 
Atlanta 3, Chicago 0 
St. Louis 3, Houston 2, 11 innings 
New York 3, Los Angeles 2 
San Francisco 13, Philadelphia 2 

American- League 

East Division ' 


Boston 

67 

57 

.540 


Toronto 

66 

60 

.524 

2 

‘ Baltimore 

59 

64 

.480 

m 

'Detroit 

58 

68 

.460 


Cleveland 

57 

67 

.460 


Milwaukee 

57 

67 

.460 


New York 

52 

72 

.419 

15 

: 

West Division 




.Oakland 

49 

46 

.632 


-Chicago 

73 

50 

.593 

5 

Texas 

65 

60 

.520 

14 

Kansas City 

63 

62 

.504 

16 

'California 

61 

65 

.484 

18Vi 

Seattle 

61 

65 

.484 

18V6 

.Minnesota 

55 

70 

.440 

24 


Friday’s Games 

Milwaukee 1, New York 0 

Oakland 6, Detroit 4 

Boston 2, Toronto 0 

Chicago 5, California 2 

Kansas City 4, Seattle 3 

Texas 2, Minnesota 0 

Baltimore 5, Cleveland 4, 11 innings 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

1090 tnouiw Menu Stwcw, Inc 


East-West 

deals. 


ELIMINATE THE NEGATIVE 
vulnerable. North would be needa 


NORTH 

* J 6 
• K 9 

A 9 7 6 2 

* Q 7 3 2 

WEST EAST 

*2 ♦ K 10 98543 

/J 10 7 6432 8 5 

", KJ43 10 5 

+ A +54 

SOUTH 
+ A Q 7 

: a o 

Q 8 

+ K J 10 9 8 6 

The bidding: 

North East South West 

Pass 2 * 2 ■ 

;3 + Pass 6 + Pass 

> Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Six of ’■ 

Every so often wc receive a hand 
| where the play is fascinating, but (he 

■ bidding stumps us. This hand from 
^ the Danish team championships is a 

■ prime example. 

If North-South were playing 

■ standard opening bids, both 
, North's one-diamond opening and 

subsequent free raise to three clubs 
' make no sense at all. And if they 
were using a sub-minimum range of 
■6-10, then South's jump to six clubs 
'was the height or optimism. 

Declarer almost made his con- 
struct. Obviously, some endplay 


would be needed to land the slam, 
so South won the opening heart lead 
in dummy and ran the jack of 
spades. When East did not cover 
and the jack won, declarer repeated 
the spade finesse. West ruffed and 
exited with a heart, and declarer 
eventually had to concede a dia- 
mond trick. Down one. 

In a way, justice was served, but 
slightly better timing would have al- 
lowed South to sneak home in his 
ambitious contract. For the strip 
and end play to succeed, declarer 
needed to take away West's exit 
card in hearts. Suppose South wins 
the opening lead in hand with (he 
ace of hearts and then crosses to the 
king. Now the jack of spades is led. 
If East covers, declarer wins the ace 
and cashes the queen. If West ruffs, 
he is endplayed. so he must discard. * 

Declarer completes the strip (not 
that it matters) by ruffing the low 
spade in dummy, then exits with a 
trump, in with the ace. West has a 
choice of ways by which to surren- 
der. A diamond away from the king 
allows declarer to score two dia- 
mond tricks, and a heart presents 
declarer with a ruff-sluff. 

Is there a moral to this sLory? 
Yes. West should have led the ace of 
trumps, and in the fullness of time 
the defenders would have collected a 
diamond trick to punish North- 
SouLh for their ill-founded venture. 


Meskhi 

reaches 

women’s 

classic 

semifinals 

MAHWAH, New Jersey (R) — 
Leila Meskhi, the Soviet national 
champion, continued her fine 
form Friday by upsetting Kater- 
ina Maleeva of Bulgaria to read] 
the s emifinals . 

Meskhi, ranked 24th in the 
world, dominated the baseline 
rallies to crash the seventh- 
ranked Maleeva 6-2, 6-2 in 50 
minutes. The quarter-final was 
forced indoors by an all-day rain. 

The impressive run of Meskhi’s 
looks in danger of ending as she 
feces world number one Steffi 
Graf, die two-time defending 
champion, in the semifinals. 

The other semifinal will be an 
all-American match between 
Zina Garrison and 14-year-old 
Jennifer Capriati. 

“I played the points fast, taking 
the ball on the rise and it helped 
that the court was fast," said 
Meskhi, who has dropped only 
one set in four rounds. 


New Zealander 
wins Merit 
Cup series 

••• ■*- -**--» Mif.il Si f.I.VJV'l'i’' 

TOKY07(R) '—"New Zeafepd 

yachtsman Chris Dickson fought 
back from one race down to win 
the best of three final of the Merit 
Cup 12-metre match racing series 
at Miura Bay, near Tokyo, Satur- 
day. 

“Dickson, who lives in Japan, 
has twice won the World Match 
Racing Championship and has 
been ranked number one in the 
world for 18 months. 

After winning the last two 
races of the series Dickson com- 
mented: “It’s tough to come from 
one race down in this sort of 
competition. 

Tm thrilled. Our team have 
won against the world’s best, 
which shows that our two-year 
training programme has paid 
off.” 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


China 
hopes 
to host 
Olympics 
in 2000 

PEKING (AP) — China, having 
constructed international sports 
facilities for the 11th Asian 
Games, has now set its rights on 
hosting the Olympics in the year 
2,000, a senior official said. 

He Zbenliang, president of the 
Chinese Olympic Committee, 
said China was “taking an active 
attitude” toward bidding for the 
2000 Olympic Gaines, tire official 
Xinhua News Agency reported 
late Friday. 

Plans to bid for the games 
would depend on the success of 
tire 11th Asian Gaines, which are 
to be held were on Sept. 22-Oct. 
7, be was quoted as saying. 

The Asian Games will be Chi- 
na’s first major international 
sports event. Organisers have 
rushed to complete facilities, it is 
widely thought, intended not only 
for the Asian Games but also for 
their use in bidding for the Olym- 
pics as well. 

With less than a month to the 
start of the 11th Asian Games, 
organise rs still are more than $4 
million short of their fundraising 
target, an official report said Fri- 
day. 


Germans move together 
as Yugoslavs fall apart 


SPLIT, Yugoslavia (R) — As the 
German teams take a symbolic 
stride tow ards sporting unity, the 
divisions which are tearing the 
host nation apart have overcpflled 
into the European Athletics 
Championships opening Monday. 

The East and West German 
teams, both athletics superpow- 
ers in their own right, have 
chosen to share the same hotel in 
their last competition before the 
two states merge into a angle, 
reunified nation in little more 
than a month’s time. 

The decision allows the Ger- 
man athletes to ming le as if they 
were one team, removing at a 
stroke tile barriers which kept 
them apart for so long. 

But the example is clearly lost 
on the host nation where rising 
ethnic tension between Croats 
and Serbs has overflowed into the 
championships. 

Disputes over flags and nation- 
al anthems have broken out with 
Serbs accusing Croatian organis- 
ers of trying to use the cham- 
pionships to promote their repub- 
lic’s claims to greater independ- 
ence. 

Organisers, who say Croatian 
regional authorities have funded 
the event almost single-handedly, 
originally wanted the Croatian 
flag raised and anthem played, 
rather than the Yugoslav ones, if 
one of their athletes won a gold 
medal. 

In the face of Serbian opposi- 


tion, the claim was eventually 
dropped but the organisers are 
stni anxious for a show of Croa- 
tian pride — flags, anthem and nil 
— at the opening ceremony. 

Such a display would be deeply 
offensive to Serbs, who come 
from the largest of Yugoslavia’s 
six republics, and whose athletes 
form three-quarters of home 
team. 

Talks to resolve the issue were 
stffl going on over tire weekend. 

Amid all the upheaval, it has 
been bard to remember that a 
major, week-long athletics event 
is due to take place and a last- 
minute rush is under way to 
ensure everything is ready on 
time. 

Renovations have been made 
to the 80,000 capacity Poljud 
Stadium, built for the 1979 
Mediterranean Games, which 
overlooks the Adriatic at the 
major port and holiday resort of 
Split. 

Some 33 nations have entered a 
total of 1,031 athletes — 626 men 
and 405 women — with Britain, 
favourites in most of the men's 
track events, registering the 
largest contingent of .115. 

East Germany, who have won 
180 medals, 75 of them gold, in 
the seven champ ionships at which 
they have competed under a 
separate banner, have a chance to 
close a chapter of sporting history 
in glory. 


U.S. Open promises close fight 


NEW YORK (R) — It’s getting 
crowded at the top in te nnis and 
the U.S. Open may serve as the 
tiebreaker that settles the ques- 
tion of who really rules among 
the players. 

The two-week, $6.3-million 
open begins Monday at the 
National Tennis Centre and com- 
petition looks sure to be extreme- 
ly fierce. 

It will at least be less noisy than 
usual as air traffic controllers 
have vowed to stop jets using 
Laguardia Airport’s Rnnway 13, 
which for years has sent the 
planes roaring low over centre 
court. 

Top-ranked players Stefan 
Edberg and Steffi Graf are the 
-leading seeds but neither is a 
dear favourite as their rivals have 
also been enjoying success this 
.yeac. . - 

The three other Grand Slam 
tournaments have yielded six 
different winners. 

Edberg, whose Wimbledon 
triumph helped him to climb to 
number one, has West German 
Boris Becker and Ivan Lendl to 
contend with, among a host of 
others. 

The Swede is keen to consoli- 
date his standing as number one, 
and Lendl, the former occupant 
of the' top slot who won his 
second successive Australian. 
Open title last January, is equally 
eager to erase his latest Wimble- 
don disappointment. 

Becker, the defending cham- 
pion and ranked second in the 
world, needs victory to avoid 
being shut out of the Grand Slam 


honours this year. 

Edberg has never won the U.S. 
Open. “Being ranked number 
one is very important to me,” he 
said. “It will be interesting to see 
how long I stay there.” 

Lendl has no mathematical 
chance of reclaiming his number 
one rank this year but the world 
number three said: “If I win two 
Grand Slams I feel I should be 
number one (for the season).” 

Also to be reckoned with are 
French Open champion Andres 
Gomez of Ecuador, at a dis- 
advantage on the hardcourts 'at 
Flushing Meadow, and Roland 
Garros runner-up Andre Agassi, 
the shaggy-haired American 
heart-throb of the teenaged set. 

A pair of wily past champions, 
John McEnroe and Jimmy Con- 
nors, are unseeded .but still cap- 
able of springing surprises while 
fellow American baseliner 
Michael Chang and serve-and- 
volley specialist Goran Ivanisevic 
of Yugoslavia are also dangerous 
contenders. 

On the women's side, the con- 
test is more open than usual. 

For a decade, the major cham- 
pionships always seemed destined 
to be a showdown between num- 
bers one and two — first it was 
Chris Evert and Martina Navrati- 
lova, then it became Graf and 
Navratilova. 

Now a third force has elbowed 
her way in — Yugoslav teenager 
Monica Seles. 

Sales, best known last year for 
her grunting on . court and her 
giggling whenever otherwise en- 


gaged, has blossomed into a 
champion. 

The 16-year-old Seles has shot 
up 10 cm since last year yet 
retained control of her fierce, 
two-fisted groundstzokes. 

This year die has been on a 
winning spree, taking seven 
tournaments, including the 
French Open where she became 
youngest champion ever. 

Graf, who has reigned as num- 
ber one for three years, has had a 
trying time since winning the 
Australian Open. 

Weakened by a anus condition 
and distracted by newspaper 
allegations about her father’s love 
life, she lost to Seles in die 
French final. Two mouths later 
die was ousted by American Zina 
Garrison in the semifinals at 
-WimMedan. ■- - — ■ • 

Navratilova, a winner of -four 
U.S. 'open singles tiges, took 
advantage of Grafs lapse to win a 
record ninth Wimbledon crown 
— a feat that should help her to 
cope with tile pressures of chasing 
another Grand Shun title. 

Graf has all the motivation she 
needs to conclude a difficult year 
with a successful defence of her 
open title. 

But tiie 21-year-old West Ger- 
man may find herself under press- 
ure a little bit earlier than she is 
used to in the tournament. 

Her opponent in the last 16 
could well be the 14-year-old 
American sensation Jennifer 
Capriati, who has risen to 13th in 
the world in just six months as a 
professional player. 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY AUGUST 26, 1999 

By TftomasS. Pierson, Astrologer, Canon FSghter 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 'down and this is time to appjlf 


can wisely think in terms of greater 
abundance a* you start to employ 
your found source of inspire- 
non that will bring to light many 
facets of desirable activities. 

ARIES: (March -21 to April 19) 
You get out hour under very prac- 
tical interests today are able to 
take your btffint id eas to usual 
associates to get backing of worth- 
while nature. ' - 

TAURUS; (April 20 to May 20) 
Personal interests, should not be 
replaced by more practical and 
material ones so concentrate upon 
a good chance to increase your 
abundance. ~ 

GE MINI: ( May 21 to June 21) You 
start getting out from under book 
limiting condition* and are more 

able to bring into the open the 
various goals of importance to you. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21 ) You have been concen- 
trating pretty much upon gaining 
personal wishes and desires but 
now you are more; able to quietly 
arrange apian to gv in your goals. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have had many matters of a world- 
ly nature to take care of and now is 
the, time to act into those desires 
w™ are of a move personal na- 
ture. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Whatever you have in mind 
where extending your horizons is 
concerned has pretty much crimed' 


these new ideas to public activities. 
t.irra j (September 23 to October 
22) The past days have fo und 
filled with getting yoar materW 
affairs and business conditions tn 
order, now you can bring fesemat- , 
jug new concerns, into your .nto- . 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Naven- . 
ber 21) You have had occasicu 
recently to work out problems w* 
p ersons of very fixed and otter 
uncompromising views, now time 
to put agreements into effect. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to' 
December 21) -You have been! - 
greatly bogged down with wodt;_ 
activities for sometime and now'-, 
you can spend less time on thest^ 
and more on outride outlets. ' 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You have .been .seeing 
much of those who appeal to yo u is' 
a personal manner but die time hto 
coose to join forces with those w q 
assist you on projects.' 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Fein i- 
ary 19) You have been much ti d 
down to home matters and its to e 
you get out to some c ntci t ainm ei s 
and recreations that bring you pc-' 
asure. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Mai h 
20) You have been doing a go d 
deal of getting about in the wo d 
and now is the time, for you o 
spend omsiderabiy more time t 
neath your own roof for a go d 
time. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Horri? 



"At yotir age a wrenched bade - 
js very comraohJ* - 


is* tiwso&musd wo«Mai 
Jl JlvXVBuWwl* by Heref Arnold and Bob 


Un s c ramb le these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 

PONCA I 

i Wrn 

TRYNEI 

n Trn 

UNSLIM | 


fdd»l»lll:l 


And now lor 
ffw storybook 
ending 


HE DOESN'T - 
UNPERSTANP THAT 
HTS WIFE DOES-*- 


ebetedtetta 
as 


Answer here: 


•^>4 LI STEN.SHORT STUFF! 

>T~ C ] please stdpannoying 
Wmei r dont want you 
Bothering me ^ 
,-Vl ANy longer// 


- (Anawws 

Jumbtes: BLOAT RAVEN WISDOM PAUNCH 
Answer He never needs as much as HE 




l - 












JreXJ. 
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AtriK^ph&ratendue 

Les Jordanians entre solidarity et egoisme 


'GUI 


ed ibcj. 

raanss 
a aid!* 
fnaSc 
- 07 s — *p 

•3 SMC 

taa’iia: 

a" 

id&l’i 

s 

it ciat’i 
saw as 
!tt £ t 
foa e 


Le »wnbre d T in$crits n’est pas encore pubS£ mais 
< fes m illiers dt Jordaniens (haamnes, femmes, en- 
pressmtdepnls deox sematees aux portes 
de PrasodatkiiK de* syndicate, des arganlsatioiis dc 
cbajfkt etdevantles t jp^n^rcbfcs poor s’fnserire 

_ Depots quelques temps, let c e n t re s d’enrftlenient et rfany Ies 
Joroameos prennent trta rite des roes d* Amman, les Jordaniens 
demons irts importantes. Samir . sembfcnr trts enthoutiastes et 
2®®® d6j4 de rapatrier twites ses s’aggftifromt devant ks centres, 
“flaiies pour rester ki EC pour fe criant des slogans patriotiq nes et 
cas o ii a.ne serait pas moUSisd, 3 mristant sor la necessity d’aidcr 
essaye anjouxd’bui de s’inscrire & les r£fnp£s. 
l’noiversUd de Jordanie pour «Enmtesede joantee. tenozn- 
pomsaiwe ses dtades. bre dTnscripdons poor I’arotee 

Coimne beanconp de jenses populaire a attaint un maximum 
0 Bns en Jordanie, Samir Itndie de 15.000 personnes, exsliooc 
anx Etats-Unis et est vena cet txt. Mohamed Rasbdan, le secretaire 
pour passer des vacances avec sa gdndral do comit£ populaire. On 
et ses amis. Le 21 aofkt, 3 ne cramalt pas encore le total 
devait rentier & Washington pour exact. Tout cc qn’on pent due 
s’mscrirc 1 I’umvereite, mais 3 a 0 * 68 * qu’i coup aflr, 3 a ddpassd 
dfadd anaintenant dc rester en Ies 8O.O0O». 

Jordanie pour essayer de <fairc Rasbdan co nfirms que 1’atmos- 
quelqoe chose poor la patrio. pbfcre est & I’enthousiaame: «Tai 
»fCe n’c# pas qu’on m’mterdise mime vu one fois one femme 
de m’en aBer, explique~t-tl: an avec ses deux enfants 4g6s de 10 
tontxauc, e’est trts facSe pour et 12 ans, en tenue roilitaiie, 
moi. Mais je me stns inscrif main- venir pour combattre et ddfcndre 
tenant dans I’ansde populaire la Nation, 
paroe que je sens que ma panic Dans In droonstances actuel- 
cst en danger et que, id an morns, Ies, chacun se sent capable de 
je pourrai pew-toe apporter on prendre part anx ^tenements et 
peu d’aicte aiixmalhetucict, voire de se prdpazer 4 la guerre. 

4 ma patrio. «Nous avons re^n des gens flgfe 

Avec ses deux secure et son de 5 ou 6 ans jusqu’4 65 ans, 
ande, Samir offre de temps en affimxe Rasbdan, dont un grand 
*«nps de la nourriture et des nombre a dlj4 une experience 
vltements anx gens an i v ant da nriHtairej* 

Koweit. Ses parents vivent 14-bas En efict, les Jordaniens atten- 
et 3s y reste nt . jusqu’4 present, dent leur tour avec impatience 
Dans les unfrershls, dans les poor toe appells & combattre. Us 



Goife; la arise morale 


La tension continue & 
monter dans notre region. 

La guerre des nerfe -et la 
guerre tout court, seion cer- 
tains- a dlj4 commence. Le 
president Bush, lux* con- 
tinue it pratiquer son sport 
prlferl (le golf!) 4 Kenne- - 
bunk-port, dans son ranch. 

Les Ettats-Unis ne se 
contentent pas d’oecoper 
I' Arabie Saoudite; 3s 6ten- 
dent leur occupation a ox 
Emirate Arabes_Upis et 

\ penf-fltre riemam^ Bahrain •' 

et 4 Oman, sous le mime 
prltexte de les «protlger 
centre rirak». Et, au fil des 
jours, gouvernements, commentatetxrs et observateurs 
constatent qu’en fait les Ettats-Unis n’ont fait que saisir 
l’occasion pour mettre A execution leers vieux plans 
d’occupation militaire des puits de p6trole pour mieux 
dominer les Economies europ6ennes et japonaises, leurs 
adversaires redouts. 

Orn, la arise politique dans le Goife arabe bat son plein 
et, malgnS les incertitudes et les crain tes sor le plan 
mditaire, des responsables de bonne volont£ oomme le roi 
Hussein continuent & dfiployer leurs efforts pour einp6cher 
I’explosion de la situation dans cette region. 

Mads la arise actueUe a ausa une autre dimension. CT est 
la aise morale', la crise de ses prindpes, dont souffte 
I’ Occident capitahste. Sur ce plan, les Dements actuels 
ont autant dlmportance que les 6v6nements de l’automne 
denrier en Europe de Test. Ceux-d ont bien d6montr£ la 
crise du monde socdaHste sur les plans idtologique, 
politique et moral. 

Pendant un temps, I’unp6riafisme occidental a exploit^ la 
d^bfide des regimes sodaKstes pour faire croire h la 
superiority du capitalisme, seal capable de de r£pondxe aux 
besoms des homines. Or, la conduite de rimpyrialisme 
americain et de ses alh£s au cours des demi&res semaines a 
remis en hixn&re la duplicity, Phypocrisie et ropportunisme 
de l’id6ologie capitalist. 

Depuis le 2 ao3t, le Conseil de Security est presque en 
ytat de reunion permanence 4 la demande des Etats-Unis. 
En quclques heures, ceux-d peu vent imposer au Conseil 
tes rysolutions qu’ils veulerit au nom du droit international. 
Quand 3 s’agit de condamner les violations innombrables 
de ce mSme droit par lsra£l le dd6gu6 am6ricain fait tout 
pour empycher la oondamnation de l*Ettat h^breux par le 
Conseil de Sycurity. 

M. Bush ne peut pas toiyrer r«occupation» du Koweit 
quelques semaines et exige que llrak se retire imm6diate- 
ment. Mais M. Bush et 1’admmistratin am6ricaine estiment 
que te moment n'est pas encore venu pour exiger d'Israd 
I ’application de la rdsolution 242 du ConseO de Sycurity 
vingt-trois ans aprfes son adoption. Le retrait des troupes 
israeliennes -qui persycutent quotk&ennement tes Palesti- 
niens- de Cisjordanie et de Gaza n'est pas urgent aux yeux 
des dyfenseurs de la justice, de la dtoiocratie, de la hbertd 
et du droit k Pautodytennination! 

Avons-nous besoins de dire que Sa d dam Hussein ne fait, 
en quelque sorte, qu'appliquer ce que 1’Ocddent nous a 
appris auparavant? 

Deux poids, deux mesures: e’est le «pnnape» qu apph- 
quent les Etats-Unis et leurs aOtes aux pays du «Tiers- 
Monde». Qu’ils ne nous parlent pas du «tfcoit intemation- 
al» car 3 signifie pour eux «Ia loi de la jungle*. 

B y a quelques jmus, le prdsident Bush nous a fait 
remarauer que «la prise d’otages est contraire aux tradi- 
tioas jnusalmanes*. Quelle ironie! B ne reste aux musul- _ 
mansf'qu’ft apprendre leur religion du «Che3ch Bush»l 

La campagne hystyrique de l’Ocddent capitalist* contre 
Flrak ne fait pas peur aux Arabes. Les choses n’ont jamais 
dtd si daires aux yeux des peuples qd ont subi Texploita- 
tion pendant si longtemps. Le «nouvel ordre politique 
internationals sera peut-6tre iuqaosd par Ies peuples du 
Tiers-Monde, un ordre qui connaitra la vfintabte justice. 

Ddddyment, nous n’avons plus 4 apprendre de tegons de 
morale de J’Ocddent- II a trahi hri m£me ses prindpes. 
Nous ne nous sentixons nuflement coupabiea si nous 
dyfendons nos intyrits et notre avemr. hTest-ce pas c?ela 
que cbercbent ceux qui tapent aujourdTiui sur les tambours 
de la guerre d a n s te goife arabe? 


dans l’armye populaire et offrir des dons aux 
rtihg^s venant du Koweit. Un bouleversement 
notable est apparv dans la vie des Jordaniens 
refl&tant un mflange de sentiments: du palriotisme, 
de la pear, de l’anxKtf et parfois de la haine. 




q qnnpciiiaa ntumifr. 

omstent 4 tons les cours d'e- les p6riodes d'entralnement du- 
ntrafnement mis en place par le rent une semaine avec cinq coure 
dypartement de la defense civile, diff Frenis. Des dizaines de stages 
Far ail! ears, les responsables de ce type se dtawlent rimul- 
jordaniens organisent de multi- tantoiem dans toutes Ies regions 
pies manifestations et installent de lordanie. En ce moment 187 
des centres dTaide et d’accueil cours ont lien, dont b6n£fident 
poor les arrivants du Koweit. 8.521 inscrils. 5.400 inscrits atten- 
«Les cours d'entralnement de dent leur tour pour partidper 4 
defense civile devraient toe in- ces stances. Un cfaiffre qui ne 
clus dans les programmes de cesse (faugmenter. 
runivereity, et m£me les en- Dans le m£me temps, des 
traloements de l'arm6c», estime dizaines de manifestations se 
one toufiante de la faculty des dyroulent dans les rues jorda- 
arts. niennes, exprimant des senti- 

«Je viens de m*inscrire avec ments de haine contre les leaders 
quatre autres amies, ajoute-t- amtricains. Ces milliers de Jorda- 
ellc... et vraimeot ces cours sont niens engages (et ra£me des 
tr£s bdotoques. Arabes d'autres nationalitys) ju- 

Nfises en place 4 ('initiative du rent qu’ik vont eux m£me com- 
d6partement de la ddfense ctvOe, battre Timpyrialisme et le 

R6fugi6s du Koweit et d'lrak 

La Jordanie engorg4e 


siotusme. 

«Mftme si I Irak n’a pas besoin 
de nous en ce moment, nous 
offxoos 4 unite la Nation arabe et 
au people iralden notre sootien ct 
notre assistance morale, expfiqne 
un inseric 4 I'anuSe du people. 

P o nrtant les Jordaniens sont un 
pen effirayys par la situation 
actueUe. Des dizaines de person- 
nes vieanent chaque jour dans ks 
snpernaarchys aefaeter dn riz et du 
sucre. D'autres pensent d£]4 4 
quitter te pays. On se rue dans les 
banques poor retirer son argent 
dans savoir exactement en quelle 
monnaie 3 fact tbysaoriser ses 
avoirs pour perdre le moi ns possi- 
ble. 

«Les gens me demandent sans 
cesse si je petsx changer tears 
dinars en dollars, common te un 
respo usable 6tranger en Jorda- 
nie.» 

«J’ai peur que te dinar perde de 
la vaJeur et, pour nc rien vous 
cacfaer, jesuisen train de changer 
la plupart de mon argent en 
dollars*, confinne un avocat 
jordanien qui pryfdre rester 
anonyme. 

Actueflement, la plupart des 
Jonlanicaas sont inquiets et res- 
tent coltes 4 leur transistor de 8h 
du matin 4 lib do soir. Us zap- 
pent en permanence d'one station 
de radio ou (Tune chaine de 
{division 4 I’autre pour essayer 
de tout savoir. 

M£me les enfants ne parlent 
preaque plus d’autre chose que de 
politique et se demandent ce 
qu’3s peu vent faire pour aider les 
Irakiens ou les r&fugiys qui arri- 
vent id. 


Cftwin Xilawl 
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Les rues d’ Amman sont le 
tfayAtre d'un phlnomine 
nouveau. Des rifugiys venus du 
Koweit et d’lrak se pressent dans 
les mosqoyes et dans les salles de 
la chambre des sy cheats, tandis 
que d’autres s’mstaHent dans des 
camps, sp6cialement mis en 
place. 

Pour deux jours cette semaine, 
la firontfere uaJco-jordanteune a 
6t£ fermfie aux rlftigiys pour per- 
mettre aux responsables d’eo Iva- 
cuer le plus grand nombre possi- 
ble avant d’en accnoilfa.. de 
-nouveanx.. r** ■■ 

Depuis le d£but de la crise 
185.000 personnes sont arriv6es 
en Jordanie, dont 54.000 Egyp- 
tiens. 

Seion des responsables, la Jor- 
danie a bien du ma! 4 hlberger et 
4 nourrir tons les yvaends qui 
arrivent sur son sol. «Nous ne 
somtnes tout simplement pas 
dquipys pour recevoir id on anssi 
grand nombre de gens», 
expliqucnt-ils. 

La soctety de transports publics 
a foami 60 bus pour acheminer 
les ressortissants arabes de la 
frontifere jusqu’4 Amman ou 
Aqaba. Des avions n’ont cess 6 de 
ddcolter et cFanenir quotidienne- 
ment 4 1’alrpport international de 
Queen Aba. 

Pour les refug&s qui atteadeut. 
un avion Ies ramenant cbez eux, 
te gouveroement jordanien a mis 
sur pied des installations d’accneU 
et d'h6bergement. 

En se promenant en voiture 
dans tes rues d’Amman on peut 
voir des rlfugiys s’installer autour 
des mosqules et sur des zones de 
camping improvisles. «Les mos- 
qu6es curt 6t£ trts g&ttercuscs et 
nous ont onvert tears portes jus- 
qu’4 ce que- nous trouvions un 


Crise du Goife 


point de chute*, explique une 
vieille ressortlssante ylmlnite. 
Des Egyptiens et des Soudanais 
iron vent anssi asfle dans les mos- 
qudes. 

Ne pouvant rentrer cbez eux 
par terre ou par mer, les Yyml- 
nites sont de plus en pins nom- 
breox. Mais, oomme Texplique 
l'un d’entre eux, <(les Jordaniens 
sont trfts gen tils et nous ont don- 
ny de la nourriture*. Les Joida- 
niens de toutes classes sociales 
donnent en effet des fruits, du lait 
et d’autres produits- alimentaires 
-riches en calories. Beaucoup-de 
rlfugtes sont tarop timidcs pour 
accepter cette hospitality, mais la 
faim et te besoin de r6cup6rer des 
forces tes poussent, rimidement, 
4 prendre la nourriture qui leur 
est proposde. 

Scion des responsables, un 
comity d’assistance est en train 
d’etre mis en place pour organiser 
1’accueil et lTtebcrgement des 
r6fugi6s. De plus, te mimstere du 
commerce et de Pindustrie leur a 


ouvert les locaux du pare interna- 
tional cfexpositions, ptes de Maxj 
al-Hammam, et le gouvemement 
s’efforce de ooordonner son ac- 
tion avec les autres pays arabes. 

D’aotre part, Ies organisations 
caritatives et te Queen Alia Fund 
(QAF) se sont r6mm pour instal- 
ler des yquipements d’accueil au 
centre municipal d’Azrak et au 
pare international d*expositious 
d’Amman. Le QAF a Igalement 
land un appel en direction de 
certains oigamsmes publics ou 
privys pour; qn’Os contribuent, 
sous quelques formes que ce soit, 
aux efforts pour satisfaire les 
besoins des rfifngiys. 

Bien qn*3 sot en principe des- 
tiny 4 aider prmcipatement les 
femmes et les enfants, PUNICEF 
a annoncy la arise en place d’un 
comity d’assistance- d’urgence 
pour aider Ies mOliers de rtoigids 
dans te besom. 

Seion un responsable de 
l’UNICEF, le gouvernement 
jordanien travaOle actueQement 



L’innlgocxable 

Les polidques, comme Ies 
militaires, le savent bien. 

La dissuasion a €t€ congue 
pour ne pas servir. Car son 
usage lui enl&verait sa 
signification. Sansparler 
bien sOr des effets 
destructcurs de ses outjJs. 

Cela est du moins vrai 
dans une logique bien 
ddGnie. Celle de la 
negotiation. XJn concept 
qui a marquS pendant tr&s 
longtemps les relations 
intern a tionales. 

Aujourd'hw, dans le 
Goife, on vit un toumant. 
On ne cbcrchc plus A 
ndgocier. Du coup, et 
Francois Mitterrand i’a 
exprimS, nous nous 
retrouvons dans une 
logique de guerre. L’enjeu, 
e'est cette Pax Americana 
que Washington ne veut pas 
nSgocier. Surtout pas avec 
llrak de Saddam Hussein. 

A quoi bon dans ces 
conditions attendre des 
Nations Unies qu 'eUes 
caiment le jeu comme on 
peut l*esp£rer? Oui . les 
Ettats-Unis ont dit leur 
mot. Avec VIrak, ils misent 
sur I’inndgodable. . . 

Ayman Masannat 


avec son organisation 4 recenser 
les besoins des ryfugfes, tout en 
offrant d’ores et dlj4 des medica- 
ments, du hut, et des demies 
alimentaires de base. 

Les hotels ne sont pas restds 
insensibles et out o ffe r t, eux an- 
ssi, leurs installations aux rfifu- 
giys. Seion un rlceptiomste, la 
plupart des hotels sont occupys 
aujounTbtri 4 150% de tear capa- 
city. «Ponr compenser, nous 
avons augmentd nos prix mate 
nous n’avons plus aucun lit de 
dispomble pour accueihir qui que 
ce soit.* D ajoute mime que de 
nombreux rlfogiys resteot dans le 
hall de l'hdtel pour attendre 
qu’tme chambre se Ublre et 
attendent parfois jusqu’4 
quarante-huit heures. 

Dans sa conference de presse, 
cette semaine, le roi Hussein a 
dycrit le probteme de 1’afQux des 
rdfiigiys comme un probfeme 
«d’ampleur grave*. «Nous fai&ons 
tout oe qui est en notre pouvoir, 
a-t-fl dit, mais 3 nous faudra 
raleutir les entries si Ton ue 
parvient pas 4 acd!6rcr tes sor- 
ties.* «Avec une moyenne de 

12.000 entries par jour et de 

15.000 personnes bloqu6cs 4 
Aqaba dans l’attente d'un 
bfiteau, 3 est dair qu’fl hurt met- 
tre le pied sur le frein*, estime un 
responsable. Pour tenter d’aI16- 
ger Pengoi gcme nt de la Jordanie, 
tes pays de la Comuvunauty Euro- 
pleune out d£ddy d’envoyer 1’6- 
quivalent de 1^ nriOions de dol- 
Uus en dearies alimentaires et en 
produit5 de prenrilre n6cessity 
-pour Ies rlfogiys. D’autres pays 
s’ ap pr l t en t 4 rejoindre cet llan 

h nmamtam e 


Noer Sati 


Craintes pour F^conomie jordanienne 


Le gouvernement jordanien 
a pr6sent6 jeuefi dernier un 
mlmorandoin aux Nations- 
U flies pour une Itude des 
effets loonomiques sur le pays 
de I’embargo dlcrlty par 
l’ONU contre Tlrak. 

L’embargo sur llrak porte 
en effet un coup dor 4 l’6cono- 
mie jordanienne. EUe souffre 
d’aflleurs dyj& des consequ- 
ences indirect cs de la crise du 
Goife. 

Seion riconomiste F. Al- 
Fanek, la Jordanie va perdre 
beaucoup dans cette affaire, 
quelle qu’en soit Tissue. 
Llrak et le Koweit absorbent 
28% de nos exportations. Gel- 
les-d sont vi tales pour Y6co- 
nomie jordanienne. Les ex- 
portations reprlsenteat 53% 
du Produit Intlzieur Brut. De 
plus, en cas d'embargo, le 
taux de chdmage pourrait pas- 
ser de 20% 4 40%, ce qui 
repdsente un danger social et 
politique Evident pour le pays. 
Nous allons perdre une 
grande partie de Tlnorme 
commerce de transit avec 
llrak. 

La Jordanie exporte vers 
llrak des produits manufac- 
turls tels que les produits 


agro-alimentaires, les vfete- 
ments, les produits phar- 
maceutiques, les cfeter gents 
ou les Iquipements d’irriga- 
tion. EUe exporte dgalement 
des fruits et des tegumes. 

Le port d’ Aqaba revfit une 
importance capitate' pour' 
Tlconomie jordanienne. Si les 
navires amlricains impose nt 
un blocus sur ce port, l'lcono- 
mie jordanienne va se tzouver 
littlralement asphyxile puis- 
que 90% de ses importations 
et de ses exportations y transi- 
ted. L’acheminement des 
p>ho^>hates, de la potasse, des 
engrais et de bien d’autres 
produits passe par l’unique 
port de la Jordanie. De 
mime, 1 ’importation des pro- 
duits alimentaires et des 
mati&res premieres vitales 
pour Tindustrie transite par le 
«poumon» jordanien d’A- 
qaba. Pour le directeur du 
port, Awad ALTal, si les liv- 
raisons descendent 4 moins de 
20 mfllioi» de tonnes par an, 
une rlcession slrieuse menace 
le royaume. Les frais de tran- 
sit, 4 eux scul, repr&entent 30 
4 35% des recettes du port, 
estinfees 4 600 miliiORs de 
dinars par an. Dix miUe ca- 


mions qui reUent le port d’A- 
qaba aux villes irakiennes 
seront touches par cette baisse 
d’actwitl. Environ 2.500 ouv- 
riers-dockers travaillant dans 
le port risquent de se retrouv- 
er au chOmage. Le port rcqoit 
2.500 bateaux par an. 

Sur un autre front, les effets 
nlgatifs de la crise seront trfes 
graves. D’abord, 1’aide finan- 
cier© aocordle 4 la Jordanie 
par les Ettats pltroliers (Ara- 
bie Saoudite, Qatar, Emirats, 
etc.) sera tarie pour un an au 
moins, ce qui reprlsente une 
perte de 4(X) millions de dol- 
lars en devises ytrangferes in- 
dispensables au pays, soit 10 4 
15% du total des recettes bud- 
gltaires. 

De phis, Ies sommes en- 
voyles par les Jordaniens tra- 
vaillant dans les pays du Goife 
(prindpalement au Koweit) 
seront diminules d’environ 
25%. Pour les splcialistes de 
la Banque Centrale, cela se 
tzaduit par la nlccssfe de 
rlduire les importations d’e- 
nviron 20% pour les dotzze 
mo is 4 venir. 

On le voit, le prix & payer 
pour ' la Jordanie est IJevl. 


Nlanmoins, les responsables 
assurent que les activates des 
diffy rents secteuis de i’lcono- 
mic se poursuivent normale- 
ment jusqu’id. Les dlclara- 
tions rassurantes se multi- 
plient. La population accepte 
des sacrifices. Jusqu’4 cette 
semaine, la jmesskm des en- 
tries de citoyens venant 
d’lrak et du Koweit a Itl 
supportle au nom de la soli- 
darity arabe. Ce n’est vraf- 
ment qu’en dernier ressort, 
parce qn’elles ne poovait plus 
faire face, que la Jordanie a 
fernfe le poste fronti&re irako- 
jordanien de Ruweisbed. 

Un des signes de la con- 
fiance en elle m£me de l'lco- 
nornie jordanienne est peut- 
fitre la toute prochaine 6mis- 
sion de nouvea ux billets de 
banques, destmls 4 remplaccr 
peu 4 peu les andens. Les 
autoritls sont sdres que la 
rule sur les liqurdHls (tile au 
fait que les Jordaniens retirent 
leurs avoirs des banques) s'ar- 
rltera bientdt, lorsque les 
citoyens constateront que les 
xisques ne sont pas si grands. 

Sidrinum Swdss 


MSF. Une Iquipe de 1’o rg a ni satiop non goovcrnemcntalc francaise 
«Mlclecins sans frontferes* est anriv6e bier 4 Amman. Hie va 
installer cette semaine un camp de transit 4 la frontfere irako- 
jordanteime, avec rentes, points d’eau et di^ertsaires. L’opdratkHi 
est partieDcment finande par la Communautfi Economique Enro- 
pyenne et fealisye en collaboration avec la cellule d’urgeace du 
nrinistere de rintfirieur jordanien. 

Economies. L'ldairag e public est depuis lundi teduit de moitiy et 
l'air oomtitionnl est coupl dans les bureaux cte tons les services 
publics, afin d’yeonomtser Flnergie, seion un communique de 
ministere jordanien de 1'Energie et des ressourees nrinlrales. Le 
commnmquy presse en outre la population de ne plus utiHser des 
ventilateuzs on d’autres appareDs Hectriques, sauf en cas atTabsohie 
ndeessity*. La population est invit6e 4 ildmre sa consommation 
d*yiectrictty «aussi bien 4 domicile que sur Ies lieux de travail*.. 

T.ihan. Le parlement libanais a donnl mardi un second souffle. 4 
1’ accord de Taef en votant les amendements constitutionnels qui] 
prlvoit, notamment pour on iHquilibrage dn pouvoir en faveur des 
musulmans. La chambre sera composle 4 1'avenir de 108 membres 
-ilpartis 4 6galit£ entre chrltiens et musulmans- contre 99 dans te 
systeme actuel -54 chilticns et 45 musulmans. 

Images. Pour la premi&rc fois depuis le d6bat de la crise du Goife, le. 
president iralden Saddam Hussein est apparu 4 la television 
irakienne, en compagnie d'un groupe d’ytrangers, dont plosieius 
enfants, auxquels 3 a expliqud pourquoi ils 6taient retenus en Irak 
contre leur gte. 

Btol. Le pilsentateur vedette de la chaine fiangaise TF1, Patrick 
Pome d’Arvor, est rentrl mardi en France d’un reportage en Irak 
avec te b6b£ d’un otage frangais dissimull dans son sac. Poivrq 
d'Arvor avait parly dan* son reportage 4 Bagdad d'un petit gargon de 
18 mois pour lequel 3 avait personnellement fait des dlmarches 
infructueuses auptes des autorites irakiennes. 

Armlnie. La Ryjmbtiqne d’Armtfnie a adopte une dldaratioa de 
sonverainetl, devenant ainsi la (fouzilme tepubtique cTURSS 4 
prendre une telle initiative. La dydaration accordc la priority des lots 
arm© niennes sur celles de lUnion et autorise la cteation (Tune force 
de dyfense amteniemie, d’ambassades et d’une monnaie. 

Pirates. Onze dytenns soviltiqnes ont dytounte lundi nn Tupolev 
154 de F Aeroflot sur Karachi et ont demandy F asfle politique au 
Pakistan. L’avion avait 4 son bord 29 passagera et 9 membres 
d'yqiripage en provenance de Tachkent, en Otdbykistan sovitoque. 
Les ddtenus, qui toient en transfert entre deux prisons, avaient 
dysarnte leurs gardiens et pris le contrdle du Tupolev qui assurait une 
liaison interieure entre Nerioungri et Iakoutsk, en Extrfime -Orient 
soviytique. 

Rtint^ratioo. L'Afrique du Sud, suspendue par le Comity 
olympique international en 1963 puis exclue en 1970, pourrait 
teintigrer le mouvement olympique 4 temps pour les eux de 1996. 
L' Association des comites olympiqnes nationanx d’Afrique du Sud 
(ANOCA) Itudiera tils prochainement un rapport sur les changer 
ments potitiques dans ce pays. Ce rapport passe ra devant la 
conference intemationale contre l'apartbeid dans le sport, le.4 
septembre 4 Stockholm. 

Blocus. En termes tils mesotes et trls nuands, le Conseil de 
Sycurite de 1'ONU a autorisl dimanchc, en substance, 1’usage de la 
force pour Tarraisonnement des navires soup^onnys d'approvision- 
ner l’lrak. Cette notrvelle r&olntion a Itl voile 4 l* nnanimi te moins 
les'abstention du Yemen et de Cuba. Elle transforme le boycott en 
vyritable blocus. 

Rlservistes. Le president Bosh a annond mercredi un appel de 
teservistes pour combler les trous erds dans la machine de guerre 
anterkaine par l'envoi d'une Inonne force explditionnaire rtens fe 
rlgion do Goife. (Test la premUre fois depuis la guerre du Vietnam 
qu’une telle mesure est apptiqitee pour des raisons militaires. EUe 
devrait ce pendant se Knriter 4 certains spydalistes, notamment eq 
matilre de transport et dans le donurine ntedical. 

Dmciaseumit. Le president frangais Francois Mitterrand a dura le 
ton mardi 4 Paris contre 1’Irak, annongant une aide accrue de la 
France en homines et en materiel anx Emirats Arabes Unis et 4 
1’ Arabie Saoudite. Pour M. Mitterrand, «nous sommes maintenant 
dans one logique de guerre (...) dont ii sera difficile de soitir*. D si 
ygalement dynond la ^menace insupportable* pesant contre te^ 
ressortissants toangers retenus en Irak et an Koweit, qu'U a pour la 
premiere fois quafiftes d’«otages». 

Dlfeiise. Le ministre fran^ais de la dyfense, Jean-Pierre Chevtoei 
meat, est actuellement 4 Djibouti pour inspecter les forces frangaises 
engagy^ dans l’opy ration «Salamandre» et celles prlsentes 4 
Djibouti afin de s'assurer de la bonne mise en place du dispositif 
frangais d an s te Goife. L’ operation «Salamandre» concerne le renfort 
du groupe alxonaval Q6menceau dans la tegion. 

Inc en die s. Quatre nulle pompiers et militaires ainsi que deux 
Cana dair et deux Tracker (avions portenrs d’eau) ont 6t£ mobilises 
jcudi dans te sud de la France pour venir 4 bout des incendies de 
fotets qui ont d£j& dltruit depuis mardi pils de 20.000 ha de pinddes, 
garriques et maquis. 

PoDatiffl. Une rafflnerie de la compagnie pytrolilre Shell figure en 
position (Taccusye dans une v31e de Normandie (onest de la France) 
dont le sons-sol est atteint par one pollution en carburant d’one telle 1 
ampleur qu’un pavilion a explos© au dlbut dn mois. La nappe 
phteatique est titteralement imbible de carburant, volatile et 
i nfl a mm a b le. La ville a £t£ plade sous constant© surveillance par les 
autoritys. 
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Alimentation d 1 Amman en eau 

Le compte-gouttes 


A Sweileh, ft Bayader Wadi el-Sir, certains 
quarters de Jabal Hussein, les robinets restent 
• ; d^sesp€r£ment secs et chacmn se d£broaffle coaune 0 
‘peat poor se ravitaiHer at eau. Le probKme est 
partkruli^rement aigu cette anode dn fait de la 





Le pompage des 

L'eau, source de vie de- 
vient, par son manque et les 
coupures quotidiennes, 
source de problemes pour cer- 
tains quartiers d’ Amman. 

Manque de piuie, abus de la 


poor Parair. 


crucial. 

Le manque d’eau affecte 
tout particuliftrement les re- 
gions isoldes d’ Amman, oil 
elle devient un produit parti- 
culiftrement cofiteux. Ache- 


sdcheresse. 11 soffirait d’un pea plus de tivfeme et de 
quelques anxdnagements des rtis emx d’aduction 
d’eao et de transport terrestre poor qiTfl 


voit presque pas*, imfiqne un 
habitant. De fait, le ddve- 
topp em ent de la dtd accentue 
le probldme. Les rueQes sont 
trap dtroites et les camions 
n'ont aucun moyen d'accdder 
ft ces quartiers oh 1’on se 
ravitaille individuellement 
avec des bidons. 

Dans les masons, l’eau ne 
coule pas, mais 3 y a souvent 
des ftntes dans In rues. La 
vdtustd des rdseanx d’ali- 
mentation en ean et les cana- 
HwtioanomBdcsontftdtrob- 
Jet de ptasieiirs plaintes de la 
part des habitants du quaztier, 
qui attendent tonjours la solu- 
tion i ce probKtne. 

Mais au dell des questions 
de tuyaux ronillds et 
d'dloignement, le fond dn 
(nobl^ne du favitaiBement en 
eau est ailleurs. 

En fait, 76% des eaux pot- 
ables sont utOisdes iHygaie- 
ment par les agriculteurs pour 
{‘irrigation de leurs champs. 
Au lieu de remplir des rdser- 


se passer. 

A quelques kOomfttres de 
Bayader Wadi e!-Sir, par ex- 
emple, le probldme de l'eau 
sdvit depots deux mois et 
demi. Dans cette rdgion de 


part des agriculteure, ce prob- minde par camions et vendue petite agriculture, Ffaomme et vote pendant les phries, ils 
f- ■ n i- I’ animai smiffrent du manque prfftre a t toumer le robinet. 


!6me a des origines varides 
mais s'avdre de plus en plus 


9 dinars le m3, l’eau devient 
un luxe dont personae ne pent 


L'«Atalante» 


nouveau navi re 
oedanographique 

A la fin de cette amide, le nouveau navire oedanographi- 
qae Erangass qmttera les chantiers da Havre (nord-ooest 
Je 3a France) poor se lancer dans les fiots et dtndier 
oedans et foods matins. Dotd des technologies d’observa- 
Shm Ses pins sophistiqtides, 3 rendra service & de 
nombrenx secteurs de la rediercfae et des affaires. 


Lorsque les Argonautes 
partirent ft la conqudte de la 
Toison d’or, une seule femme 
faisait partie de 1’dquipage. 
Elle s’appelait Atalante et, 
outre sa beautd, elle dtait si 
rapide k la course que nul ne 
pouvait la vaincre. Hop- 
pomene y parvint grflee ft un 
subterfuge: 3 jeta au fond de 
la mer trois porames d’or 
qu’elle s ’attar da ft ramasser... 
«Not very fair, my dear!* 

Cest de ce nom et en 
souvenir de cette ldgende de 
la raythologie grftcque qu’a 
dtd baptisd le nouveau navire 
oedanographique frangais qui 
vient d’fitre lancd rdeemment 
aux Chan tiers du Havre. II va 
ainsi prendre le relai du «Jean 
Charcot* qui a prds de trente 
ans de service. 

Une remarque doit etre 
faite: on peut se poser la 
question de savoir pourquoi 
on utilise encore des navires 
oedanographiques alors que 
I’ observation par les satellites 
(Spot, Mdtdosat, etc.) fournit 
tant de donndes aussi prddses 
que prdcieuses. Cest parfaite- 
ment exact, mais les satellites 
survolent les probldmes, au 
propre comme au figurd. Ils 
fournissent routes les indica- 
tions utiles pour des dtudes 
plus approfondies sur le ter- 
rain, telles que peut le faire un 
navire -et lui seul- en ce qui 
conceme les mers. II s’agit 
done de deux technologies 
compldmentaires. 

Long de 84 mdtres sur 16, 
l’« Atalante* ddplace 3.300 
tonnes. Sa vitesse de croisidre 
est de 13 neuds. II est conga 
pour silioner les mere sur des 
durdes de 60 jours sans escale. 
Soixante homines, dont on 
tiers de sdentifiques, occu- 
pent les locaux rdpartis sur 
quatre ponts et offrant 450 m2 
de laboratoires les plus mod- 
ernes et les mieux adaptds ft ce 
type de recberches. B y a par 
exemple deux laboratoires 
«humides», c’est ft dire 
dquipds de moyens pour dtu- 
dier im mediate ment orga- 
nismes et mmdraux qui vien- 
nent juste d’fitre extraits de la 
mer; un autre laboratoire est ft 
one temperature que Ton peut 
reguler avec precision de 2 ft 
28 degrds au dessus de zdro. 

: A la points du progrfts 

Par ailleurs, l’«Atalante» 
dispose d’dquipements 
d’analyse et d’dcoute ft l’ex- 
treme pointe des technologies 
dispombles. B y a par exemple 
un sondeur mnltifaisceaux 
capable de cartographier ies 
foads matins avec une ex- 
treme precision sur une 
largeur dgale ft trois fois la 


profondeur. La zone arriftre 
du bftteau a dgalement dtd 
congue pour mettre aisdment 
en oeuvre les moyens les plus 
performants de 1’exploitation 
des mers: le sous-marin 
«NautiIe» et la capsule 
«Cyana», ainsi que ies di- 
verses techniques de carottage 
et dd prdlftvements par grands 
fonds. 

Ajoutons encore un ddtail 
d’ordre technique: l*«Atar 
lante* sera un navire particu- 
Iidrement silencieux, ntilisant 
le mode de propulsion mixte 
diesel-altemateur. Ce silence 
dpargnera les espdees vivantes 
et permettra une exploitation 
optimale des appareOs de me- 
sures basds sur l’accoustique. 

L’«Attalante», qui sera 
mise en service vers la fin de 
1’annde, va ainsi nous foumir 
une quantitd d’dldments qui 
nous manquaient jusqu’ft pre- 
sent dais la cormaissance et la 
comprdhension de 1’ocdan, 
qu’fl s’agisse de la circulation 
des masses d’eau, des grands 
cycles biogfochimiques, de la 
gdophysique et de la gdodyna- 
mique, de la lithosphere, des 
structures paldonthologiqaes 
et sddimentaires, du monde 
vivant, etc... 

Elle p en n e tt r a aussi d’dtu- 
dier et surtout de mieux com- 
prendre cette masse dnorme 
qu’est 1’ocdan qui est ft la fois, 
sekm certains, la source fon- 
damentale d’ahments pour le 
prochain milldnaire et, en 
to us cas, la dd de voflte dn 
systftme dimatique de notre 
planftte par ses capadtds, 
d’une part, ft Stocker et ft 
redistribuer l’dnergie calori- 
que du SoleU, et, d’autre part, 
ft absorber les sarproductions 
de gaz carbonique consdqu- 
ences de I’industrialisation. 

Atalante* va mener ft 
bien diffdrents prog rammes ; 
cehn qui dtndie les dchanges 
ocdan7atmosphdre dans les 
zones tropicales (gdndrateurs 
de cyckmes), celui qui s’in- 
tdresse aux forages ft grande 
profondeur (dtude de la 
croflte terrestre, du noyau 
central, mais aussi recberches 
minifies et pdtnriiftres), cehri 
qui s’occnpe des courants in- 
habituels et des structures 
sous-marines inexpliqndes 
allant de la tectoniqne des 
plaques jnsqu’anx volcans et 
montagnes sous marins aux 
comportements s urp renants. . . 

Beaucoup de travail en 
perfective, done, pour ce 
bftte au tout neuf armd par 
IFREMER. 

Mfehel Dekbarre 
Ministre frangais 

des Transports et de la Mer 


d’eau. Les sources et les puhs 
sont ft sec et, pour ces vfl- 
lageois, s’babituer ft cet 6tat 
de choses s’avftre un dor 
apprentissage. 

La saisond’6t6 est longue et 
9 dinars est un prix trap flev6 
pour beaucoup. 

L’approvisionnement en 
eau se fait ft la station «EI- 
Bsharat*. Les vendeurs aefaft- 
tent l’eau 2 dinars et la reven- 
dent ft 9. Une somme qui, 
sekm eux, couvre ft peine les 
frais des distances parccurnes 
ebaque jour. 

M6me proWftme ft Sweileh. 
Mais dans cette r6gion parti- 
culiftrement haute, ce n’est 
pas le prix de l’eau qui est en 
cause. «Les camions, cm ne les 


refid directement aux eaux de 
sources. Des sources qui, 
alimentftes en permanence, 
suffisent largement ft abreuver 
les term mais manqueat en- 
suite aux autres consom- 
ma tears. 

Poor Hmiter les effets de la 
pdnurie, la Jordanie poise 
actueUement dans les nappes 
d’eau qui constituent ses 
reserves stratfgiques. B est 
important que les dtoyens 
prennent conscience du dan- 
ger que cela repr6sente pour 
I’avenir et partagent plus 
dquitablemeut ce tz6sor uu&- 
pensable, devenu rare et done 
prddeux. 

Abb Yams 


Frftnftsie joumalistique 


Avez-vous jamais 6t6 
curieux de savoir comment un 
journaliste occtfe ses jour- 
nees, notammeut en pdriode 
de crise? Nous aDons essayer 
d’dvoquer id les grands mo- 
ments d’une journde normale 
pour un homme de presse. 

Le matin, tout conuumce 
cahnement L’arflme du caff 
parfume Fair, Ies diffbeutes 
marques de cigarettes (char 
cone r£v61ant un pen de la 
personnalitd du fumeur) sont 
en place sur les tables, les 
papiers sont ranges, les 
crayons taillb et toot le 
monde a Fair amkal dn petit 
matin. La politique est passde 
en revue et on se met an 
travail avec des ba31ements 
ennuyds. 

D’un coup, les choses se 
prddpitent. Les tdldphones 
(maudite invention) commoi- 
cent ft sonnet, les dvdaements 
abondent, les ordres fusent, 
Ies rforters filent d’une trahe 
pour couvrir les manifesta- 
tions (lifts frdquentes par les 
temps qui conrent), les arri- 
vdes de rdfugjds du Koweit on 
d’lrak, les conferences de 
presse, les marches de solidar- 
ity, de pr ot e station on tForga- 
ms a tion s charitables. 


Le cafane revient Mais pas 
pour longtemps. Les feldvi- 
sions, les radios et les journa- 
listes dtrangers nous rendent 
des visites de courtoisie (et de 
curioatd). On est sympa, cm 
leur parie on cm les ignore: ga 
d^end un peu de la nationali- 
ty et du prestige de l’acrivant. 
Les appareils photo fouinent 
partont, les fiashs crypitent, 
nos ccmfiFftres parient jusqu’ft 
I’extinction de voix. On 
attend qu’ib termment pour 
reprendre le travail. 

A peine fini de sou- 
rire an dernier confrftre, que 
Forage arrive. Les reporters 
sont de retour. Avec de l’in- 
formation, et des blagues. 
«Tu connais ia denriftre?*, 
crient-Os, ignorant que ies au- 
tres out dn travail sur la plan- 
che. 

Tons les yeux sont sur Ini. 
Sfir cFavoir capfe F attention, 
3 continue: «Que efit un soldat 
amyricain dans le dftsert 
d’Arabie Saondite?*... Au- 
cune rftponse ne vient, mais 
tons le r^ardent et attendent. 
«La guerre froide me man- 
que!*. On rit de bon coenr en 
s'imaginant le Yankee et son 


chewing-gum par 45 degfes ft 
Fombre. 

La jouniye ne s'anftte pas 
1ft. Tons semblent se souveub 
tout ft coup qu’ih out soif, 
faim, qulls out des amis ft 
informer sur les demiers 
dd veloppements . Les 
tyfephones soot occupfts en 
p erman ence, les fignes sont 
faibles. On entend ft peine ce 
qu’on dit ft l’autre bout dn fil 
et on a honte de demander 
sans arrftt «pouvez-vous t6p6- 
ter s’fl vous plait?* comme si 
Fon necomprenait vien ft rien. 
On crie, on vodfere, le pan- 

riAmnni mw tUr hab w*. 

Pendant ce temps les jonr- 
nalistes chargfts de la correc- 
tion essayeat de faire leur 
devoir. On a’anive pas ft com- 
prendre les textes, on les lit 
phisieure fois, cm corrige tant 
bien qne mal et on prie le 
tout -pn iss a nt pour que les 
choses se cahnent. 

La guerre c ommen ce en- 
srnte poor les orcSnateors. Bs 
ne sont jamais dispombles en 
nombre auffwant. Et en atten- 
dant on se rappeile des bons 
moments, des amis, des pa- 
rents, des coups de t&ftphone. 

Cest ddjft le soir. La pre- 
miftre te n ta tiv e de mise en 
page a dchoife. On est fatigud, 
on s’est quereHy avec presque 
tons ies ifOTtere, avec le 
iftdacteur en chef et les mon- 
teuxs. 

On finit la page, cm dit 
bonsoir ft tons et, sur les 
marches de l’escalier, une 
voix appefle: «Je ne veux pas 
qu'on denme cette imp o r t a nce 
ft cet yvftnemeat, 3 faut re- 
tain la page*. 

AusritOt (fit, aussitdt fait. B 
est dftja presque nrinuiL Les 
pr o gramm es de la t££vision 
sont tennmfs . Les nouvefles 
on les comialt dftjft. On nous 
demande avec avidity des 
prydsfons, des opinions. «Je 
ne peux pas te dire grand 
chose.* «bnpossibte, to tra- 
vaHle au journal!* 

J*y travaille, c’est vrai, mais 
dans quelles conditions? 
ifeureiisenmnt, les choses ne 
sont pas to njo u r s comme ga. 
B y a des jours de paix, -de 
calxne, d’eramn mtae paxfims. 

Finahan e n t, je note que je 

picicitt Ceuc u v t wic . Masses 

temps de paix. Notre p et ite 
guerre me soffit 


lea Wi 


Ctnftma sovf6tique 

Le formalisme est-il en vogue? 


Le 27 aofit 1919 marque en Rusae la date de la nationalisation 
da cmftma. Cflybzant ce 71fcme anni v e gs ai re, !e Centre cnltnrel 
sovjybque pnfisente lundi 27 aoftt tons documentaiies sur l’indns- 
trie tinymalographiqne en URSS: deux proposeht en bref la vie et 
Fceovre des rin Ctest es Sergei Y w t heiltc fa et Sergei Bwitihi , 
tamfis qne Utejeor dans la vie de Moalbn, sons invite ft one visite 
gokMe dn phis vienx studio de FUnkrn Soviytiqne. Ce par c ou rs 
est censft oflrii an spectatenr un p an orama de Fyvolution de ce 
cinema, de la revolution russe de 1917 ft nos jours. 

Ceux qm attendent qne ce dernier leur demne une id6e des 
diflyientes fignes directrices da film sovi6ri<^ae seront dygas. On 
jew dam la vie de Masfibu frite toute aOuson ft ce qne l’aveuir 
rtserve: 3 se contente de nmotrer de fagaa trts gfiadtale 
mt’anjoanffani on toume ft Mosfilm des mCtrages en tons genres. 
Con qui cbereheat, en revanche, ft trouver une tignificaticm 
politique an contenu de ce progra mme amiiveisaire, seront 
pent-ytre pins satisftits. Maintenant qne la society soviytiqne se 
trouve en 6tat d’examen de conscience comme die retail dnrant 
les an n e cs 1917-1928, ils penvent se demander, par exemple, si la 
presentation dans ce cont e xt e cTun portrait des deux fonnalistes 
f aroa ches qu'etaient Bs enste in . et Youflcewtch signifie un retour 
anx qnestkms de forme en URSS et ri ces preoccupations sont en 
accord avec la politique cnltereQe de la Rusae de la Gbsnost et 
de la Per est roi ka. 

Car Fhfctoirc do film sovietiqne nousd em o uti e nn phenomftne. 
On pent parier de periodes d’ouvertnre et de periodes de 
fermeture. la Revolution de 1917 -p6riode oft la society cherchait 
ft se definir- dedencha une redierche freuetique de la forme. Les 
cineastes de cette p r e mift re decenme voulaient transfonnor les 
p e rception s dn public par une manipulation de Fimage. La 
manfeze-de presenter les choses etait ax^si importante que le sujet 
hn-meme. Ce pr ocess u s s’appelait le montage, et le phis talen- 
tnenx de ses magjdens s’appelait Sorgri Frsemtrfn (1898-1948), 
pour qui le montage avah une fraction inteDectoeDe autant qne 
psychologiqne et (font Le c niramt Putwnktne (1925) fut rexmnple 
6datant. Apzfts Faccession de Stafine an pouvoir en 1928, 
Ete en s te in se trouva co nfr on t ft des dlffirnltfe pohtiques 
ynormes. Pendant Pfcre Stafiniennc (1928-1953), le formafisme 
c o mm e mythode de r eprysenta tion de la rfofity fut mis en 
qoestkm et qnalifiy de mythode surannye. Kre, 3 tort jngy 
contre^yvoimfomtazre et Bsenstmn, ti>yorid<m, fut une de ses 
victones les pins cOftbres. HarceK par la censure, 3^ vit son denfier 
fihn, Iran le h rrftfc (Die partie) snpprimy en 1946 et, aprfts sa 
mart en 1948, la trotegme partie de cette critique voflye da 
staHn fa mc , rests s m beti e . 

ContempOTtain rTEiseiistehk, et Fna de ses camarades de dasse, 
Sergei Youtkevitch (1904-1985) 6tait hn ansti un fonnaliste 
c o nv am cu. SH dchappa an sort de son fllustre co nf rere, c’est quU 
ne dtoita comme mettenr-en-seftne qn’an dtoxt de rite staiimen- 
ne et n’toit done pas, de ce fait, stigmatisd par ses ceuvies on ses 
torts. Hus prudent, 3 feussit ft camonfier son art dans des drames 
sotiaux an contenu idydogiqne soohrity. Contrairement ft Eisen- 
stein, 3 survifcut ft suHm et trouva one occasion de se venger. A 
h sate da dftgef kMoto^que de 1956, 3 toanm nn dessin animy 
d*aprte la pitoe de Maikovski, Le bain. L’intgres sa nt de cette 
piece, toite en 1928, est qu’elle tort ddjft dir^fie centre la 
polit iq ne cnltnreDe de Stahne. Le tz^qne est qne Maikovski, 
| dfscs p yianl de toot changement, e n fit son testamentr Parqris, 
il se smddart. Le bate (1962) -film avant-ganfiste dddarf-jot rate 
belle revanche. Yootkevitdi transforms ce chant do cygne en un 
hommagr an poftte futoriste qui avait donny en 1917 one 
kiyologje cobyrente au nouveau emtoa. 

Aucnnde ces coo ra nt s oude ces controveises n’est abordy dans 
les doc um entaires intitniys Sergei Y outkevitc h et Sergei Ebea- 
stete. Bs ont, comme Un jour dans la vie de Mosfifan, Ia forme et la 
fethorique de films <Te nti eprise. Le vocabulaiie dn commentaire 
(doobiy en arabe) revient sans cesse sur des qualificatite de 
mesare -le grand, ri mpo rt an t, le lyvofutionnaire- sans rien (fire 
des vicissitudes de ce antoa ft 6chos cnltareb et artistiqnes de 
premier ordre. 

Une soirte morne. 

Sami Kami 


oCa tegon d arabe 


par Sabah Hadkfi 


Nous vous proposons cette semaine la conjugaison de 
trois veibes particuliftrement utiles: avoir, aller et vouloir. 
Vous trouverez ensuite quelques mots de vocabulaire trfts 
pfeseuls ces temps-d dans les conversations en vflle... 


CONJUGAISON 


Audhj’ai 

Awfeft: to as (masc.) 
Asdek: to as (ten.) 
AndohtUa 


And: Avoir 

Axkdmellea 
Amina: noosavons 
Andkou: vous avez 
Andten: Us ou elles ont 


Aller 


Azhab: je vais 
Taahah: to vas (masc. et 
fem.) 

Yazhab:3va 
Tazhab: elle va 


Nazhab: nous aliens 
Tazbabou: vous allez 
Yazfaabou: 3s vont 
Ya 2 habna: elles vont 


Arad: vouloir 


Ourid: je veux 
Toarid: to veux (masc.) 
Tourhfin: to veux (fem.) 
Yourid: Uveut 
Tourid: eUe veut 


Nourid: nous voulons 
Touriddomi : vous voulez 
Youridoun: ils veulent 
Yowidna: elles veulent 


VOCABULAIRE 


Harb: la guerre 
SBm: lapaix 
Hflodoohlaftontite 
Maldcleroi 
Amir: le prince 
Amira: la princesse 
Rais le pfesident 
Waste: le ministre 
Jarideh: le journal 
Mtjilrfa: la revue 
Akhbar: les noovelles 
SahaO: le journaliste 
SahafRat la journaliste 
Jesfel’annye 


Saroukfa: iafiisde 
Askarfc un mflitaire 
Askaria: une miiitaire 
Kona: la force 
Harab: militer 
Montamar: la conference 
FlndolcFhdtel 
Gbouxfeh: la chambre 
Karieh: le village 
Bated ou Madina: la ville 
Mmkaaesle centre 
Salyarab: lavtoture 
Malabes: les vfttements 


“Le magnifique” (1973). Film 
de Philippe de Broca, avec Jean- 
PanI Belmondo. Un film (Taven- 
tnre et de suspens, avec cas ca d es 
et ponrsnites en venture assufees. 
C otfre CUtard Iteapfe. fawH 27 
aoftt ft 28MQ. 

“Kamikaze” (1982), de Wolf 
Giemm et R-W.^ Fassbinder. Une 
maison d’ydition regoit des 
menaces d’ attentat ft la bombe. 
Le lieutenant de police Jansen, 
intequyty par Fassbinder, est 
ebargy de dtoravrir l’antenr de 
ces menaces. Un thriller plein de 
rebondissements inattendns. 
tasttea Gothe, nundi 2ft ft 2QhM (ca 
Mttrfdl wUs). 


DIMANCHE 


17bS5 - Denver, le denrier (fimm- 

sore. Dessin anhne. 

18h20 Le raft on veio. 
Doc umen take sportif- 
Uh30 - Ca c’est dn antoa. 

19hM - Le JonmaL ^ 

19hl5 - Carnet de notes. Extraits oe 
mnsiqae dassiqne. 

LUNDI 

IShOS - Le vol dn kangow™- 
Doc nm e nt ahe «r le snrvoi en banon 
de ceitaimat rfcpooa d’Anstrahe. 
19bOC - Le JoanaL 

I9M5 - fttegaane sporttf bebdoma- 


“Tootrie”, de Sydney Poliak, 
avec Dustin Hoffrnan. LTristoire 
(Fun acteur an chtoiage qni se 
fait passer poor une femme afin 
d’obtenir un idle dans tm soap 
op to ft la t£!6vision amd ricaine.. 
Caste m fa fcsl n, les dl ii Mmlic 24 et 
jeoffi 30 aoftt ft 19M8. (en anglais). 

Ony-dub. Sdance quotidiemie ft 
20b00. Projection suppltoentaire 
poor les jennes, le jemfi ft 16b00. 

Dfanacte non commBmqny. 

Laadlr non communiquy. 

Kfrrft non communiquy. 

Mercredh non comnnmiqny. 

Jeadb non commumqn61 

Vcndredk non commmtiqay. 

Sameifi: non communiquy. 

FBhb en nrdn originate. Rmte de 
fn fr grftf, premftre ft tofte aprte 
FhftM jyrnahsn pte pw rite ft 
gracbe. Le cta6dob se Uua t e ft cn* 
vhm 300 ul, sor la ganefe de In 
nmte. ■ -vr . 


MARDI 

18hl0 - Badjoas. Documentaire sur 

cette De des Phflip|rines. 

1040 - Des cbiffres et des lettres. 
Jen. 

MOO - Le Journal. 

MIS . AnjoanTtni en Jantanie: 
magazine local rdafisd et pr£scat& par 
Saleh Modi. 

MERCREDI 

MOO - SOS disparas. S6oe pofi- 
c ift m. 

MOO - Le JonmaL 

M15 - Syiectktt de musiqne dassi- 

qoe. 

• * JEUIH ■ 

3010 - “MoBerisomo”: desda a»- 

mft. 

1040 - Des Chrtfres et des Lettres. 
Jen. 

I9M» - Le Jooraa!. 

19fcl5 - Documentaires snr le 
Qnriiec elle Buhtek 

VENDREM 

17h25 - “Le de ddttoa". 

. Him. 

MOO - Le Joans*. 

M15 - LaifrotatiM de FteA* 
grace. Sftrie docomentaire sur nib- 
tone de fat science . 

SAMEXM 

. 18hl0 Images et rdaiitys. 
Docomentaire mr les 
voe et la rifiodo& de 
19M0 - Le JounbL - 
- 19hl5 - AjqaanThm ra Fiance. 

Ma^zine mr le mode de vks frao^aiB. 


tuni ire. 










Si la i3ume vous dtoauge, que vous dcrivez en frangais. i. 
“Le Jourdam” vous puvre ses deux pages teebdomadaireg. 
Vos idyesdesnjets,Iocauxetr6gionaiix, comme vos 
suggestions y semt les bienvenues. 


Jesm-Murc Bonks, fhnefa section, Jordan Times. 
P.O.-Box 6710. TO: 667X71. 



LE SAVIEZ-VOUS ? 


TOURISME. Les toatistes semblent bonder la Cdte d’Azur 
cette annde. Leur nombre a duninuy de 30% en ju31et par 
rapport au m6me mois de 1989 sur les plages du sud-est de la 
France. Les hdtek afficheot une batese de fryquentation de 
20% et les campings: de 40%. Poor le ddbut du mois le 
jdfenomftiie s’exj3iqiiepar l’effet du Mondiale, mais 3 semble 
que la Cdte d’Azur souffie de la concurrence des autres 
fegfons frangaises, des pays ytrangere (notamment de Test), et 
du coOt de la vie dans cette region. 

FORET. La dyforestation en zone tropicale s’est consjdyrable- 
ment accyiyfee au corns des dix dermftres anndes, passant de 
94.000 km2 en 1980 ft 168.000 km2 en 1990, sekm one ytude de 
Forgamsation des Natkms-Umes pour l’afonentation et Fagri- 
culture (FAO). Pour le directeur de cette organisation la 
pollution et la pauvretf sont les deux pires ennemis de la fordt 



mende ft bord d’un satellite qui devrait fitre mis sur orbite^ 
1993. Le but ft long tome est de permettre aux astronautes i 
ooltiver leur propre nourriture et de produire de l’oxygdi 
tout en absorbant le gaz carbonique et en purifiant Feai 


ProWh »* N - PUUte N. ZS. 




Sohdion da proNta^ N. 2* SotnUoa da prabltec 


6-24; B. 9-5; N.4- 18 ; 
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Gulf crisis cloud outlook 
for world grain trade 


PARIS _(R) — The Gulf crisis 
. could stoke up competition for 
sales among gram exporting na- 
tions, hamper global trade 
and push down wheat and bailey 
prices, trade experts say. 

Iraq, off limits to trade under 
U.N^-aad European Community 
embargoes, was expected this 
year to buy about 3.6 million 
tonnes of foreign wheat, 700,000 
tonnes of maize and 500,000 ton- 
nes of barley, accord i ng to grain 
trade sources. 

While Iraq is believed to have 
fulfilled much, of its Deeds 
through to the end of this year, it 
would normally have bought 
large quantities before next July, 
they said. 

These supplies, traditionally 
from Australia, Q»n a<b and the 


United States, will be available 
for other destinations. 

“AD of these countries wiU 
have to find other destinations for 
their products, which wiU without 
any doubt complicate GATT 
negotiations,’* Pierre Cor- 
moreebe, president of the French 
Permanent Assembly of Agricul- 
ture Chambers, said. 

Connor eche was referring to 
the Uruguay Round of world 
trade talks under the auspices of 
the Geneva-based General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), which have entered a 
sensitive stage before their sche- 
duled end in December. 

At those talks, the European 
Community, a major grain expor- 
ter, has resisted efforts by the 
United States, Canada and Au- 
stralia to dismantle export sub- 


sidy schemes. 

European traders said they ex- 
pected competition between 
wheat exporters for world market 
share, already heated in such 
markets as North Africa and the 
Middle East, to intensify in com- 
ing weeks, pushing down prices 
that have already dropped by 
almost 20 per cent since July 1. 

Downward pressure on prices 
will also be exerted by the pros- 
pect of a record 1990 world wheat 
crop and a sharp drop-off in 
Turkey's wheat imports as it re- 
covers from drought and produc- 
tion incentives take hold. 

An outbreak of hostilities 
could jeopardise grain sales to 
Iraq's Mideast neighbours, which 
together imported an estimated 
13 million tonnes of wheat last 


Mideast tension sends prices 
of rubber to 10-month high 


LONDON (R) — -The Gulf crisis 
has helped put a bounce back into 
the world rubber market. Fears 
of supply disruptions have poshed 
the price to a 10-month high. 

The International Natural 
Rubber Organisation (INRO) 
daDy indicator price for Friday was 
190.55 Malaysian cents (70 U.S. 
cents) a kilogramme up from 
186.3 cents (69 U.S.) the previous 
day and a four-year low in July of 
178 centre (66 U.S.) 

“Wc are going to remain with a 
very volatile market and we could 
well see higher prices in the event 
of a worsening Middle Eastern 
situation," one trader said. 

“Yesterday (Thursday) we saw 
some very sharp rises, probably 
the steepest in rubber prices m 
any one single day we have had 
for a very long time," one trader 
said. 

Like most other commodity 
markets from aluminium to tea, 
prices are being driven by spe- 


culation about how war in the 
Gulf or even continued tension 
there would affect trade. 

Good supplies and a market 
regulated by INRO mean that 
traders have built up few stocks 
of rubber, most of which is used 
in the manufacture of tyres. 

The trade relies on a regular 
flow of container vessels from 
Asia, source of most of the 
world’s supply and dealers are 
now worried that war might cause 
serious disruption to shipping. 

. 41 Any interruption to the flow 
would caose the most horrendous 
problems to consumers whether 
the vessels were going to the U.S. 
or Europe," a trader said. 

The market started to edge up 
about 10 days ago because of 
buying by China. 

“Their economy seems to be 
improving after a period of very 
low growth rates so they need 
rubber," international rubber 
study group economist Prachaya 


Jumpasut said. 

Higher oil prices caused by the 
crisis in the Middle East have also 
contributed to the rise. Oil is a 
major input in the production of 
synthetic robber. 

“Natural and synthetic rubber 
are not exactly substitutable but 
they tend to move along with 
each other," Jumpasut said. 

The rise in oil prices has 
however also prompted feare of 
an international recession, which 
could diminish demand for rub- 
ber. 

"What were are all worried 
about is some form of recession 
which would affect demand for 
rubber. My own view is that it is 
far too early to assume anything 
about the longer term impact of 
the Middle Eastern situation," 
analyst Martin Wedgewood of 
London brokers Smith New 
Court said. 

“I think prices could rise furth- 
er if there is no recession,” be 
added. 


Traders 
skim oil 
profits; 
prices fall 

NEW YORK (R) — Oil prices 
were knocked lower Friday as the 
market paused from its staggering 
three-week rally for a bout of 
profit-taking. 

“This market's been going 
straight up for so long and it tends 
to over-extend itself. Some peo- 
ple are also selling on the pros- 
pect of an OPEC meeting,” said 
one trader. But most analysts said 
OPEC ministers meeting infor- 
mally in Vienna Sunday will have 
problems agreeing on boosting 
output. 

West Texas Intermediate, the 
U.S. benchmark, finished down a 
steep $1.02 at $30.91 a barrel for 
October delivery. New York un- 
leaded petrol for September en- 
ded down 3.89 cents at $1.0466 a 
gallon (3.785 litre). 

Thursday, world oil prices 
finished at their highest levels in 
more than seven years. Just days 
earlier, Monday, petrol futures 
finished at record highs since they 
began trading in 1984. 

Traders say crude oil prices are 
poised for a violent jerk up to $50 
— or a crash to $20. 

“We're sitting on a rocket 
which could take us to the sky,” 
said one international oil trader. 
“But if we fall off, we’re going to 
drop like a stone." 

In the present jittery market, 
which is trading on emotions 
more than on fundamentals, any 
major news can kick off a quan- 
tum shift in prices. 

Oil traders say war in the Mid- 
dle East would mean $50 a barrel 
for crude. 

But if the Gulf crisis caused by 
Iraq’s takeover of Kuwait is re- 
solved, the market will scurry 
back to the pre-invasion levels, 
they say. 


INOI 


NEWS BRIEFS 


Egyptianstprttf raq i - project 

ISMAZL1A, Egypt (R) — An Egyptian company has withdrawn 
from a project to build 13 new quays at Iraq’s main port of Basra 
because of the Gulf crisis, a company official has said. The 
official said die Canal Harbour Works Company won the contract 
after fighting in the Xran-Iraq war was halted in August 1988. 
Work had been due to start on Aug. 20. After the Aug. 2 
takeover of Kuwait, Iraq rejected a request to delay construction 
until after tension eased, the official said. The official also said a 
Western blockade of Iraqi ports imhc Gulf made it impossible for 
the company to transport needed equipment. The project was 
aimed at easing coujcstion at Basra, which is located on the Shatt 
AJ Waterway near die border with Iran. 

Turkey hikes petrol prices again 

ANKARA (R) — TXrikey, deprived of oil supplies from Iraq, 
raised petrol prices by more than 23 per cent Saturday. It was the 
second price increase announced by the State Petroleum Office 
since Iraq’s Aug. 2 takeover of Kuwait which has pushed crude 
prices from $22 a barrel to about $30. Normal grade petrol went 
up by 23.6 per cent to 1,796 lira (66.9 cents) a Ktre and super 
grade by 23-2.per cent to 1,996 lira (74.4 cents). Petrol prices last 
went up by 15 per cent on Aug. 7. Turkey, complying with 
international sanctions against Baghdad, has shut an Iraqi 
pipeline across its territory. The pipeline provided Turkey with 
more th an 60 per cent of its consumption needs at fixed, 
favourable prices. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Saturday, August 25, 1990 Central Bank official rates 


Taiwan confronts 
increases historic 
oak prices challenge 


U.S. doOsr 


DcmttcfacBiaxk 
Swiss hue 


Bay Sefl 

655.0 639.0 
L2JZ4- 1380.0 
420.6 423.1 

516.1 519.2 


French franc 
Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch griidcr 
-Swedish crown 
lufin lira (Cot 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


123.4 126.2 
447.1 449.8 
373-6 375.8 

114.4 115.1 

56.7 57.0 

204.8 206.0 
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oitprices 

TAIPEI (AP) — The economics 
ministry Friday announced in- 
creases in ofl and gas prices of 
about 30 per cent in response to 
the increasing cost of oil caused 
by Iraq’s takeover of Kuwait. 

The increase brought Taiwan’s 
oil prices to their highest level 
ance December 1987. 

“The increases are inevitable 
because of our heavy reliance on 
foreign oil,” Economics Minister 
Vincent Siew told a news con- 
ferncc. Taiwan imports 430,000 
barrels of crude oil daily, 
accounting for 95 per cent of its 
(til consumption. 

Siew said the government also 
decided to offset the higher oil 
costs by lowering a commodity 
tax for oil products to 30 per cent 
from 60 per cent. The govern- 
ment was expected to lose about 
14 billion Taiwan dollars ($509 
million} in annual tax revenue 
because of the cuts, be added. 

He said the oil hike would 
probably increase inflation by 
0.54 percentage points this year. 
Taiwan's annual inflation rare 
was 4.81 per cent in July. 

Last week, authorities pre- 
dicted Taiwan's economic growth 
this year would only reach 5.24 
per cent because of the rising oil 
prices, lower than seven per cent 
projected earlier. Taiwan’s eco- 
nomic grew by 733 per cent last 
year. 

News of the (til hike pushed 
Taiwan’s stock index to its lowest 
point in 30 months. Share prices 
plummeted 197.90 points, or 5.94 
per cent, dosing at 3,135.56 
points in sluggish trading. 

Meanwhile, Premier Hau Pei- 
Tsnn urged Taiwanese to cooper- 
ate with the government in ener- 
gy conservation and called for the 
use of fuel-efficient facilities. 

After the price increase, regu- 
lar and unleaded gasoline rose 28 
per cent to 18.50 Taiwan dollars 
per litre (2.59 per gallon), regular 
diesel shot up 33 per cent to 12 
Taiwan dollars per Ktre ($1.68 
per gallon). 


i VIENNA (R) — OPEC Presi- 
dent Sadek Boussena of Algeria 
said Saturday the group should 
help alleviate any real oil shor- 
tages caused by the Gulf crisis 
which posed one of OPEC’s 
biggest-ever challenges. 

“I hope to Cod we save 
OPEC,” he told reporters in the 
lobby of the Vienna Hotel where 
most, if mot all, the 13 oil minis- 
ters are expected to join him in 
consultations Sunday. 

He said he thought the group 
should, at the right time, help 
alleviate any oil shortages. 

Neither in the lobby nor in an 
interview with Reuters Saturday 
did Boussena elaborate on what 
he saw as the threat to the Orga- 
nisation of the Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries (OPEC), founded 
Sept. 10, 1960, in Ba g hdad. 

But the challenge is daunting. 

— Among core founder mem- 
bers, Iraq, having ^annexed 
Kuwait, appears dose to war with 
Saudi Arabia. 

— Prices have soared some $10 
above OPECs declared target of 
$21 per barrel, threatening to 
revive its old image as a grasping 
group and scare the West into 
using less of its ofl. 

— The United States wants 
OPEC to raise production above 
current quotas now to help offset 
the loss of some four million 
barrels daily of Iraqi and Kuwaiti 
exports, blocked by United Na- 
tions sanctions. 

Saudi Arabia with up to two 
million barrels of spare capacity 
and Venezuela and the United 
Arab Emirates with around 
500,000 barrels each say they will 
turn up the taps with or without 
approval from the rest of OPEC. 

Iraq will scarcely grant such 
approval, delegates say. 

Nor, says Boussena, had a 
majority of the 13 members con- 
sented to a recent Saudi- 
Venezuelan call for a full 
decision-taking conference to 
seek an accord on production. 


West sees no oil gap to fill World 
from stocks of governments stocks 

PARIS (R) — Western govern- companies around the world. I (OECD). . 

meats see no need to draw down am not going to talk source but Ithas the power to_ enforce the RP 


PARIS (R) — Western govern- 
ments see no need to draw down 
strategic oil stocks now because 
of the Gulf crisis, a senior official 
at the West’s Paris-based energy 
watchdog body said Friday. 

No physical shortage of erode 
oil has emerged because of the 
United Nations ban on trade with 
Iraq and Kuwait, the official at 
the International Energy Agency 
(TEA) said. 

The two countries produce 
around four million barrels a day 
of oil, but the West's oil stocks 
are at present high. 

“Governments as of now do 
not see a gap which needs filling 
by government stocks because of 
a physical loss,” be said. 

Supplies were being met by 
companies drawing on their oil 
stocks and from deliveries of 
crude already in tankers close to 
consumer markets. That would 
continue for the rest of August. 

For September, the official said 
the IEA did not envisage a 
physical shortage of oil as long as 
more oil is produced to replace 
the lost Iraqi and Knwaiti crude. 

He expects Saudi Arabia will 
increase production. “We have 
contacts with the (oil) industry... 
with private and s taste -owned 


companies around the world. I 
am not going to talk source but 
the Saudi minister’s statement is a 
statement to be believed." 

Saudi Oil Minister Hisham 
Nazer has said that his country 
may unilaterally increase produc- 
tion, even in the absence of an 
OPEC agreement. OPEC is due 
to begin informal discussions in 
Vienna Sunday. 

“We have received information 
from Venezuela of their intention 
to increase their production. 
There are certain other countries 
that will also increase their pro- 
duction,” be stressed. 

He was unable to say if output 
is already being raised. But mar- 
ket fears of a cut in Saudi output 
were misplaced, be said. It is 
cutting export of refinery pro- 
ducts, not erode ofl. 

Saudi’s Nazer said his country 
could add two million barrels of 
crude a day, while the United 
Arab Emirates, a Saudi Gulf 
Arab ally, and Venezuela could 
contribute 500,000 barrels a day 
each at short notice. 

The IEA, was set up after the 
1973 oil shock to watch over 
energy security for the world’s 
richest nations, the 24-member 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 


(OECD). . 

It has the power to enforce die 
sharing of oil among its members 
if there is a serious enough short- 
fall. It can also call for a draw- 
down of strategic government oil 
stocks. 

The second meeting of the IEA 
governing body since the Gulf 
crisis is due late next week. The 
official said be could not predict 
what decisions, if any, that meet- 
ing would take. 

The agency is constantly revis- 
ing its prognoses as more in- 
formation comes in, he said. “We 
cannot exclude the possibility of a 
gap (in oil supply) being created 
if this situation prevails for an 
extended period of time.” 

But this situation differs from 
the 1979 oil crisis created by the 
Iranian revolution, which lasted 
for about six months and pushed 
oil prices as high as $40 from $12 
a barrel. “Then there was no 
extra capacity and very few stocks 
indeed,’ 1 the official said. 

Crude oil prices rose sharply 
Thursday to top $32 a barrel, 
some $10 above their level before 
the Gulf crisis erupted. Friday, 
afternoon benchmark Brent 
blend for September delivery was 
quoted slightly lower at $31.65. 


U.S. recession looms 


WASHINGTON (R) — The pos- 
sibility of a recession in the Un- 
ited States grew more likely Fri- 
day as the government reported 
that economic growth slowed to a 
sluggish 1.2 per cent annual rate 
between April and June. 

The pace slowed from 1.7 per 
cent in the previous three 
months. The inflation-adjusted 
gross national product (GNP) 
growth rate for the second quar- 
ter of the year was unchanged 
from the Commerce Depart- 
ment’s initial estimate last month. 

Even though GNP was not 
revised up as expected, the latest 
report offered a bit of encourage- 
ment by showing that the eco- 
nomy drew more strength from 
consumer spending and exports 
and less from inventory growth 
than previously reported. 
rBtffJfrr.Tarrrn stiUjfe£gfiste&& 
slowing economy that will be- 
come! I^fo« ! * ^ letha^g^ff^tt ? t:he ^, 
second half of the year and prob- 
ably deteriorate into a recession 
in part because of the Middle 
East crisis-induced surge in oil 
prices, economists said. 

"Things were already slow- 
ing," said economist David Wyss 
of a forecasting firm in Lexing- 
ton, Massachusetts. 


“Even without the oil crisis we 
would have expected them to 
slow down more. With the oil 
crisis we're likely to have an 
outright recession,” he said. 

A survey published Friday 
showed that nearly six out of 10 
Americans believe the United 
States already is in a recession. 
The New York Times/CBS news 
poll found that about 55 per cent 
of the public thinks the economy 
is growing worse and pessimism 
has increased significantly since 
Iraq invaded Kuwait. 

The economy has been losing 
steam for more than a year since 
the central bank began trying to 
bring it to a "soft landing” by 
raising interest rates to stem infla- 
tion. 

In the first half of this year 
GNP— the total output of goods 
fcflfld st ajacklus- 

ter 1.5 per rent pace. Last year it 
• rose only 23 peroent^ffiiS slowest 
since the current record-long eco- 
nomic expansion began at the end 
of 1982. 

Commerce officials said GNP 
would have to grow at a 2.9 per 
rent annual rate in the second 
half to meet a government target 
for 2.0 per rent growth this year. 

Even if oil prices quickly re- 


turned to their pre-crisis levels, 
economists doubted that target 
could met, given the slowing pace 
of consumer spending, a con- 
struction slump and July jobless 
rate that rose to a two-year high 
5.5 per rent. 

“The jump in the unemploy- 
ment rate in July and soft jobs 
picture is going to damage con- 
sumer spending in any case,” said 
economist Allen Sinai of the Bos- 
ton Co. “But the Iraqi event will 
devastate consumer confidence.’’* 

“I think this has been brewing 
for yeais," added economist Lar- 
ry Chime rine, a senior fellow at 
the Economic Strategy Institute, 
a Washington research group- “I 
think we're going to see the eco- 
nomy flounder and this could take 
several yean. 


NEW YORK (AP) — The stock 
market rallied as the world’s bat- 
tered financial markets staggered 
into the weekend op timis tic that a 
Middle East war had been 
averted — at least temporarily. 

But the recovery worldwide 
was based mcne on a belief that 
stock prices had bottomed out 
than any relief over the latest 
developments in the Iraq -U.S. 
standoff. 

“The fear from the selling has 
run its course like a fever runs its 
course and then breaks," said 
Christopher Baker of Prudential- 
Bache Securities Inc. In Boston. 
"Maybe Monday morning there 
will be some more panic, but for 
the time being it’s gone." 

On Wall Street, the Dow Jones 
average rose 49.50 points to 
2,532.92, erasing most of a. 76- 
point drop Thursday. But the 
Dow average, whch measures 30 
big industrial company stocks, 
still ended the week down 111. 88 
points. 

Stocks also rebounded in 
Europe and Japan. But despite 
the gains, the crisis spawned by 
Iraq’s takeover of Kuwait has 
'erased hundreds of billions. cf 
| dollars in the value cf .U l. 

I stocks. 

After Iraq let a deadline ; 
for Western countries to 
their embassies :r. Kuwait, 
financial market panic !y. r-. • 
traded as if the threat o: an -V. " 
conflict had receded. 

Stock markets v.'orlcvricc'n.* 
ed gains. Japan's Nifcfoi 
average rose 42S.I3 point:/ :o 
24,165.76, a l.S per cent rise.r.« • 
its fourth-largest drop cr : \-r 
Thursday. The Frankfurt mar/?: 
gained about 3S points, V.hiL- 
London’s stock exchange closed 
higher for the first time in- Seven 
trading days. 

On Wall Street, the Dow Jones 
average soared nearly 40 points in 
the first 15 minutes of trading 
before dropping back until an 
afternoon rally fed by -Gor- 
bachev’s comment. 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

All girls fleeing Saudi Arabia, Kuwait or Iraq and in need of 
work or residence or solutions for their problems. 

Can call Tel: 616588. 


ATTENTION 

Those who wish to sell their second-hand 
furniture. 

Please call Tel. 825403. 



Please call tel. No. 665628. 

From 3:00 to 6:00 p.m., Sunday & Monday. 


Video camera JVC/JR 65, all accessories, 8 zoom, 
model 90. 

Call 662871 after 6 p.m. 


AL-MaJaL^ervice^/laster In Saudi Arabia, is. ir. 
need for the following Survey Englneers:- 

1- MECHANICAL ENGINEER 

Qualifications: 

A. BSc in Mechanical Engineering from an accredited . 
university. 

B. Minimum four to five years of experience in . / 

maintaining different types of airconditioning - : • • 
equipment (A.H.U.. Fan Coil Units, Split Units, . 
Chillers, etc..). : • 

C. Fluent in spoken and written English. ; - 

D. Must know how to utilize computer programs (Lotus 
1 , 2, 3, Symphony, Formtool and Data Base). 

2- ELECTRICAL ENGINEER 

Qualifications: 

A. Bsc. in Electrical Engineering from an accredited. • . 
university. 

B. Minimum four to five years experience in 

maintaining facilities and plants electricity and •' 
electrical fixtures, design and estimation of building 
electrical layout. ' ■ ' ’ 

C. Fluent in spoken and written English. 

D. Must know how to utilize computer programs (Lotus 
1 ,2,3 Symphony, Formtool and Data Base. Design ' 
and Estimate). 

3- CIVIL OR MECHANICAL ENGINEER 

Qualifications: 

A. BSc. in Mechanical or Civil Engineering from an 
accredited university. 

B. Minimum four to five years experience in 

maintaining structural as well as sanitary fixtures In ‘ 
building facilities and plants. Design and estimsti.-: 
of building and sanitary layout. . . . 

C. Fluent in spoken and written English. 

D. Must know how to utilize computer programs fLor .1 
1 , 2, 3, Symphony, Formtool and Data Base). 

Very good salaries and benefits. 

Interested candidates, kindly submit CVs and photo 
copies of all supporting documents no later than Aug. - 
30th, 1990 to:- 

ServkeMaster Middle East 
P.O. Box 926871 
Amman - Jordan 

C/o SURVEY ENGINEERS AS. ■ • 

Please make sure that names, telephones =nc P.O. Bex 
numbers are clearly shown cn the sealed envelope iroir ' 
the outside. 
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South African police test new 
powers in crackdown on violence 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Police and soldiers tested their 
sweeping new powers to quell 
clashes between black factions 
Saturday with a ffve-hour night 
raid on hostels in Kagjso. scene of 
some of the worst fighting. 

One thousand police and 
troops cordoned off the township 
west of Johannesburg Friday 
evening, carried out searches and 
stayed dll about 3.30 a.m. (0130 
GMT) Saturday, a police spokes- 
man said. 

Security forces also moved into 
Vosloorus, a troubled township 
east of Johannesburg early 
Saturday. 

Acting within hours of an 
announcement invoking special 


police powers to quell 12 days of 
vicious township war, officers 
make several arrests and seized 
many illegal weapons including 
homemade guns and pistols. 

Law and Order Minister 
Adriaan Vlok Friday gave police 
virtually unlimited powers to en- 
ter homes and search and detain 
suspects. The police have immun- 
ity from prosecution for acts car- 
ried out in good faith. 

More than 500 people have 
died in fighting between residents 
who support Nelson Mandela’s 
African National Congress 
(ANC) and migrant workers of 
the IZulo-based 1 Inkatha Move- 
ment led by chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi. 


Mandela, who met President 
F.W. De Klerk Friday, conde- 
mned the new powers as “totally 
useless”. 

He said the government bad 
rcimposed die state of emergency 
— largely lifted in June after four 
years — under another name. 
Such measures had been ineffec- 
tive in the past and “led to an 
excuse for the police to abuse 
their rights,” he said. 

“The ANC was not consulted 
and we object to the principle of 
the government acting unilateral- 
ly on the question of resolving 
violence,” he added. 

Mandela was scheduled to 
leave South Africa later Saturday 
for a one-week trip to Norway 


Romanian 

protesters 

disperse 

after fight 

with police 


Colombian aide blames Americans 
for allowing cocaine into U.S. 


BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — 
Colombia's attorney general has 
said that corrupt U.S. officials are 
allowing cocaine into the United 
States. 

Attorney General Alfonso 
Gomez told foreign re porters that 
if drug traffickers bribe Col- 
ombian officials to let their 
cocaine-filled planes take off, 
they also pay off U.S. officials to 
let them land. 

He said drag traffickers are 
able to smuggle 500 tons of 
cocaine a year to the United 
States because U.S. authorities 
are “either being bribed or God 
made them blind.” 

Gomez said that one of the 
biggest obstacles in the fight 
against drugs is corruption, both 
in Colombia and the United 
States. 

Colombian cocaine traffickers 
have been blamed for killing 
some 500 people in the past year. 


including three presidential 
candidates. 

Gomez called Colombia's cam- 
paign to seize prope r tics from toe 
country’s billionaire cocaine 
barons “ a complete failure.” 

He said many of the randies, 
airplanes, furniture, hones and 
jewels seized from alleged drag 
traffickers have been returned. 

The problem is that Colombia 
began the seizures without de- 
veloping an adequate judicial in- 
frastructure to keep the confis- 
cated property, Gomez said. 

He said judges are often bribed 
or intimidated into returning con- 
fiscated goods. 


when the government began a 
major crackdown on drug traf- 
ficking, $42 million in gold, plati- 
num, silver and U.S. cash has 
been confiscated from alleged 
cocaine traffickers. 

Most of it was found buried at 
drag traffickers’ randies. 

Gomez noted the case of two 
police officials who fled Col- 
ombia last week with money 
seized from drug traffickers as an 
example of how corruption dam- 
ages bis country’s anti-drug 
efforts. 


During the past three weeks, 
security forces have seized 85 
aircraft in southwestern Col- 
ombia suspected of having car- 
ried drugs and other contraband, 
an army spokesman said. 

He said that since last August, 


Newspaper reports said the two 
fled with 59 milli on- Gomez said 
investigators said they were not 
sure how much it was. 

Aside from toe killings, corrup- 
tion is the highest price Colombia 
is paying in the drug war, Gomez 
said. 

“The level of infiltration has 
been very high,” he said. 


Monkeys having great time in New York 


NEW YORK (AP) — The dty’s 
wildest tourists are up from South 
America. They’ve enjoyed the 
cuisine and spent their nights 
swinging around town. They also 
have razor-sharp teeth, and can 
carry parasites and druses. 

They are 25 recently liberated 
squirrel monkeys, and they’ve 
turned a quiet neighbourhood in 
toe Borough of Queens into a 
wild kingdom since they were 
stolen from a local business and 
turned loose three weeks ago. 

“It’s like vacationing in a far- 
away land,” said Constance 
Quinn. “You look out the win- 
dow and there’s a monkey bang- 
ing on the wash line or swinging 
in the trees.” 


The monkey business began 
when the animals were swiped 
from South America Unlimited, 
which imports the primates and 
sells them to research laborator- 
ies. The thieves' apparent plans 
to peddle the monkeys to pet 
stores fell through, and they re- 
leased toe primates, police said. 

Ever since, it’s been monkeys 
in the middle of everything. They 
pop up in back yards, dangle 
from ‘telephone wires, lead local 


kids on wild chimp chases. One 
found a new home in Mrs. 
Quinn's garage. 

“I walked out there, and the 
monkey was just sitting on the 
car,” Mrs. Quinn said. “Then it 
started flying all over. It was just 
hysterical.” 

Her encounter with the monk- 
ey Monday has made Mr. Quinn 
somewhat of a celebrity. In addi- 
tion to calls from reporters, she 
made an appearance Friday 
morning on a radio station. 

“What part of Queens do you 
live in? The Amazon section?” 
toe host asked her. 

Actually, the Glendale section, 
which along with neighbouring 
Ridgewood is where the visitors 
are hanging out. The monkey iu 
Mrs. Quinn’s place escaped de- 
spite the best efforts of a police- 
man and a worker. Since then, 
two of the small brownish beasts 
have been recovered. 

One was put to sleep because 
of the potential health risk; the. 
other is safe and sound in an 
undisclosed location, said Katin 
Travers, director of the American 
Society of Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals facility at Kennedy 
International Airport. 


The critters are as dangerous as 
they are adorable, Ms. Travers 
wanted. They will bite if con- 
fronted, and they can carry 
dozens pf dangerous diseases, in- 
cluding potentially fatal Hepatitis 
B. 

But after spending their time in 
cages since leaving South Amer- 
ica, toe beasts are now busy living 
it up during their summer m toe 
urban jungle. 

“We’re worried, but these 
monkeys are having a party,” 
said Ms. Travers. 

“They’ve discovered a smor- 
gasbord of food: plenty of green- 
ery, trees and flowers to munch 
on, along with die occasional 
spider or other insect. One 
homeowner already reported los- 
ing his backyard grape harvest to 
the monkeys. 

But the good times will soon 
end, Ms. Travers warned. The 
monkeys thrive in the beat, but a 
New York winter would mean 
their demise: “Forget it. They’d 
have no shot,” she said. 

“They are cute and adorable, 
but they don’t belong in the trees 
of New York,” she said. “They 
belong in toe trees of South 
America.” 


BUCHAREST (R) — Anti- 
government demonstrators 
chanting “down with commun- 
ism” dashed with Romanian 
riot police in central Bucharest | 
Friday during a six-hour con- 
frontation. 

Scuffles broke out, stones 
were thrown and the windows 
of several vehicles were 
smashed after police moved in 
to clear protesters from Uni- 
versity Square and a boule- 
vard, where they blocked traf- 
fic for a third successive night. 

The demonstration under- 
scored Romania’s political in- 
stability since Stalinist dictator 
Nicolae Ceausescu was over- 
thrown and executed last De- 
cember. 

At one point between 1,000 
and 2,000 protesters deman- 
ding the resignation of Presi- 
dent Ion Iliescn, an ex- 
Communist, faced off against 
about 1,000 Interior Ministry 
riot police. 

The police drove groups of 
hard-core demonstrators, who 
had no obvious political affilia- 
tion, into side streets and by 
midnight (2100 GMT) the 
crowds had dispersed. 

A major clash almost 
erupted when riot police 
knocked down a frail old lady 
who pushed through their Kn« 
to direct the crowd's chants 
like the conductor of an 
orchestra. 

“Down with the Securitate, " 
shouted the crowd, referring to 
Ceausescn's hated secret 
police. Many Romanians be- 
lieve Diescu’s National Salva- 
tion Front government is still 
using the Securitate, Ceauses- 
cu’s personal instrument of 
repression. 

In a separate protest, en- 
gineers in the city of Brasov, 
north of Bucharest, went on 
strike, d emanding a meeting 
with Prime Mxnsiter Petre Ro- 
man to discuss raw material 
shortages crippling factories 
and grievances over working 
conditions. 

Roman and Diescu have 
vowed to turn Romania into a 
market-economy democracy 
but have not managed to pre- 
vent the shortages which be- 
came chronic under Ceauses- 
cu. This week they re- 
introduced sugar rationing. 

Diescu was elected president 
in a landslide in May and the 
National Salvation Front won a 
big parliamentary majority. 

Worldwide protests rained 
on Iliescn in June after 
thousands of miners be sum- 
moned to Bucharest crushed 
anti-government protests by 
clubbing demonstrators on the 
streets. 

“You are the miners, yon 
.are the miners," some of the 
demonstrators shouted at the 
police Friday night. 
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U.S. cuts 
helicopter 
programme 
to save 
$7.8 billion 


49 Vietnamese 
to return home 


BANGKOK (AP) — Forty-nine 
Vietnamese who fled their coun- 
try by boat Mil voluntarily return 
home next week in toe first major 
repatriation from camps in Thai- 
land, a United Nations official 
said Friday. 

The Vietnamese will return 
Tuesday on a chartered Air Viet- 
nam flight to Ho On Minh City. 
Three others Mil join them if 
their documentation is finished 
by then. 

The repatriation would offer 
hope for resolving the problem of 
the thousands of Vietnamese in 
Thailand, whom Western coun- 
tries won’t resettle because they 
are classified as economic mig- 
rants and not political refugees. 

‘There MU be a series of repat- 
riations from now on,” said the 
U.N. official, who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

More than 100 others in Thai- 
land have applied to return under 
toe programme sponsored by the 
U.N. High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR), and some of 
them may leave next month, he 
said. 

So far, only nine Vietnamese 
have returned home from Thai- 
land with UNHCR assistance 
since the boat people exodus 
began with the 1975 Communist 
takeover in Vietnam. 


Siberian city shaken 
by third night of rioting 


WASHINGTON (AP) — De- 
fence Secretary Dick Cheney said 
Friday he had ordered the army 
to cut its planned purchases of a 
new-geoeration attack and recon- 
naissance helicopter by nearly 
half for a long-term saving of 
about $7.8 billion. 

The army will buy 1292 of die 
helicopters, which are still on the 
drawing board, instead of the 
previously planned 2,096, 
Cheney said. The yearly rate of 
production will be 120 instead of 
216. 

The change will cut the prog- 
ramme’s total cost to S34.2 billion 
from the originally projected $42 
billion, the army said. But it will 
increase the cost of each helicop- 
ter produced because the re- 
search and development costs MU 
be spread among fewer aircraft 

The army said each helicopter 
is expected to cost $8-9 million, 
up from the previous estimate of 
$7.5 million. 

Cheney said the demonstration 
phase of toe programme win be 
extended by two years to allow 
for frill testing of a prototype. 

Two corporate teams are com- 
peting for toe production con- 
tract. One is comprised of 
McDonnel Douglas Helicopter 
Co. and Be& Helicopter Textron. 
The other is Boeing Helicopters 
and Sikorsky Aircraft Co. 

A single contracting team for 
full-scale development of the 
helicopter is to be chosen next 
February. 

“I am convinced that toe light 
helicopter is essential to our long- 
term strategy of meeting worl- 
dwide requirements with a smal- 
ler, lighter army force structure,” 
Cheney said in a prepared state- 
ment after a department review 
of toe programme. 

The new helicopter is designed 
to perform reconnaissance at 
night, in adverse weather condi- 
tions. at high altitudes and in hot 
climates, toe Pentagon said. 

The Bush administration's 
budget request for toe 1991 fiscal 
year that begins Oct. 1 includes 
$465 million for research, de- 
velopment, testing and evalua- 
tion of the new-generatkm heli- 
copter, but Congress is expected 
to be approved a smaller total. 


MOSCOW (R) — Rioters in toe 
Soviet city of Chelyabinsk 
smashed cars and shop windows 
and tried to storm a government 
office in a third successive night 
of protests over food, tobacco 
and other shortages, TASS news 
agency said Saturday. 

Some 1,500 people marched on 
toe regional Communist Party 
headquarters iu the Ural Moun- 
tains rity late Friday night and 
held a rally de manding better 
supplies of food and c o nsumer 
goods. 

Earlier, TASS said a crowd of 
drunken youths gathered hear a 
local government office, target of 
protests since Wednesday. It said 
security forces had rounded up 
several teenagers armed with pet- 
rol bombs. 

More than 100 people were 
arrested and dozens injured in 
toe first two days of rioting. 
TASS said that figure grew Fri- 
day night before toe crowds final- 
ly dispersed early Saturday morn- 
ing, smashing windows as they 
left. 

The riots started when a queue 
for alcohol got out of control at 
Chelyabinsk's largest supermar- 
ket. Salesmen reftoed to open toe 
doors without police to main tain 
order and people then went on 
toe rampage. 

On Friday night, thfc disturb- 
ances spread to the dty centre. 
Police tried to stop crowds mar- 


ching towards party headquar- 
ters, but local members of parlia- 
ment said they would take re-; 
sponabflity for mamtaining law 
and order. 

TASS said several cars arid an 
ambulance were smashed. At 
midnight, protesters rallied in. 
front of toe party Jreadquarters 
where party and government offi- 
cials faced a torrent of abuse as 
they tried to mak&speeches. 

There were calls for the release 
of those arrested ^during this 
week’s riots, the worst violence 
so far reported in£a series of 
disturbances across the Soviet 
Union related to adte shortages 
of cigarettes and fpther basic 
items. * 

“Without wmtin&for a re- 
sponse, a group hoodlums 
tried to storm toe city’s Interior 
Ministry office, butmoiice man- 
aged to thwart toe at&cfc,” TASS 

Chelyabinsk government offi- 
cials have demanded to know 
who was responsible for ordering 
police to use rabbet batons to 
disperse the. demfastrations 
Thursday. f 

The independent tPostfactuin 
news ageraqrsaid: THundrcds of 
residents suffered frymth? clubs, 
among them toe region’s radio 
correspondent, Sergei Zverev, 
the TV coire^oncnit, regional 
deputy Eleonora wladinskaya 
and others.” I , 
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Cambodia rejects n 
resistance demands 


BANGKOK (AP) — Cambodia’s 
Vietnamese-installed government 
has rejected the guerrillas’ latest 
demands on the make-up of an 
interim authority. 

Thestate radio sharply rebuffed 
the guerrillas’ call in Peking 
Wednesday for more t alks with 
toe government on an early 
formation of a Supreme National 
Council. A text of Wednesday’s - 
broadcast was seen in Bangkok 
Friday. 

The guerrilla leaden, meeting 
in Peking, said the council should 
be “the unique, legitimate body 
and source of authority through- 
out toe transitional period” be- 
fore a general election. 

The state radio said this contra- 
dicted what already had been 
agreed upon by Rmom Penh 
Prime Minister Hun Sen and 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk. Siha- 
nouk leads the three-party guer- 
rilla coalition that toe United 
Nations considers the legitimate 
government. 

“According to that (earlier) 
idea, the Supreme National 
Council is just a symbol of nation- 
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al sovereignty , 
unity while toe 
trative structures of 
emments are to be 
the broadcast said. 

Hun Sen also h 
that toe council 
formed in his talks 
in Tokyo in June. 

That agreement 
however, after the 
objected that toe i 
not getting enough 
council. 

That radio bre 
the Khmer Rouge 
la statement in ! 

The Khmer Rov 1 
in the Late 1978 Vi 
son that installed 
eminent. During its 0 
year reign, toe F 
killed hundreds of 
people in execution 
agrarian policies, f 

Khmer Rouge 1> 
Samphan met in 
Sihanouk and toe I s 
third guerrilla group 
the Khmer People's 
beratkm Front. f 
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